
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Dublin City Council 
 Marsha Grigsby, City Manager  
 Anne Clarke, Clerk of Council 
 
FROM: Stephen J. Smith 
 Jennifer Readler 
 Chris W. Michael 
 
DATE: October 18, 2012 
 
RE: Sonesta International Hotels Corp. DBA “Sonesto ES Suites Dublin”    

Applications for D5A and D6 Liquor Permits 
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION: 
 
The City of Dublin recently received two Notices to Legislative Authority (“Notices”) from the 
Ohio Division of Liquor Control concerning Sonesta International Hotels Corp.’s (“Sonesta”) 
transfer application for a class D5A and D6 liquor permit, and Sonesta’s application for a new 
D5A liquor permit. Dublin has received these Notices pursuant to R.C. 4303.26 because 
Sonesta’s proposed location for the permits will be located within the corporate limits of Dublin. 
As such, Dublin may request a hearing regarding the advisability of the issuance, transfer of 
ownership, or transfer of location of the permits.  
 
II. BACKGROUND: 
 
Sonesta is a Maryland corporation for profit that is actively registered with the Ohio Secretary of 
State to conduct business in Ohio, and is doing business as (“DBA”) Sonesto ES Suites Dublin.  
The address designated for the permits premises is 435 Metro Place South, Dublin, Ohio 43017, 
which is located just west of Frantz Road.  Sonesta is seeking to obtain a D5A and D6 liquor 
permit from Residence Inn by Marriott LLC (“Residence Inn”), a Delaware corporation for profit 
that is actively registered with the Ohio Secretary of State to conduct business in Ohio, and DBA 
Residence Inn Columbus Dublin, which presently holds the permits at the same location 
designated by Sonesta. Sonesta has also applied for a new D5A liquor permit for the same 
premises. While Sonesta has filed multiple applications, the Ohio Division of Liquor Control 
(“Divison”) will only issue one D5A permit for a particular location and will cancel the other. 
These applications are currently pending before the Division. 
 
Class D5A permits are exempt from the Division’s quota system and are available only to hotel 
or motel operators that have 50 rooms or more.  According to the Division’s records, Sonesta is 
in good standing and does not have any history of violating liquor permit laws.  If approved, 
Sonesta will either inherit the same D5A and D6 liquor permits that are currently held by 
Residence Inn at the same location, or be issued a new D5A liquor permit along with the 
transferred D6 permit.  
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III. RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It would appear that it is unnecessary to request a hearing in this matter. The permits will simply 
transfer from one hotel business to another hotel business located at the exact same location, or 
the Division will issue a new D5A permit in lieu of transferring the existing D5A permit. 
Regardless of whether Dublin desires to request a hearing, each Notice must be signed and 
returned to the Ohio Division of Liquor Control by November 5, 2012. 






