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Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission
Service Center
December 19, 2012

Clty of Dublin 7:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

Members present: Steve Stidhem-Chair, Mel Ehrlich-Vice Chair, Chris
Clinton, Ingrid Grass and Todd Keiner

Members absent: Ned McCoy, Megan Stevens

Staff members present: Matt Earman, Director of Recreation Services

Fred Hahn, Director of Parks & Open Space
Michelle Crandall, Director of Administrative Services

Guests present: Chris Northup, Eric Krause
Public participants present: John Muir, Carri Stearns, Natalie Stellini, Ken McMahon
Recording Secretary: Marja Keplar

I. Call to Order
Mr. Stidhem called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Il. Approval of October Meeting Minutes
Mr. Stidhem asked if there were any comments or revisions to the minutes. There being no changes, Mr. Ehrlich moved
for approval seconded by Mr. Keiner. All in favor the motion was unanimous.

lll. Public Comment Items Not on the Agenda
None

IV. Approval of 2013 Meeting Dates
Mr. Ehrlich asked if the commission could be flexible for the December meeting and determine in October what date
works best for everyone.

Ms. Keplar commented the meetings are all scheduled for the third Wednesday of the month, but we have moved it up a
week in the past due to conflicts with the holidays. We can leave the date as a place holder and then reconfirm or change
the date in October for the December meeting.

Mr. Stidhem said due to his work schedule he does travel and there have been times he has missed a meeting. He said he
will do his best to be at the meetings.

Mr. Keiner said he will not be at the January meeting due to a work conflict. Mr. Stidhem also commented that he may be
in China during the January meeting, but will notify the commission as it gets closer.

There being no changes to the schedule, Ms. Grass moved for approval seconded by Mr. Keiner. All in favor the motion
was unanimous.

V. Outdoor Family Fitness Ideas — Eric Krause

Mr. Hahn introduced Dublin resident Eric Krause. Mr. Hahn said Mr. Krause has presented some ideas to Dublin City
Council and has also met with City staff. Council recommended that Mr. Krause also present those ideas along with any
other ideas he may have to this commission.
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Mr. Krause informed the commission that he had three ideas he would like to present to the commission. As a Dublin
resident, he said there is a great bikepath system and numerous parks, some of which only consist of open space and
others which have various activities such as playgrounds for small children, but nothing really beyond that for adults or
for whole families to use together. He would like to see more in the parks that involve more people of different ages and
to accommodate families. Mr. Krause would also like to have features that pass the ‘fun theory’ test, which means people
are smiling when they are done. They enjoy it and want to come back and do it again. He referred to some examples such
as the stairs that are piano keyboards and the trash cans that talk when a person throws something away.

Mr. Krause has been working on some of his ideas since the early part of 2012. Mr. Krause said he has talked to
approximately 160 Dublin residents in the parks and to those that use the bike path system. He has also talked to
approximately 75 people at Glacier Ridge, 70 people at Scioto Audubon in downtown Columbus, as well as numerous
staff members from the City of Dublin and Metro Parks about his ideas and to get feedback.

Mr. Krause’s first idea is to add a climbing wall, such as the one that is currently housed at Scioto Audubon in Columbus,
Ohio. It was installed by Metro Parks a little over three years ago. It is a three dimensional climbing wall. It has been a
model for many different parks throughout the United States. He has taken approximately 45 neighbors and friends to
the climbing wall ranging from eight to seventy years old, all of which really enjoyed it. It is about a 30-45 minute drive to
get to Scioto Audubon from Dublin, so it would be a benefit to have one closer to Dublin for the residents to use. He has
also taken Councilman John Reiner and other City Staff to use the climbing wall.

Mr. Stidhem asked if the climbing wall is supervised.

Mr. Krause said it is not. It is designed so if you have not climbed and do not have ropes you can do what is called
“bouldering” which does not allow you to get up to 12 feet off the ground. They have found the users of this park are
such a great group of people and they tend to encourage and help each other. There really seems to be a great sense of
community and the users do a great job of policing the area and helping others. Mr. Krause said he has been there about
30 times this year and less than half the time has there been a park ranger on site. It is not regularly staffed, but
sometimes there are volunteers at the park also.

Mr. Keiner asked if there have been any major injuries.

Mr. Krause said the City of Dublin Risk Manager has also asked the same question. There has only been one injury and the
park ranger said it was because an employee did something stupid that caused the employee to get hurt. Apparently, two
years ago, the State of Ohio added language into their codes and statutes that recognize this as an approved play
structure and provide some immunity for municipalities.

Mr. Krause is proposing a location of Glacier Ridge Park for the climbing wall. He provided some photos of a mock up of
what the climbing feature would look like in a specific location of Glacier Ridge. This is a good location for the climbing
wall because this feature is designed to look very natural, so it should be placed in a natural environment. Several times a
week Mr. Krause bikes the Dublin trails and Metro Parks trails within Glacier Ridge and this park is underutilized. This
park only had 239,000 visitors last year, which is a low number for a suburban park. After surveying users of this park, he
determined that people use this park for the bike path system or walk their dogs for convenience, but when they want to
do specific activities, they take the time to go to other parks because of the amenities. Metro Parks already has the
staffing to manage and run this feature, but it would take a partnership to provide funding to make this happen.

Mr. Krause has already presented this idea to Council. Council did not reject the idea, they just were not sure of the
details as to who, what, when and where would be appropriate. Mr. Krause does not think it would be appropriate to
place it in a Dublin park because there is not regular staffing during certain hours, but Metro Parks has staffing in place
for their park system. Metro Parks knows what they are doing and they have the experience to monitor this type of
feature. The reason Mr. Krause is making the request to Dublin City Council and this commission is to request a
partnership with Metro Parks to help fund this structure. This feature would tie in with the current trail system that
connects Glacier Ridge to Dublin parks and it is in close vicinity for Dublin residents. There is a nice tree line that would
block this feature from other areas and residents. Residents may not want a climbing wall feature in their backyards.
There are also parking and restrooms features already at Glacier Ridge Park (Glacier Ridge map attached providing
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specific location in park). Mr. Krause said he would not recommend placing it in a Dublin park since there is not regularly
night supervision in the parks. Metro Parks have park rangers that are already on staff in the evenings.

Mr. Keiner asked how tall the climbing wall is.

Mr. Krause said the wall is 35 feet. Anyone can climb up to a certain level using the bouldering technique up to 12 feet,
and then there is a location where you would attach your equipment to climb to the top.

Mr. Krause said another idea that he came up with as a result of visiting Scioto Audubon is to construct an obstacle
course in the parks, such as one you have seen on the Amazing Race. Mr. Krause said approximately six weeks after he
sent a request to Councilman John Reiner regarding the obstacle course, he found out that the Rotary Club in Columbus is
working with Metro Parks to add an obstacle course to Scioto Audubon and they hope to have it completed in winter or
late spring.

Mr. Krause said the concept of the obstacle course provides physical challenges for family members of all age to do
together. They are becoming widely popular as a recreational activity. The proposed obstacle course that will be housed
at Scioto Audubon is going to be similar to the one used in Warrior Dash. The key design needs to be compatible to all
ages. An idea that Mr. Krause has is a circular obstacle course which would include alternate routes within the course for
different age groups and for different strengths. Within the center of the obstacle course would include a protected
playground where smaller children can play, but will still allow the parents to observe them while completing the
obstacle course. This would be easily accessible if the parent needed to get back to their children. There could also be
some electronic elements added for users to track their time on the different levels. Mr. Krause explained that there is a
lot of detail that is not included in his simplified drawing, but there some details to be worked out and determine how
many courses, what levels, etc. In all of the discussions he has had with residents, this type of feature is lacking in the
parks that allows multiple users of different abilities and ages to use together.

Mr. Krause recommended installing a feature like this in Coffman Park. It would be a more sensible location rather than
having it in a park by the river. The obstacle course could start out small and more advanced or additional courses could
be added as the usage increases. A good location within Coffman Park would be the new section on Post Road because
there is room for this type of activity and residents wouldn’t complain about having it right in their back yards. There are
22 different organizations that run multiple obstacle courses throughout the country. It could be comparable to a Warrior
Dash course but compatible for families to use and with low maintenance.

Mr. Krause said a third idea would be to have smaller climbing walls that adults and children can use (sample photo
attached). At first he thought Coffman Park would be a good recommendation, but then determined that Avery Park
would be a better location. Avery Park has high visibility from the road and this feature would need exposure to increase
the usage. There is already a high usage in this park due to the other amenities within the park. If it proves successful in
this park, then additional climbing areas could be added in other community parks such as Amberleigh Park. This concept
meets the fun theory test, you can get a good work out from it and they are heavily used because people enjoy them. The
concept being proposed would be approximately $150,000, not including surfacing and ground preparation. This smaller
idea may be more feasible to get started and will be heavily used.

Ms. Crandall commented that when Mr. Krause took her and few other staff members to Scioto Audubon she was a bit
skeptical about the general interest and ability of people to use it. She had never rock climbed before and she had a lot of
fun climbing. It is challenging but doable. It really is for all ages.

Mr. Krause said in summary the three recommendations are: 1) Partner with Metro Parks to determine the needs to get
the large climbing wall constructed at Glacier Ridge, 2) create an obstacle course that would solve this issue of families,
people with different capabilities, strengths and weakness to be able to participate and not exclude them and to
accommodate small children in the proposed location of the open space by Post Road within Coffman Park, 3) install
smaller climbing structure at Avery Park.

Mr. Stidhem asked if Mr. Krause had a cost estimate for the obstacle course.

Mr. Krause said that the obstacle course proposal is the only one he does not have a cost estimate for because it really
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comes down how the elements are designed. Mr. Krause said when he brought this idea up to Council the idea of
corporate sponsorship came up.

Mr. Hahn also said that the cost of the obstacle course cannot be speculated until the actual design is complete.

Mr. Stidhem commented that it would be a great idea to have it sponsored by some of the local companies, since there
are a lot of health care associated companies in the area.

Mr. Krause said he discussed the cost with some of the administration staff regarding Scioto Audubon climbing wall. The
cost of the actual structure is approximately $650,000; the development of the area immediately around the climbing
wall was $100,000 and they also including non-climbing structures, such as the playground equipment surrounding the
area. So the total cost was around $900,000.

Mr. Stidhem asked Mr. Hahn what the next steps would be.

Mr. Hahn said a part of the purpose of Mr. Krause presenting to this commission is to determine the pros and cons and
the issues that could surround these ideas from a community point-of-view.

Ms. Grass asked about the liability issues.

Mr. Hahn said in Ohio we have recreational immunity laws and municipality immunity laws. They both basically translate
that if the municipality does everything properly when adding these amenities; then there really is no liability. Mr. Hahn
said there is more risk when you charge for amenities, because then there is a required amount of protection. The point
of Metro Parks already has staffing available would be to monitor behavior, not to make sure people are doing things
properly when using the structure. Users would have to be responsible for knowing what they are doing. Mr. Hahn said
the intent of this commission is to weigh in on the pros and cons and also on the locations, but not necessarily taking
action as a commission.

Mr. Stidhem it would definitely be a great idea and it would be fun.

Mr. Keiner said in trying to better understand what activities are available for youth, he has realized that the parks are
great but they are geared for younger children and there really isn’t anything for the older generations. This idea appeals
to him and it would be something he would do with his family.

Mr. Ehrlich said he would be a little hesitant on the first proposal for the City to contribute the money, but not have
control.

Mr. Krause said Dublin residents are large users of Glacier Ridge. There are many residents that have thought it was a
Dublin Park. Metro Parks already has a climbing wall, so they have equipment needed and staff that have experience with
this type of activity. Mr. Krause commented that the City of Dublin already provides some funding towards Metro Parks.
Metro Parks has had major funding cuts, so the only way to for them to enhance the parks is through partnerships. There
are numerous community partnerships with Metro Parks. Mr. Krause said when surveyed users at Glacier Ridge far more
than half of those people were Dublin residents.

Ms. Grass said she has two elementary school aged kids who would love this and she and her husband would love it too.
It’s a great idea and she agrees with the location of Avery Park for the smaller climbing wall structure. It would get great

visibility and attract people to it.

Mr. Clinton said he was very supportive of it. He said there are a lot of smaller parks that have no draw element to them.
There are too many parks that have no reason for people to go to them.

Mr. Krause said if this attracts the users, there could be one or two elements of the smaller structure put in
neighborhood parks also.

Mr. Stidhem commented that he would be very interested in helping design the obstacle course.
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Mr. Keiner commented that he thought it would bring interest from corporate sponsors.

Mr. Stidhem thanked Mr. Krause for his presentation and commented that he appreciated all the research he put into it.

VI. Dublin Soccer League — Carri Stearns

Ms. Stearns said Mr. Northup had to leave the meeting. Ms. Stearns is on the Dublin Soccer League (DSL) Board. Ms.
Stearns said DSL is doing great in 2012. We registered over 2,300 kids. The board is implementing some new ideas and
revamping some things that need fixed, due to feedback we are getting from our families. We are working with the clubs
and directing our structure to help everyone to get to where they need to be within DSL.

Mr. Stidhem asked what some examples were of things that were being revamped.

Ms. Stearns replied that the board is trying to implement new programs and they just didn’t start out perfectly, so we are
adjusting where we need to.

Ms. Grass said she has heard there is a new middle tier level being developed by DSL to rival some of the soccer clubs.
She asked if that was being discussed.

Ms. Stearns said it isn’t really something on the table and she did not feel comfortable discussing that at this time.
Mr. Clinton said typically DSL provides an annual financial update back to this commission.

Ms. Stearns said she did not have any handouts on the financial information, but would like to put something together
and get it to this commission.

Mr. Hahn said DSL is more than welcome to come back to another meeting to present this again when they are ready.

Mr. Earman said historically the DSL board has provided a fairly comprehensive update to this commission. He said he
would discuss the content of previous updates with Mr. Northup and request an update that would meet the
expectations of this Commission at another meeting.

VIl. Items of Interest

Mr. Stidhem said this commission needs to update and finalize our list at this meeting so we can get it to Council for
review. He commented that Mr. Clinton sent an email with some items to be discussed. Some of these items were
addressed a year or so ago in our list we sent to City Council.

Mr. Clinton said he believes these are ongoing tasks that we need to continue to evaluate as we go forward. We need to
know what major projects are scheduled over the next few years. Based on the presentation by Mr. Krause, we need to
know if there is a process where people can go to the City for funding. We should always be helping the City with new
ideas. Mr. Clinton said that one comment he received back from someone in senior management last year, is that if he
doesn’t get direction from City Council on specific items, he will not move forward with it. Mr. Clinton said he wants the
City to know some of the items, as a community, that there is interest in; he does not want a bureaucrat to say he doesn’t
want to consider an item because he is not interested in it. Mr. Clinton said this is basically #1 on his list.

Mr. Hahn said #1 on Mr. Clinton’s list has been asked and answered by Council. Council said they would be more than
willing to listen to partnerships on this topic, but have no intention directing staff to initiate a sports complex.

Mr. Clinton feels that the City’s business development staff should be going to Council with proposals about what the
possibilities are. There are other City’s that are investing in infrastructure for various things in order to bring people into
the communities and not to depend on just regular business bringing jobs in. There are the hospitality and restaurant
industries that can be well served by providing this type of infrastructure. The City is very eager to bring events such as
the President’s Cup, which is tremendous, and to bring in Australian football, and to promote the Dublin Irish Festival. We
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are actively involved in funding the Convention & Visitors Bureau, which comes from City money. The City is set up to
develop ideas that attract people into this community and to say that we are just going to focus on the recreation
component is not serving the community. We should expand Dublin as a destination city.

Mr. Stidhem said Mr. Clinton’s comments are on record and official, but from a PRAC standpoint we have already been
given direction from City Council on this specific item, so there isn’t anything this commission can do, except to voice
your opinion and Council will read that in the minutes. Mr. Stidhem asked if he wanted to discuss item #2.

Mr. Clinton said there is a tremendous amount of City parkland that has been leased out for growing corn for many years,
some for almost 10 years. Let’s use the parkland for something that better serves our community.

Mr. Hahn said starting in 2013 there will be no parkland being used for agriculture. Darree Fields had approximately 15
acres being used for agriculture, but it will be seeded in 2013. All land that is currently within Coffman Park that is being
used for agriculture will also be seeded in 2013. That was all the parkland in the City being used for agriculture.

Mr. Clinton asked about the land north of Darree Fields that is being used for agriculture.

Mr. Hahn said that is City land being used for agriculture, but it is not designated as parkland.

Mr. Ehrlich asked about the article in the newspaper regarding purchased parkland on Riverside Drive.

Mr. Hahn said at last Monday night’s Council meeting Council approved the terms of the purchase agreement for 12.5
acres of parkland along Riverside Drive, in the area of and including Digger & Fitch Restaurant. Mr. Hahn discussed the
possible development opportunities and how it relates as a part of the Bridge Street Corridor.

Mr. Hahn commented when the City determines there are program needs not being met, then it needs to be determined
if those needs can be met by the current land mass. If it cannot be met, then that is when there is an unfulfilled objective
and need. Mr. Hahn said Mr. Krause’s presentation is a perfect example of a program need, but he was also able to
identify possible locations in order to meet those needs. The unmet need is what needs to be identified, not just the
question as to whether to acquire parkland.

Mr. Stidhem said that is a great summary to help this commission. We are an advisory board to City Council. We channel
the needs of the people in Dublin that we know and talk to and we bring those ideas to this commission and give them to
City Council as suggestions. We are not the financial review board; we only bring our thoughts and recommendations to

Council based on our discussions.

Mr. Clinton said we are tax payers so we are entitled to know if the finances are being spent properly and we have a full
right as a cross section of this community.

Mr. Stidhem agreed if there were concerns coming from the community about finances, then we would bring those
concerns up, but that has not been an issue.

Mr. Clinton said the City is focused on being a recreational community and we are not just a recreational community.

Mr. Stidhem said item #1 and #2 have been answered. Item #3 is our items of interest list which incorporates project
ideas that this commission wants to work on.

Mr. Clinton said the items on his list are just items that we can discuss throughout the year.

Mr. Stidhem said it seems like PRAC has done #4 in the past with different organizations such as DSL and DYA to
determine space needs.

Mr. Clinton said he believes that is an area that should be discussed by Mr. Earman and Mr. Hahn
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Mr. Earman replied that space assessment is something that comes up regularly. There is money programmed in the

2013 to conduct a space assessment study for the Community Recreation Center, so staff will be working on that in the
next weeks and months.

Mr. Hahn also commented that the Community Survey is completed every two years. It is being reformatted currently,
but this is another assessment to engage the community on what we need.

Mr. Stidhem asked Mr. Clinton about items #5 - #8 on his list.

Mr. Clinton said there have been financial updates that Mr. Earman and Mr. Hahn provided to the commission on an
annual basis.

The commission reviewed their current items of interest list.

NATURE TRAILS
Mr. Stidhem said Mr. McCoy has showed interest as to keeping this on the list to continue working on.

Mr. Hahn commented that Mr. McCoy met with City staff and he can also provide an update when he returns. There has
been a lot of progress on this project.

DOG PARK EXPANSION
Completed and removed from the list.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY PARKS
Completed, recommendations made to staff and Council and can be removed from the list.

ADULT ACTIVITY CENTER

Mr. Ehrlich said he has talked to different people and realized the pickle ball courts have not been used at all, probably
less than five times. The seniors (not 40+ group) seem to be set in their ways. Everyone has their own programs they like
to participate in and there really isn’t any interest to change. Five years ago the senior membership was approximately
1,000 members and now there are only approximately 750 and slowly dropping. Mr. Ehrlich said his opinion of why is
because the decrease is due to the seniors that don’t really get out to things anymore due to health issues, age, etc. Mr.
Ehrlich said a lot of the activity he saw when he was in Florida doesn’t seem to be the same locally.

Mr. Ehrlich said he hasn’t spent as much time on the 40+ group as he should, but that group seems to be growing. It
seems the 40+ people don’t seem to want to join the senior groups. Mr. Ehrlich asked Mr. Earman how participation is
with the 40+ programs.

Mr. Earman replied that some programs are popular and some are not. He said what staff is really trying to recognize
now is that there is a transitional point, but that doesn’t mean by age, but more by interest and activity levels. With
technology transition as quick as it is, we are also trying to determine the best way to communicate with the public. Mr.
Earman said one thing staff has recognized in the 40+ programming itself is that the structured programs are not as
interesting to the 40+ group. They want more of an experience and a social feel to the program rather than a structured
setting. Some of the structured programs are of interest, but not all. The creation of new programs has to shift from
being structured staff led programs to more interactive and offsite programs that are driven more by the participant
rather than by staff. Mr. Earman said staff uses a very similar process with the teen groups also because fads and
interests change regularly. To determine those changes regularly is almost impossible, so we what do with teens, is to
attract enough of a broad demographic of that age group to help with the design of those programs. It will take time, but
this is what we need to also do with the 40+ group.

Ms. Grass asked Mr. Earman how 40 became the magic number for the new group of programming.

Mr. Earman said this age group didn’t want to be included in the senior group, but groups don’t want to be labeled as
Generation X or Boomers either.
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Ms. Grass commented that as an individual who falls in the 40+ group, she does not want to sign up for a program
labeled for the “40+” group. What if the group was changed to the 35+ group? Ms. Grass said she has asked around and
there are others that feel the same way.

Mr. Earman said we actually do have examples of programs where there is a 30+ group in our adult basketball program.
An example of why we added the 40+ group is because someone who is 54 that doesn’t really consider themself a senior
yet, may not want to play in a 30+ group because their abilities are different. Labeling older age groups is something that
is a challenge for programmers across the country. Any input and suggestions of how to overcome this challenge are
greatly appreciated.

Mr. Stidhem asked if the commission wants to continue to work on this task and if so, we need to determine goals.

Mr. Ehrlich said the goal for the adult activity center was to provide an area or facility for seniors to exercise and
participate in facilities for seniors.

40+ GROUP
Mr. Ehrlich said he would like to continue to get input and provide feedback for the 40+ group. This seems to be one that
is ongoing.

SPRING STREAM CLEANUP
Ms. Grass said Boy Scout Pack 299 did a fall cleanup and they will be continuing to do this, so it can be removed from the
list.

PUBLIC ART GUIDELINES
Mr. Hahn said this will stay on the list since it hasn’t been completed yet.

RECREATION PROGRAMMING FOR DIVERSE GROUPS
Mr. Stidhem said this can be removed from the list.

COMMUNITY GARDENS
Mr. Stidhem said this commission has discussed with staff but there are still a few more steps to do.

Mr. Hahn said there are some more steps and it’s not complete so it should be left on the list.

Wi-Fi in Public Spaces
Mr. Clinton said this can be done anytime, if the commission wants he can have someone come to the January meeting to
discuss it.

Mr. Stidhem said it will be added to the January agenda.

Crosswalk Safety
Ms. Grass provided a PowerPoint presentation with some different ideas for pedestrian safety. There are mid-block cross

walks which will probably be a cheaper quick fix. There are also flashers that can be placed in the road which are
seasonally affective. They would not work in the winter when the road is covered by snow. Another option are the
overhead flashing yellow lights with the pedestrian crossing sign, similar to what is currently in Historic Dublin. A new
option Ms. Grass found was the brightly colored crosswalk painting in the street. This may not make people stop but it
would be visible further down the road so it was warn drivers to slow down. In summary, Ms. Grass believes this should
be a high priority and anything being developed in the future should include some type of pedestrian awareness. Any
existing mid-block where there is not a traffic light or four way stop sign, should have pedestrian safety improved. She
said she was suggesting for immediate improvements to be made using either the bright marking on the streets, or mid-
block cross walk signs which can be purchased for approximately $200-$300. Future improvements should include
pedestrian activated flashing lights and brightly colored reflective road markings. Ms. Grass asked what needed to be
done to move forward.

Mr. Stidhem asked Mr. Hahn if this commission should make a recommendation for Council to proceed.
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Mr. Keiner said the immediate solutions seem rather low in cost. He thought it might be beneficial to help Council and
add some of the locations that we recommend to place them in to help them determine what the overall cost might be.
Mr. Stidhem agreed with Mr. Keiner. It would be a good idea to have a graphical map or just a list of locations by priority.
Mr. Hahn commented that the number of locations should be quantified.

Ms. Grass said she would update the presentation with locations and provide an update for the commission in January.
Mr. Stidhem asked if there were any new ideas to be added to the list.

Mr. Keiner asked if we need to incorporate Mr. Krause’s presentation from earlier onto the list.

Mr. Stidhem asked what the action item would be since Mr. Krause has already presented this idea to Council.

Mr. Hahn said this commission can also keep Mr. Krause’s ideas on bouldering in mind when it comes to suggesting minor
additions or improvements to neighborhood parks when renovations are taking place.

Mr. Stidhem said if the commission is aware ahead of time as to which neighborhood parks are due to be updated or
equipment replaced then the commission could make those recommendations.

Mr. Hahn said staff can provide what the projected playground replacement schedule is. There also may be a park that
just seems to be underutilized, which would be a good park to add a small boulder field.

Mr. Stidhem said this commission could work with parks staff on providing recommendations on park updates when the
playgrounds are scheduled to be replaced.

Mr. Keiner said he would like to discuss installing fish piers at some of the larger ponds for people to fish from. He has
heard neighbors talk about this and also the lack of them in Dublin ponds.

Mr. Hahn said there is only one in Dublin. That is a great idea to explore.
Mr. Stidhem said we can add that to the list. The idea would be to explore new locations for fishing piers in Dublin ponds.

Mr. Hahn reminded the commission that this is an annual process but to keep in mind if any new ideas come up
throughout the year, this commission can bring them up at future meetings.

Mr. Stidhem said there are nine items on the list. He asked Ms. Keplar if she could update the spreadsheet and we can
discuss who wants to be assigned to the tasks at next month’s meeting.

VIIl. Staff Updates

Mr. Hahn notified the commission that the roundabout at Shier Rings and Cosgray Road is now open. This is at the
entrance of Darree Fields and in Mr. Hahn’s opinion this is one of the most important park improvements to be
completed.

Mr. Hahn said the City has closed on the Matthews property on Riverside Drive, south of Wyandot Woods Blvd. It is a
heavily wooded area of approximately 27 acres.

Mr. Earman had no updates.

IX. New Business/Round Table
No new business.

X. Agenda for Next Meeting: January 16, 2013
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Mr. Stidhem said on the January agenda, we will discuss the ownership of the items of interests, Mr. Clinton will have
someone attending to make a presentation on Wi-Fi in the parks and Ms. Grass will provide an update on pedestrian
safety.

Mr. Earman will follow-up with DSL to see if they will be ready to provide an annual report at the next meeting.

Ms. Keplar will follow-up with Brandon Brown to see if he has an update on the bike trails map.

XI. Adjournment
There being no further business, Mr. Ehrlich motioned to adjourn the meeting seconded by Mr. Clinton. All in favor, the
meeting was adjourned at 9:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marja Keplar, CAP-OM
Administrative Assistant

Attachments: Guest Sign-in Sheet
Outdoor Family Fitness Images
Glacier Ridge Map (recommended location for climbing wall)
Pedestrian Safety PowerPoint presentation
Items of Interest e-mail from Chris Clinton
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From: Chris Clinton <cclinton@fusemail.com>
To: Marja Keplar <mkeplar@dublin.oh.us>
Date: 12/18/2012 9:23 PM
Subject: Items of interest. -- for PRAC meeting Dec 19th
Marja,

Here's a list of items I'd like added to the list of "items of
interest"

1. Discuss that progressive cities are building and expanding sports
facilities in order to enhance their community as well as attract sports
events and participants to their communities. Is Dublin city
government structured to evaluate and bring similar projects to
fruition. Is city management waiting for direction from City Counsil?

2. Discuss parkland already purchased by the City, but has been leased
back to individuals for non park use. How much City parkland has been
leased in this way? What is the most significant in size holding of

this nature? What is the ultimate plan for these city holdings? Are

there better long terms leases opportunities available? Is there

parkland that could be deployed more beneficially for more citizens.

3. Generate an advisory list for parks and recreation of ten small
projects that have significant impact for low dollar cost. (Ex. Small
bike trail additions, leveling of small areas at Darree/Avery to allow
for more flexibility with field configuration, etc.)

4. Discuss a space needs analysis to determine if adequate facilities
exist for activities such as programmed basketball, swimming, etc.

5. Discuss how a capital spend project get itself onto the Parks and Rec
spend list? Is the process vetted? Does the process ultimately provide
the best value for it's citizens.

6. Is there a process via which to approach City Council for
increased funding, for the upcoming fiscal year (and years further
out)

7 Discuss the projects are currently listed for next fiscal year
spending?

When is this list finalized? |s there anything that is in current review
or is all decided?

8. What are the top five capital projects planned for fy2013, fy2014
thru fy2015

9. Is there a process via which PRAC can assist in requesting funding
for land acquisition for new park space or current park space expansion.

10. Discuss that city parkland acquisition appears for the most part to

be a consumer of tax dollars. No parks are being developed in a manner
that brings dollars into the community. Hotels, restaurants, city tax
revenue, can be enhanced by providing park infrastructure which can
maximize those revenues. Does our city do enough and is it doing enough
to ensure Dublin is a destination city.
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Thanks,
Chris
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Piano Stairway
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SCIOTO AUDUBON — RON WHITTINGTON




PROPOSED CLIMBING WALL LOCATION — GLACIER RIDGE PARK
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OBSTACLE COURSE




SMALL CLIMBING BOULDERS




SMALL CLIMBING BOULDER PLAYGROUND




CITY OF DUBLIN

Parks & Recreation Ad

visory Commission

December 19, 2012

7:00 p.
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Note: Anyone wishing to address the Commission must sign-in. Please print all information legibly.
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May 16, 2012
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission Clty Of Dublin

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Mid-Block Crosswalk Improvements




Pedestrian Safety

Existing Crosswalk
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Pedestrian Safety

Existing Crosswalk




Pedestrian Safety

Existing Crosswalk Feature
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This safety feature should be added to ALL
mid-block crosswalks.
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Pedestrian Safety

Potential Crosswalk Improvements

Smart lights flash when activated by pedestrian
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Pedestrian Safety

Potential Crosswalk Improvements

When the Pedestrian Crossing Isn™t Clearly Visible ...




Pedestrian Safety

Potential Crosswalk Improvements

Flashing yellow lights with pedestrian
crossing sign. This device could be
placed over existing mid-block
crosswalks to improve visibility.




Pedestrian Safety

Potential Crosswalk Improvements

Brightly colored crosswalk painting.
Bolder, brighter stripes painted within
the crosswalk will help improve visibility.




Pedestrian safety should be
High priority

All future roadway projects should include upgraded
pedestrian safety measures.

Existing mid-block and high traffic area crosswalks
should be upgraded to ensure that pedestrian safety is
Improved.




Suggestions for Immediate Improvement

Improved signage at all mid-block and high traffic
area crosswalks.

The in-street sign would be the quickest and

easlest to install and it is fairly inexpensive.




Suggestions for Secondary Improvements

Pedestrian activated flashing signs/lights.

In-road flashing lights lining the crosswalk.

Brightly colored, reflective ground markings.




The ultimate goal is to promote and
encourage people to use our

walkways and to provide an
environment that iIs safe to do so.
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