PRAC Meeting DRAFT Page 1 of 5

9/19/12

Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission
City Hall
June 20, 2012

Clty of Dublin 7:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

Members present: Mel Ehrlich-Vice Chair, Todd Keiner, Ned McCoy and
Megan Stevens

Members absent: Chris Clinton, Ingrid Grass, Steve Stidhem

Staff members present: Matt Earman, Director of Recreation Services

Fred Hahn, Director of Parks & Open Space
Mime Migliore, Nature Education Coordinator

Guests present: None
Public participants present: None
Recording Secretary: Marja Keplar

I. Call to Order
Mr. Ehrlich called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

Il. Approval of June Meeting Minutes

Mr. Ehrlich asked if there were any comments or revisions to the minutes. Ms. Stevens stated that on page 1, in the first
paragraph it should read “Mr. Stidhem” rather than “Mr. Stevens.” Ms. Stevens moved for approval with the correction,
seconded by Mr. McCoy. All in favor the motion was unanimous.

lll. Public Comment Items Not on the Agenda
None

IV. Wildlife/Nature in Dublin (Mime Migliore)

Mr. Migliore introduced herself to the commission. She has worked for the City of 19 years, seven of those years she has
served as the Nature Education Coordinator. Ms. Migliore explained that she is very involved in community education,
which includes schools, pre-schools, senior centers, education within the parks and any other way to educate possible.
She also is very involved in educating during special events, such as “Touch a Truck” and “Spooktacular.” She also
educated internally to staff regarding vernal pools, wetlands, amphibians, and whether paths in woodlots are appropriate
or not, and creating habitat.

Ms. Migliore said a large part of her job is also public inquiry, which is her favorite part of the position. She receives
inquiries plants, insects and wildlife. Ms. Migliore tracks the City’s special and nuisance species. She’s tracked beavers
(there has only been one resident beaver and most are transient), bald eagles (which do fly along the Scioto River),
weasles and minks. Her number one phone call over the past few years have been regarding skunks and coyotes. She gets
numerous calls regarding geese and deer seem to be the most controversial calls she receives. The City does have a geese
permit through the Ohio Department of Wildlife to deter geese. We do track the number of deer killed in Dublin. In 2011
there were 63 deer killed.

Ms. Migliore commented that she works with numerous volunteers for Scioto River cleanup, which has expanded to not
only the Scioto River, but we will go to four to six different locations. We also have a blue bird box program. Ms. Migliore
also manages the Community Wildlife Habitat Certification, which is a certification for taking exceptional action in
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preserving wildlife habitat and communication with the public. We are the first community in the state of Ohio to receive
this certification and we received it in only a year and a half, when typically it takes at least two years to achieve this.
There are two other communities in Ohio working towards this certification. The City also has a contract with the Ohio
Wildlife Center to help with sick or injured animals. They will come out to your property if there is an injured animal on
your property. The City has a partnership with the Ohio Community Wildlife Cooperative, which holds a state conference
for different communities that deal with wildlife issues. There are some of the top educators in the state and within other
local government offices in Ohio.

Ms. Migliore is a member of the Ohio Certified Volunteer Nature Program. This program helps train volunteers to become
naturist. This program is currently on hold due to the economy and the funding provided from different agencies. Ms.
Migliore is also a member of the Ohio Fish and Wildlife Managers Association and the state’s “Becoming an Outdoors
Woman” executive board. All of these organizations provide education and support for our programs and issues we have
in Dublin.

Mr. Keiner asked if there have been incidents in Dublin with coyotes.

Ms. Migliore replied there have not been any incidents. In the State of Ohio’s recorded history there is only one incident
recorded where a human was involved and that was near Cleveland, Ohio over a decade ago. Basically, the person was
very close to the coyotes when there were puppies around, and coyotes are very protective of their puppies. We do have
incidents with dogs on a yearly basis, more so in June when the coyotes have puppies. We encourage residents to haze
the coyotes to deter them. We provide information on how to do this.

Mr. Ehrlich asked if someone finds a coyote den on their property who do they contact?

Ms. Migliore said they would den, they would need to contact the Ohio Division of Wildlife. She is not sure you are able
to haze a coyote where there are puppies involved. There are den sites throughout the City. We often get call that there
are wolves in Dublin, but there are no wolves in Dublin. The largest coyote in Dublin has been 35 pounds. On average
they are approximately 33 pounds. Ms. Migliore commented that people are not aware, but coyotes reproduce more
when they are under pressure, so by hunting and trapping we are increasing these numbers.

Mr. Ehrlich asked how the Canadian geese are managed.
Ms. Migliore said we have used lasers and fire crackers, but the most popular is the use of dogs to deter the geese. Also,
cat tails scare them away if you wave them around in front of geese. Their favorite food is Kentucky bluegrass, which is

used everywhere, so this is what attracts them.

Mr. Ehrlich thanked Ms. Migliore for her presentation.

V. Items of Interest

NATURE TRAILS
Mr. Hahn said GIS is still working on the application for nature trails. They will provide an update when completed.

Mr. McCoy asked if Amberleigh would have a trail that goes down to the river like the one at Donegal Cliff’s.

Mr. Hahn commented that the trail Mr. McCoy is referring to is actually at the smaller Amberleigh Park. There will be one
at Amberleigh Community Park, which is tentatively scheduled for 2014. It will start at the parking lot at the bottom of
the hill, there will be footbridge that will go into the woods and to the north property line.

DOG PARK EXPANSION

Mr. Hahn said the existing dog park at Darree Fields has been expanded. It is almost doubled in size. If anyone asks why
there are two different fences, it is due to AEP’s request. The original fence is chain link and the new one is a white picket
fence. There was concern about ‘arcing’ from the overhead power lines.
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ADULT ACTIVITY CENTER
Mr. Hahn informed Mr. Ehrlich that the signs on the Coffman Park path showing the distance of the path will be installed
soon. They are waiting on OUPS to mark the utility lines before they can dig.

SPRING STREAM CLEANUP
Ms. Grass was not present to provide an update.

PUBLIC ART GUIDELINES
Mr. Hahn said Ms. Ott provide the overview at the last meeting regarding this Council assignment for PRAC. Mr. Hahn
said Ms. Ott should be attending in October with more information.

40+ GROUP
Mr. Ehrlich said Patty Rinella at the recreation center is adding several activities for the 40+ group.

RECREATION PROGRAMMING FOR DIVERSE GROUPS
Mr. Stidhem was not present to provide an update. Mr. Erhlich commented that he has noticed the tennis courts on Rings
Road have been used often by the Indian population.

COMMUNITY GARDENS
Mr. Hahn said funding has been included in the proposed 2013 operating budget to start a community garden. There are
still more details to discuss such as location(s) and management of the program.

WiFi in Public Spaces
Mr. Clinton was not present to provide an update.

Crosswalk Safety
Ms. Grass was not present to provide an update.

Mr. Hahn reminded the commission that in 2012 this commission will need to provide a proposed list of interests for
Council to review and approve for 2013.

Mr. Ehrlich commented that the commission will need to decide what to add to the list and remove from the current list.
Ms. Stevens asked Mr. Hahn if the City has rain gardens.

Mr. Hahn said the City does have quite a few rain gardens. There is actually a new one being installed at Scioto Park.
There has been a long standing issue at Scioto Park with the storm water running down the driveway towards the river,
so they are installing one now. Amberleigh Community Park had a few put in as a part of the development phase. Darree
Fields has man-made wetlands for the purpose of storm water quality control. Thaddeus Kosciuszko Park has some. Mr.
Hahn said the Parks Division has been doing this for while. The City is in the process of updating their storm water manual
and it will definitely have a strong emphasis on this type of feature instead of the traditional basin. This will help focus on
quality instead of just quantity.

VI. Staff Updates

Mr. Earman explained at the June meeting about the City’s partnership with Dublin City Schools regarding community
education programs. The City has been working with them to develop programs so we are not competing or duplicating
efforts and our programs can complement each other. This also opens new resources in the way of building space. We
are working with them on the program and we are going to see their program included in our Healthy brochure program
guide and not as a separate brochure. To make it more efficient, we are also adding their programs into our registration
process. This will help with shared revenue and resources, so it will save money for both parties, offer more opportunities
to the community and reduce confusion for the public. We will start this in the winter program.

Mr. Earman said the Dublin Soccer League (DSL) agreement was present to Dublin City Council in July and it was
approved. The outcome of the agreement will be very good for the community, based on the situation we had with the
middle tier soccer group that lost their non-profit status. It left us with a lot of questions and some difficulties in being
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able to provide subsidized field space. All of that was worked out and the agreement with DSL has been executed. With
the potential absence of the middle tier group, DSL has also included two new programs in its recreation program which
Rec Plus and DSX Program. DSL, Ohio Premier and Club Ohio are working very closely together in the development of
programs, sharing coaches and players. It is a much better amicable situation rather than having organizations competing
against each other. DSL is also working closely with middle schools on field use and their community education soccer
program. For the first time in a long time, everyone is working well together. DSL will plan to attend the PRAC meeting in
October or November to provide a financial report to this commission.

Mr. Earman said as a part of the City’s public art program, the artist who is creating the sculpture for the town pump
project will be sculpting it at the recreation center in public view to demonstrate what he is doing and how he is doing it.
This will provide great programming opportunities and will be a great way to educate the community and children.

Mr. Ehrlich asked if he would be able to speak to the senior group.

Mr. Earman said we could schedule some time for the artist to talk to the senior group. The artist has worked on a project
like this before in Westerville. We are looking forward to having this display at the recreation center.

Mr. Hahn provided updates on some park development projects. The Kiwanis Riverway Park boardwalk has been
expanded a little further north. The Hutchins path system has been completed. The IGS Park development will be
presented to the Planning & Zoning this month. This park will be located next to IGS on Emerald Parkway and will provide
a picnic area for location corporations.

Mr. Hahn said staff has been working cycle cross and BMX cyclist on the new dirt track at Darree Fields. They had a few
short track events this summer and they are going to be having a full cycle cross event yet this year. This project was
inexpensive to do and requires low maintenance. CAP City Cycle Club has been involved.

Mr. McCoy asked about the status of the Brand Road bikepath.

Mr. Hahn said they are working on the bikepath. Mr. Hahn said the contract has been awarded for the Dublin Road south
bikepath Phase I, which will go from Tuttle Road north to Hertford Lane. Also the path on Martin Road from Martin
Commons is being expanded to Riverside drive. There is also a small section that will add to the Glick Road bikepath, but
he was not sure of the status. There are additional bikepaths that will be completed this year and in 2013. The
roundabout at Shier-Rings and Cosgray is still closed, but Engineering has stated that it will be open yet this year.

VIl.New Business/Round Table
Mr. Ehrlich said he heard that Coffman Park would be expanded into further north out towards the fields.

Mr. Hahn said the Coffman Park Expansion, phase one was approved for 2013. Mr. Hahn said phase one will be to add a
permanent bridge across the stream, realignment of the recreation center driveway, burying the overhead utilities for
the full length of the park, re-grading the road bed along the old Post Road. We will not be adding shade the open field

right now, because subsequent phases will be more earth moving, but we are intending in 2013 to discontinue planting
agriculture in the fields. We will also start some seeding. 2013 is really mostly infrastructure improvements.

VIIl. Agenda for Next Meeting: September 19" meeting
Mr. Ehrlich asked if anyone has anything specific for the October agenda other than the items of interest updates.

Mr. Hahn said he fully expects Ms. Ott be on the agenda to discuss public art.
Mr. Keiner said he noticed a lot of algae in the ponds.

Mr. Hahn said this is true. Most of the ponds are on a treatment plan, but we still need the rain water to flush them out
and we just haven’t had the rain this year. We have struggled with the ponds this year.

IX. Adjournment
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There being no further business, Mr. McCoy motioned to adjourn the meeting seconded by Mr. Keiner. All in favor, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marja Keplar, CAP-OM
Administrative Assistant

Attachments: Nature Education PowerPoint Presentation



