
City of Dublin Planning and Zoning Commission 

Planning Report 
Thursday, August 22, 2013 
 
Perimeter Center PCD, Subarea I – Crown KIA Sign  

 
Case Summary 

 
Agenda Item 1 
  
Case Number 13-082INF 

 
Proposal Replace an existing 15-foot tall, 50-square-foot ground sign with a new 14.1-foot 

tall, 37-square-foot ground sign for an existing car dealership in Subarea I of the 
Perimeter Center Planned Commerce District. 

 
Request Informal review and non-binding feedback.  
 
Site Location 6400 Perimeter Loop Road  

Located on the north side of Perimeter Loop Drive, approximately 370 feet west of 
the intersection with Mercedes Drive.  

 
Applicant Crown Automotive Group, represented by Michael Close.  

  
Case Manager  Rachel S. Ray, AICP, Planner II │ (614) 410-4656 │ rray@dublin.oh.us 
 
Planning 
Recommendation Discussion and Feedback 

    
 Proposed Discussion Questions 

1) Does the proposed KIA sign design meet the development text requirement 
that signs be “architecturally integrated” with the dealership campus? 

2) Would the Commission support a campus-wide request to modify the existing 
dealership signs? If so, what design considerations should the applicant 
address through revised campus-wide signs? 

3) Does the Commission support minor development text modifications to allow a 
logo to exceed 20% of the maximum permitted sign area (max. 10 square 
feet), permit an oval-shaped sign cabinet, and permit a sign that is not 
“architecturally integrated” with the existing dealership buildings (depending on 
the outcome of Discussion Question 1)? 

4) Others as determined by the Planning and Zoning Commission.

 

Land Use and Long 
Range Planning 
5800 Shier Rings Road 
Dublin, Ohio 43016-1236 

 

phone 614.410.4600 
fax  614.410.4747 
www.dublinohiousa.gov 
____________________ 
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Facts  

Site Area 2.96 acres 

Zoning PCD, Planned Commerce District (Perimeter Center, Subarea I) 

Surrounding Zoning 
and Uses 

North:  PLR, Planned Low Density Residential District, Manor at 
Craughwell Village 

East:  PCD, Perimeter Center Subarea I, Crown Chrysler/Jeep/Dodge car 
dealership  

West: PCD, Perimeter Center Subarea I, Crown Mercedes car dealership 
South:  US 33/SR 161 

Site Features  Crown KIA dealership building located in the southwest portion of the 
site, with visitor and display parking located south, east, and north of 
the building. 

 300 feet of frontage along Perimeter Loop Road, 80 feet of frontage 
along Mercedes Drive (private drive). 

 Shared access drives with the adjacent vehicle franchise buildings at 
the southeast, southwest, northeast, and northwest corners of the site 
as part of the overall Crown automotive campus. 

 Ground sign at the southwest corner of the parcel, perpendicular to 
Perimeter Loop Road. 

Case Background 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The site was zoned PCD, Planned Commerce District, as part of the 
Perimeter Center development in February 1990, with Subarea I created 
specifically for automobile sales facilities. The Planning and Zoning 
Commission approved revised development plans for car dealerships 
between Perimeter Loop Road and Mercedes Drive in November 1992 
(Mercedes Benz) and September 1993 (Mercedes Benz expansion; 
currently KIA). A revised development plan for a third dealership was 
approved in November 2001 (Chrysler). 
 
Modifications to the Crown Jeep, Chrysler, and Dodge car dealership sign 
on the adjacent car dealership site to the east were approved by the 
Commission on November 12, 2009 as part of an Amended Final 
Development Plan. 

 

Details  Informal Review

Proposal This proposal includes a request to replace an existing ground sign with a 
new ground sign that would be consistent with the KIA corporate 
branding for colors and sign design.  
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Details  Informal Review

Crown KIA Sign 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Existing Sign  
The existing 50-square-foot, 15-foot tall internally 
illuminated sign face has a dark blue background 
(PMS 3025) with translucent white lettering for 
the copy and logo, which includes the KIA name 
circumscribed by a red circle, using a subdued 
color as required by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission when the dealership was approved. 
The sign cabinet sits on a brick base, consistent 
with the ground signs for the adjacent Crown  
dealerships.  
 

Proposed Sign 
The proposed sign will be installed in the same location 
as the existing ground sign. The proposal shows a 14-
foot pylon sign with a 9.7-foot tall rectangular 
aluminum base with two decorative scoring marks mid-
way through the base. The 37.37-square-foot sign face 
is the KIA logo. The aluminum sign cabinet includes an 
opaque backer panel painted white and red vinyl-
covered acrylic oval ring and “KIA” lettering that will be 
illuminated.  
 

Sign Requirements 
The development text for Subarea I of the Perimeter Center PCD states 
that signs are required to meet applicable Zoning Code requirements. In 
addition, an “architecturally integrated pylon sign” may be integrated in 
the display area. Signs may be up to 50 square feet in area and 15 feet in 
height. Potential minor text modifications necessary to permit the 
proposed sign include: 

1. Zoning Code Section 153.158(C)(2) limits logos and secondary 
images to a maximum of 20% of the permitted sign area. Since 
the proposed 37.37-square-foot sign is the KIA logo, the sign area 
exceeds the maximum permitted area of 10 square feet.  

2. Zoning Code Section 153.158(C)(3) requires that signs be 
rectangular in shape. A minor text modification would be 
necessary to permit an oval-shaped sign cabinet. 

 
In addition to the zoning requirements, a condition of approval from the 
Revised Development Plan (case 99-073RDP) on November 15, 2001 
requires that the KIA sign use a “subdued” shade of red.  
 
All other Zoning Code requirements for signs are met with the proposed 
sign concept.  
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Analysis  Informal Review

Crown Dealership 
Campus Signs 
 
 
 
 
 

The development text references ground signs that are “architecturally 
integrated” with the dealership campus. Each building is predominantly 
constructed of light colored brick, with secondary design elements to 
signify the different vehicle brands.  
 
The existing ground signs are designed to coordinate with the primary 
design theme for the overall Crown automotive dealership campus, which 
includes light-colored brick bases supporting rectangular sign cabinets. 
The proposed ground sign involves very different design characteristics 
that bear little resemblance to the design concept for the overall 
dealership campus.  
 
Discussion Question 
Does the proposed KIA sign design meet the development text 
requirement that signs be “architecturally integrated” with the dealership 
campus? 

Dealership Campus 
Branding and 
Identification 

Car dealerships often request to modify their buildings, signs, and other 
site elements to be consistent with corporate branding standards. The 
adjacent Crown Chrysler and Crown Mercedes-Benz dealership buildings 
were modified in 2009 to incorporate certain design elements into the 
building’s principal architectural character (the signs have not been 
modified).  
 
Other car dealerships have received approval from the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for comprehensive, campus-wide sign and branding 
packages. For example, the MAG campus to the east of this site includes a 
sign plan with five separate categories for different types of signs, 
including campus identification signs, dealership identification signs, 
directional signs, brand signs, and wall signs. The variety of signs allows 
each dealership to be individually identified, while maintaining a cohesive 
approach to the automotive campus’ signs, which are oriented toward the 
campus boundaries.  
 
Discussion Questions 
Would the Commission support a campus-wide request to modify the 
existing dealership signs? If so, what design considerations should the 
applicant address through revised campus-wide signs? 

Development Text The proposed sign design includes a logo that exceeds the maximum 
permitted area of 10 square feet, and is oval-shaped rather than 
rectangular. In addition, the proposed sign may not be designed to be 
“architecturally integrated” with the existing buildings. Minor development 
text modifications would be necessary to permit the proposed sign design. 
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Analysis  Informal Review

Discussion Question 
Does the Commission support minor development text modifications to 
allow a logo to exceed 20% of the maximum permitted sign area (max. 
10 square feet), permit an oval-shaped sign cabinet, and permit a sign 
that is not “architecturally integrated” with the existing dealership 
buildings (depending on the outcome of Discussion Question 1)? 

 
 
 

Recommendation  Discussion and Feedback

Discussion Questions Planning recommends that the Commission consider the proposal with 
respect to the approved development text and the previously approved 
development within Subarea I of the Perimeter Center PCD. Planning 
requests discussion on the following points and others as may be desired 
by the Commission. 

 1) Does the proposed KIA sign design meet the development text 
requirement that signs be “architecturally integrated” with the 
dealership campus? 

2) Would the Commission support a campus-wide request to modify the 
existing dealership signs? If so, what design considerations should the 
applicant address through revised campus-wide signs? 

3) Does the Commission support minor development text modifications to 
allow a logo to exceed 20% of the maximum permitted sign area 
(max. 10 square feet), permit an oval-shaped sign cabinet, and permit 
a sign that is not “architecturally integrated” with the existing 
dealership buildings (depending on the outcome of Discussion 
Question 1)? 

4) Others as determined by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 
 
 
 
 


