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Historic Dublin Sign Guidelines

Section 1 - Purpose:
The guidelines have been adopted by the Architectural Review Board pursuant to
Sections 153.170 through 153.187 of the City of Dublin Zoning Code for the pur-
pose of preserving the Early American character of the CCC and CB Districts of
Historic Dublin.  These guidelines are not meant to replace but to supplement the
regulations of Chapter 153.150 through 153.164, all of which shall apply to signs in
Historic Dublin as modified by these guidelines.

Section 2 - Number:
No business or use shall display more than one sign; however, any business or use
with a second entrance opening onto a parking area to the rear of the business may
request a second sign identifying the rear entrance, provided that the second sign is
not visible from the public right-of-way which fronts the building. In addition, signs
exempted in Section 153.157 may be displayed provided they conform to Section 5
of these guidelines.

Section 3 - Size and Height:
The size and height of signs shall conform to the following table:

Maximum Area Minimum Height Maximum Height

Wall Signs 6 sq. ft. 4 ft. 12 ft.

Ground Signs 6 sq. ft. none 8 ft.

Projecting Signs 6 sq. ft. 8 ft. 12 ft.

Window Signs 10% of window none top of second
area up to a floor window
maximum of 4
sq. ft.

Note: Maximum area shall include the frame but shall not include the supporting
structure. See Sec. 153.158.

Window signs shall be limited to ground floor or first floor windows only,
unless the use is located in the second floor of a building and this use has no
first floor occupancy. (Revised 3/28/90)

Section 4 – Illumination:
No sign shall be illuminated from within or behind.  Illumination shall be by flood-
lights properly shielded as specified in Section 153.158.
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110 Appendix — Historic Dublin Sign Guidelines

Section 5 – Design:
Section 5.01 - General Principles:
All signs must in their design and appearance complement the nineteenth century
Early American character of the district. They may do so by incorporating design
features characteristic of signs of the 1800s (i.e., Federal, Victorian, or turn-of-the-
century periods).

Signs which give a predominantly contemporary impression in conflict with the
Early American character of the district shall not be permitted.

Section 5.02 - Material:
Signs may be of any material but must give the illusion of natural or painted wood,
tin or iron. Window signs painted directly on the glass are also acceptable.

Section 5.03 - Shapes:
No sign shall be in the shape of a product or logo.  Early American shapes, includ-
ing features like a broken pediment, are preferred.

Section 5.04 - Color:
No sign shall display more than three colors (i.e., two colors in addition to the nat-
ural background). Only earth tones and demonstrable Early American colors shall
be used on signs. Sign colors shall be coordinated with the colors of the building to
which they refer. Black and white are considered colors.

Section 5.05 - Lettering:
Lettering shall be in traditional nineteenth century letter styles.

Section 5.06 - Logos and Illustrations:
Logos or illustrations are permissible provided that (a) they conform in color and
design to these guidelines, and (b) their presence is compatible with the Early
American character of the sign. The general acceptance of a widely recognized logo
is, in itself, not sufficient justification for inclusion in a sign in this district.

Section 6 – Prohibited Signs:
In accordance with Section 153.154, the following signs or similar devices are pro-
hibited: Banners, pennants, streamers, spinners, bench signs, portable signs, mobile
placards, marquee-type signs with changeable message, flashing or blinking signs,
and animated signs or signs with moving or moveable parts. Signs on vending
machines, trash bins, or other devices serving any premises shall be screened from
view from any public right-of-way.
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Section 7 - Multiple-Occupant Buildings on Premises:
For buildings or premises occupied by two (2) or more occupants or uses, a total
sign plan must be submitted by the owner of the building or premises before a sign
permit will be issued to any occupant or tenant.

This plan must include scale drawings of the building and premises to show the size
and location of all signs and identification features (entrance signs, arrows, etc.) that
may in the future be requested by any occupant or tenant.

Content, material, and design need not be included at this stage.  Upon approval by
the Architectural Review Board, this plan will remain on file for use in considera-
tion of sign applications by tenants of the site. No signage will be approved for any
tenant that does not conform in size and location to the approved sign plan.  Care
should be taken to anticipate signage needs of all future tenants.

Revision in the original sign plan may be approved by the Architectural Review
Board, but these revisions may be restricted by signs already approved or may
require the removal or modification of existing signs.

Section 8 - Administration:
Prior to the erection of any sign, except as otherwise noted, a permit shall be
secured from the administrative officer. In applying for such permit, the applicant
shall submit to the Architectural Review Board:

(1) a scale drawing or drawings of the proposed sign showing materials, colors, let-
ter styles.

(2) a plot showing the proposed location of the sign in relation to adjacent buildings.
Upon approval of application by the Architectural Review Board, a permit may
be obtained from the administrative officer. A fee schedule is available at the
City of Dublin Land Use and Longe Range Planning Office.

Section 9 - Temporary Signs:
A temporary sign, consistent with the spirit of these guidelines, can be displayed
only if an application is on file with the Architectural Review Board of the City of
Dublin and is awaiting action by the Architectural Review Board.

Section 10 - Penalties:
In accordance with Section 152.230, penalties may be assessed for violation or assis-
tance in violation of any provision of the City of Dublin Sign Ordinance, or any other
zoning ordinance.

Here are some of the approved fonts that can be used on signs in Historic Dublin.
For information on others contact Land Use and Long Range Planning.
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