
 

 
 
 

To: Members of Dublin City Council 

From: Rick Gerber, Chair – Council Special Committee re. Killed In Action Memorial 
Members:  Michael Keenan, John Reiner  

Date: March 7, 2013 

Re: Final Special Committee Report regarding Killed in Action Memorial 

 

Background 

The Council Special Committee re. Killed In Action (KIA) Memorial (“the Committee”) met on 
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 to review the remaining details related to the design and construction of 
the KIA Memorial (“the Memorial”) at Dublin Cemetery.     
 
Design 
Attachment A is a proposed rendering of the Memorial, including a detailed drawing of an eternal 
flame.  The Memorial includes a large grey granite monument stone in the center that features a 
stained glass eternal flame, an inscription, and the symbols of the five branches of the U.S. military 
surrounded by a crown of laurel. The center stone is flanked on two sides by two grey granite 
stones that are inscripted with appropriate verse, the names of identified KIA service personnel 
from the Civil War to current conflicts, and the year of death. The text “City of Dublin” is inscripted 
into the stone at the base of the Memorial. 
 
The Memorial will have a small basalt paver plaza in front of the granite pieces.  The plaza will be 
surrounded by evergreen shrubbery.  A new flag pole will be installed, with appropriate night 
lighting of the flag. No other portion of the Memorial will be lit after dusk.   
 
Inclusion Policy 
Attachment B is the recommended policy for determining eligibility of service personnel for 
inclusion on the Memorial.  This policy is substantially similar to the draft provided to the entire 
City Council in November 2012.  The policy is updated to clarify who may be buried in the 
remaining cemetery graves, including allowing cremains to be placed under the basalt pavers.  
 
Based upon this policy, the Committee recommends the inclusion of the names of 16 individuals on 
the Memorial at this time. These individuals are identified in attachment C.  These individuals were 
identified through military records and corroborating evidence to confirm residency, military 
service, and death – all in alignment with the policy.   
 
Intentionally, the order of names is randomized on the Memorial to ensure that any future 
inscriptions do not need to be done in a chronological or alphabetical order. With this approach, 
any member of the public could propose inclusion of an individual from past wars/conflicts who 
may not have been identified in the first round of research without disruption to the Memorial 
design.   
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Funding 
The Memorial’s costs will not exceed the original cost estimate of $70,000.    It is currently 
anticipated to cost approximately $65,000.    With Council approval of this plan, staff has indicated 
that funding is anticipated to be allocated from this year’s Hotel/Motel Tax Funds.  
 
Construction Time Frame 
Construction will be completed prior to Memorial Day.   Staff will work with area Veteran groups to 
develop dedication activities.   
 
Recommendation 

The Committee recommends approval of their recommendations for the design, inclusion policy, 
names for inscription, and funding for this project.     







Attachment B 
 

INCLUSION POLICY FOR KIA RECOGNITION 

Amended February 2013 

 

I. Background 

Establishing a definition of “Killed in Action (KIA)” and the necessary eligibility requirements to 
be included in the KIA memorial are critical to the overall thoroughness of the memorial.  
 
After further review of multiple eligibility criteria for several different memorials, it is 
recommended that the City of Dublin adopts a definition for “Killed in Action (KIA)” while also 
establishing a set of criteria to be eligible for inclusion in the KIA memorial.   
 
If the inclusion criterion is met, the individual has the opportunity to be buried on the grounds 
of the KIA memorial on a first come, first serve basis.  The burial spots are in the form of 3 
vacant grave sites along with the ability to bury cremains under the basalt pavers in the plaza 
area of the memorial. 
 
II. Definition 
Killed in Action (KIA) can be defined as a casualty classification generally used by militaries to 
describe the deaths of their own forces at the hands of hostile forces.  The United States 
Department of Defense says that those declared KIA need not have fired their weapons, but 
have been killed due to hostile attack. 
 
III. Inclusion Criteria 
In order for a Nominee to be included in the KIA Memorial, the Nominee must meet all the 
following criteria: 
 

A.) Killed in Action (KIA) as determined by the military.  A certified Report of Incident, which 
is issued for all KIA by the military, must be submitted.  If a certified Report of Incident 
is not available, then other records listed below may be considered.    

a. Telegram/letter 

b. Newspaper article 

c. Death Certificate 

d. History Book 

e. Obituary from newspaper, Internet 

f. Department of Defense data 

g. Internet or print records from museums, libraries, military, church organizations 
(Such as the National Personnel Records Center and the Department of 
Defense). 

 
B.) Died during a period of action/invasion/conflict.  This includes the following, but is not 

limited to: World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Enduring 
Freedom, Desert Shield, Somalia, Granada, Operation Just Cause, and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  Friendly fire is recognized as KIA. 
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C.) A certified Home of Record, birth certificate or proof of residence must list Dublin, Ohio.  

This includes the community of Washington Township and the former Village of Dublin, 
Ohio.  Exception may be made if the Nominee attended Dublin City Schools. 

 

Proof of Dublin Residency 

A copy of at least one of the following is required to prove that the Nominee 
lived in Dublin. 

a. Birth Certificate 

b. Newspaper of Birth Announcement 

c. Hospital Records 

d. Ohio Drivers License 

e. Certified Home of Record/enlistment paperwork 

f. Dublin private or public school records/identification 

g. City records 

h. School yearbooks, etc. 

 

IV. Nomination Process 

Nominations for inclusion may be submitted to Dublin City Council through the City Clerk’s 
Office.   City Council will consider requests for inclusion at any time. Names of individuals 
approved for inclusion in the memorial will be engraved approximately 30 days prior to 
Memorial Day and 30 days prior to Veterans Day.    

 

V. Determination of Dublin City Council 

If the eligibility criteria are not met, Dublin City Council may, in its sole judgment, select to add 
additional individual names to the memorial.   Additionally, individuals not meeting the criteria 
are eligible for memorial stones at the Grounds of Remembrance. 
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Last Name First & MI War (s) Branch of Service Regiment Rank County or Township NICOM Confirmed Notes
Date of 
Death

Confirmed
Bonham Robert W. WWII Army 506th B Sq 44th 

B Gp
S Sgt Washington T Yes Army Records - KIA; Gravestone Picture (Research and documentation provided 

by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc.)
8/16/1943

Carr James Allen Vietnam Army 1st Lt Yes

Name appears on a Dublin Community Church banner for individuals from 
Dublin serving in the military - Noted next to the individual's name that they 
were KIA in Vietnam; Died in helicopter crash - source Columbus Post/Dispatch 
& Army Records (research provided by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc.)

7/27/1969

Casey Eli J. Civil Army Co. A, 63 OVI Washington T Yes Casualty Sheet provided by the United States Army/ Service Record NARA 
(documentation provided by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc.); Listed as KIA in the 
Dublin Cemetery Book

10/4/1862

Davids Wesley G. Operation Iraqi 
Freedom

Marines Marine Forces 
Reserve’s 3rd 

Battalion, 25th 

Marines, 4th 

Marine Division

Lance Cpl Yes Marine Records - KIA; Karabilah, Iraq 5/11/2005

Davis Samuel G. WW II Army Ohio, 349 Inf. 2nd Lt Washington T Yes Hospital admissions card & Service Record obtained from the NARA in St. Louis 
(research and documentation provided by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc.); Listed as 
KIA in the Dublin Cemetery Book

7/14/1944

Hausman Henry R., Jr. Vietnam Army Pfc Yes Columbus Post/Dispatch & Army Records - KIA (research and documentation 
provided by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc.)

6/4/1969

Lazell Charles WW I Army Washington T Yes Service Record -NARA in St. Louis (documentation and research providied by Dr. 
Arnold, NICOM, Inc.); Listed in the Dublin Cemetery book as KIA (Battle of 
Argonne, France)

10/4/1919

Rozanski Nicholas J. Operation 
Enduring 
Freedom

Army 1st Battalion, 
148th Infantry 
Regiment, 37th 

Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team, 
Ohio Army 
National Guard

Capt Yes Army Records - KIA; Maymaneh, Faryab province, Afghanistan 4/4/2012

Seeds Robert C. WW II Army 135th T Sgt Washington T Yes Hospital admissions card & Service Record obtained from the NARA in St. Louis 
(research and documentation provided by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc.); Listed in 
the Dublin Cemetery Book as KIA

9/12/1944
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Last Name First & MI War (s) Branch of Service Regiment Rank County or Township NICOM Confirmed Notes
Date of 
Death

Sells Joseph Davis, Jr. WWII Navy Washington T Yes Name appears on a Dublin Community Church banner for individuals from 
Dublin serving in the military - Noted next to the individual's name that they 
were KIA in WWII; Listed in the Dublin Cemetery Book as KIA (Iwo Jima); Grave 
Stone Picture provided by Dr. Arnold of NICOM, Inc. 

4/23/1945

Smiley Elmer J. WWII 1 LT, USAAF No 1935 Dublin High School Graduate; Considered Missing in Action (MIA) for 1 
year then declared dead after being shot down in Germany; His body was found 
years later and returned to the United States where he is buried in the Dublin 
Cemetery (source: Dublin Villager/This Week News), Name appears on a Dublin 
Community Church Banner for individuals from Dublin serving in the military- 
Noted next to the individual's name that they were KIA in WWII, listed on 
Dublin H.S. students who served in WWII wall that is placed in front of 1919 
Building on Bridge Street      *Recognized in the Grounds of Remembrance 
Program as KIA by the Smiley Family

MIA as of 
7/7/1944; 
declared 
dead 1 yr 
later

Smith Joseph R. (J.R.)  
(Joe?)

WWII No 1936 Dublin High School Graduate; Considered Missing in Action (MIA) for 1 
year before being declared deceased; Shot down 01/12/1943 over Tunisia 
(source: Dublin Villager/This Week News), Name appears on a Dublin 
Community Church Banner for individuals from Dublin serving in the military - 
Noted next to the individual's name that they were KIA in WWII, listed on 
Dublin H.S. students who served in WWII wall in front of 1919 Building on 
Bridge Street

1/12/1943

Strayer Lawrence Edward Vietnam Army 1st Lt Franklin Yes Name appears on a Dublin Community Church banner for individuals from 
Dublin serving in the military - Noted next to the individual's name that they 
were KIA in Vietnam; Columbus Dispatch - May 14, 1969 obituary; Vietnam 
Wall; Lived at 7417 Sawmill Rd in Dublin (research and documentation provided 
by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc.)

5/14/1969

Tarpley Norman Wesley Vietnam No 1963 Dublin High School Graduate; Became a casualty of war on 04/16/1968 in 
Thua Thien, South Vietnam (source: Dublin Villager/This Week News), Name 
appears on a Dublin Community Church Banner for individuals from Dublin 
serving in the military- Noted next to the individual's name that they were KIA 
in Vietnam

4/16/1968

Temple James Civil Army Washington T Yes Final Statement, Inventory of Effects, Death Certificate and Service Record - KIA 
6/4/1864 (researched and obtained by Dr. Arnold at NICOM, Inc. from NARA); 
Listed in the Dublin Cemetery Book as KIA

6/4/1864

Wright Samuel M. Civil Army Co. G, 46 OVI Washington T Yes Listed in the Dublin Cemetery Book as KIA (Raleigh, NC); Research and 
documentation of Service Record provided by Dr. Arnold, NICOM, Inc. claim he 
was DOW

Approx. 
4/10/1865
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