
 

 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 

I-270 & US 33 Northwest Interchange Aesthetics 
 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The City of Dublin is making a request for proposals (RFP) to introduce landscaping and 
aesthetics into the I-270 & US 33 northwest interchange improvements.  The Ohio 
Department of Transportation is leading the design and construction of the interchange.  
CH2M HILL is the design consultant for the project.  The City would like to incorporate 
landscaping and aesthetic details into the construction plans presently being designed.  
The selected team:  the successful Consultant and the artist, will be contracted through 
CH2M HILL to provide these services.  The artist will be selected by the City through a 
separate process outside of this RFP.  CH2M HILL’s standard contract language is 
attached. 
 
The interchange improvements will be constructed in two phases.   
 
Phase 1: 
 
The first construction phase is shown in Figure 1 and includes the following 
improvements: 

 The loop ramps in the northwest and southeast quadrants will be eliminated.  
The new ramps replacing these movements will pass over I-270 south of US 33, 
and pass under US 33 east of I-270.  New bridges will be installed at these 
locations. 

 The southbound I-270 to westbound US 33 movement will be split into two 
ramps, one for drivers exiting onto Avery-Muirfield Drive and one for drivers 
continuing west on US 33 beyond Avery-Muirfield Drive.   

 US 33 will be widened to four lanes in each direction between Avery-Muirfield 
Drive and I-270.   

 A traffic signal will be introduced for northbound I-270 to eastbound US 33.  The 
signal will assign right-of-way between this movement and the eastbound US 33 
through movement. 

 
The first phase of construction is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2014, and will take 
approximately two years to complete. 
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Figure 1.  I-270 & US 33 Northwest Interchange Improvements - Phase 1

Figure 2.  I-270 & US 33 Northwest Interchange Improvements - Phase 2
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Phase 2: 
 
The second phase of construction, shown in Figure 2, includes the following 
improvement: 

 The loop ramp in the northeast quadrant will be eliminated.  The new ramp 
replacing this movement will pass over US 33 and I-270.  This will be a 
significant, new flyover bridge. 

 
Stage 1 design plans are being developed for Phase 2 along with the Phase 1 final 
construction plans.  The construction of Phase 2 is expected to occur in 10 to 15 years. 
 
Resources: 
 
Detailed plan and profile views, typical sections, and cross sections are available on the 
Dublin FTP site.  This site requires an Active FTP: 
1. Within Internet Explorer go to Tools / Internet Options / Advanced Tab 
2. Uncheck “Use Passive FTP” 
3. Close and re-open Internet Explorer 
4. Enter the following site address:  ftp://ftp.dublin.oh.us 
5. Browse to the directory folder:  I 270 US 33 Interchange 
 

 
  

ftp://ftp.dublin.oh.us/
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Proposal Part 1.  Conceptual Design 
 
1. Using the preliminary engineering alignments and profiles available through CH2M 

HILL, the Consultant and artist will work cooperatively to develop a concept plan for 
the aesthetic features and landscaping to enhance the interchange.  The City is 
currently making arrangements to lead, with or without the assistance of the artist, a 
public engagement meeting.  The meeting product will be a design theme that 
depicts Dublin’s unique sense of place.  The Consultant shall work with the artist to 
translate that theme into a cohesive aesthetic enhancement for the I-270 & US 33 
Northwest Interchange project.   
 
 CH2M HILL, City staff, and the artist will provide: 

o the necessary base-map,  
o sheet formatting information,  
o design theme, and 
o locations of artist enhancements. 

 The Consultant shall provide: 
o An overall design concept plan for both Phase 1 and 2 of the interchange 

project with features clearly depicted and labeled on plan sheets 
formatted as directed by CH2M HILL; 

o A comprehensive list of physical elements of the interchange that will be 
improved  including, but not limited to,  bridge and retaining wall 
embellishments, free standing walls, grading, fencing, lighting, irrigation 
and landscaping; 

o Specific details will be needed at this point in the project to accommodate 
aesthetic features within the roadway and structural design.  The 
Consultant shall provide locations, dimensions, weight and connections 
for all bridge and retaining wall embellishments (including elements that 
may be added to the bridges and retaining walls such as lighting) for 
artist provided enhancements and Consultant conceptualized 
enhancements; and 

o A prioritized list of theme elements with itemized probable costs. 
2. The concept plan and associated documents must be submitted to the City by 

September 30, 2013 for review before CH2M HILL’s submission to the Ohio 
Department of Transportation.  CH2M HILL must have physical characteristics of 
retaining wall and bridge enhancements prior to October 14, 2013. 

3. At a minimum, the Consultant will meet with City of Dublin, CH2M HILL, and other 
interested stakeholders at both an August 30, 2013 kick-off and an October 7, 2013 
concept presentation meetings.  Follow-up meetings may be required as requested 
by staff. 

 
Proposal Part 2.  Hardscape and Earthwork Design Plans 
 
1. The Consultant shall prepare plans, supplemental notes, details and specifications to 

be incorporated into the construction drawings for all Phase 1 hardscape and 
earthwork elements including, but not limited to: 
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 Enhancements to required elements of the interchange such as bridges and 
retaining walls, 

 Added hardscape features, and 
 Earthwork and grading that differs from the design assumptions. 

2. At a minimum, the Consultant will meet with City of Dublin, CH2M HILL, and other 
interested stakeholders at preliminary and final architectural plan meetings.  Follow-
up meetings may be required as requested by staff. 

3. Plan sheets and details should be stand-alone insert sheets with sub-summaries for 
integration into the larger plan set.  Items that will have standard line items in the 
construction drawings should be incorporated as alternate bid items. 

4. The Consultant will prepare estimates of probable cost for all aesthetic 
enhancements following standard ODOT bid item convention per the ODOT Item 
Master. 

5. The 60% complete architectural design plans are due November 4, 2013 for 
submission to the Ohio Department of Transportation via CH2M HILL. 

6. The 100% complete architectural design plans are due January 30, 2014 for 
submission to the Ohio Department of Transportation via CH2M HILL. 
 

Proposal Part 3.  Landscape and Artwork 
 
1. In this final phase of work, the Consultant will prepare a Phase 1 and Phase 2 

contract document package consisting of plans, supplemental notes, details, 
specifications and estimates of probable cost following standard ODOT bid item 
convention per the ODOT Item Master for the plant material and artwork.   

 The City would like to retain the right to either bid the landscape package 
with the ODOT plans or have them formatted and furnished to the City for 
direct bidding. The Consultant shall assist the City and interested 
stakeholders in art location siting.  The Consultant will collaborate with the 
artist to ensure the final product reflects the design intent.  The Consultant 
will be responsible for integrating the artwork and landscape design into the 
site and hardscape design so that they appear as a single unified 
enhancement. 

2. At a minimum, the Consultant will meet with City of Dublin, CH2M HILL, and other 
interested stakeholders for the preliminary landscape and artwork package plan and 
final landscape and artwork plan presentation meetings.  Follow-up meetings may be 
required as requested by staff. 

3. The architectural design plans for Phase 1 construction should be completed by 
January 30, 2014 for submission to the Ohio Department of Transportation via CH2M 
HILL or for direct bidding by the City of Dublin.  Submission dates for Phase 2 plans 
will be determined as the project develops. 
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Stakeholders 
 
This project has multiple vested parties.  The successful Consultant will receive input 
from the following stakeholders: 

 Dublin Arts Council 
 Dublin City Council 
 Dublin City staff 
 Ohio Department of Transportation 
 CH2M HILL 
 Project Artist 

 
PROJECT SCHEDULE/DEADLINES 
 

 Kick-off meeting on August 30, 2013. 

 The conceptual design phase must be completed by September 30, 2013.   

 The design will be reviewed by staff, and the Consultant will present their design 
in Dublin on October 7, 2013.  Feedback will be given to the Consultant at this 
meeting. 

 The revised conceptual design along with details on the physical characteristics 
of bridge and retaining wall embellishments such as size, weight, and location is 
due October 14, 2013. 

 Architectural design plans are due at the 60% complete stage on November 4, 
2013. 

 Architectural design plans and specifications for hardscape, grading, and 
enhancements to interchange elements need to be incorporated into the overall 
design plans by January 30, 2014. 

 Final landscaping and artwork must be designed and specified by January 30, 
2014  with Phase 1 ready for incorporation into the ODOT set or direct bidding.  

 Final landscaping and artwork due dates for Phase 2 will be determined as the 
project develops. 
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PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL 
 
Proposal Requirements 
 
The proposals must be limited to 25 pages. Proposals longer than the limit will not be 
considered.  Five (5) copies shall be submitted.   
 
Electronic submissions will be accepted.  The submission must be compatible with Adobe 
v 8.0, in a single file, and be formatted to print on standard office paper sizes.  No 
pages shall be larger than 11x17. 
 
All material submitted in accordance with this RFP becomes property of the City and will 
not be returned. 
 
Proposal Content and Evaluation Criteria 
 
Evaluation of the proposals, and selection of the firm to provide these professional 
services, will be based on the following criteria: 
 
1. Firm and Individual Qualifications: Consultant will submit information sufficient to 

inform the City of Dublin of the firm’s and individual project team member’s 
qualifications sufficient to complete the project to industry standard of care. This 
should include three (3) representative projects, and any experience working with an 
artist. 

 
2. Capacity to Perform the Work: Consultant will submit a statement of the capacity of 

their staff to perform the tasks included with these projects.  This statement should 
demonstrate the ability of the staff to coordinate with any sub-consultants used for 
the projects.  

 
3. Time of Completion 

a. Consultant will provide a detailed project schedule including major project 
milestones and anticipated review times that honors the requested completion 
dates. 

b. Consultant will demonstrate their ability to perform the work within their 
proposed schedule. 

 
4. Project Approach: Consultant will demonstrate their understanding of the project, 

define and determine project tasks, and explain their approach to performing each 
project task in accordance with industry standard of care.  

 
5. Compensation:  Consultant shall provide proposed fees on “Proposal Part 1” only 

for this request.  Fees for Proposal Parts 2 and 3 will be negotiated based on the 
successful completion of Proposal Part 1. 

a. All professional services will be provided on a lump sum fee basis. Consultant 
will submit a detailed Fee Schedule to be used for this project.  

b. The Fee Schedule will detail the effort necessary to perform each task.  
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c. The Fee Schedule will include the labor classification, hourly rate, hours to 
complete each task, total labor costs, expenses and subtotal for each task.  

d. The Fee Schedule will also include the total professional services cost.  
e. The Fee Schedule will include an hourly rate schedule that will be used for 

changes in scope. 
 
6. References: Consultant will provide references to demonstrate the quality, 

responsiveness, timeliness, completeness, thoroughness and cost control of work 
previously performed for other municipalities or government agencies. 

 
 
Proposal Selection 
 
The City of Dublin will use a Selection Committee to review and evaluate the submitted 
proposals.  From this process, the City may select the best and most responsive 
proposal.  If a clear decision cannot be made, or if the Selection Committee needs 
further clarification, the City reserves the right to “shortlist” the proposals.  The 
shortlisted firms will be contacted to provide additional information to participate in a 
meeting or interview.  The Selection Committee plans to make the final selection by 
August 28, 2013. 
 
 
Proposal Deadline 
 
Proposals are due Wednesday, August 21, 2013 at 4:00 p.m.  Proposals delivered 
after this deadline will not be considered.  

 
Interested firms should submit their proposals to: 

 
Sara Ott, Senior Project Manager 
Office of the City Manager 
City of Dublin  
5200 Emerald Parkway 
Dublin, OH  43017 
 
Phone: 614.410.4448 
Email: sott@dublin.oh.us 

  

mailto:sott@dublin.oh.us
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LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
CH2M HILL’s standard sub-contract language is attached. 
 
Acceptance or Rejection of Proposals 
 
The City reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals received as a result of 
this request.  The City also reserves the right to waive any informality, technical defect 
or clerical error or irregularity in any proposal.  Additionally, the City may, for any 
reason, decide not to award an agreement as a result of this RFP.  The City reserves the 
right to cancel this RFP.  The City shall not be obligated to respond to any responses 
submitted, nor be legally bound in any manner by the submission of the RFP. 
 
Addenda and Interpretation 
 
No Consultant will be allowed to modify the content of the proposal at any time after the 
submission deadline, except in direct response to a request from the City for clarification 
or for an oral interview, provided that the modification will not result in a substantive 
amendment to the proposal. 
 
The City shall not be responsible for, nor be bound by, any oral instructions or 
interpretations or explanations issued by the City or its representatives.  Should 
discrepancies or omissions be found in this RFP or should there be a need to clarify the 
RFP, you may request clarification via written request to: 
 

Sara Ott, Senior Project Manager 
Office of the City Manager 
City of Dublin  
5200 Emerald Parkway 
Dublin, OH  43017 
 
Email: sott@dublin.oh.us 
 

Requests for clarification shall be received by the City at least four business days prior 
to the due date for responses.  Any response by the City of Dublin to a request for 
clarification will be made in the form of an addendum to this RFP and will be publicized 
on the City of Dublin website at www.dublinohiousa.gov/bids-and-requests-for-
proposals.  All addenda shall become part of this RFP and shall be attached as an exhibit 
to your proposal.  This additional information will not count in the sheet total allowed. 
 
Any contact with other City personnel related to this RFP, prior to the formal selection of 
the Consultant, is expressly prohibited without the consent of the City’s Senior Project 
Manager. 
 
  

mailto:sott@dublin.oh.us
http://www.dublinohiousa.gov/bids-and-requests-for-proposals
http://www.dublinohiousa.gov/bids-and-requests-for-proposals
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Non-Responsive Proposal 
 
The proposal shall be prepared and submitted in accordance with these instructions.  
Any omission or limitation to the RFP may be sufficient grounds for non-acceptance of 
the response, at the sole discretion of City. 
 
The submission of a response to this RFP shall be deemed a representation and 
certification by the Consultant that the Consultant has investigated all aspects of the 
RFP, is aware of the applicable facts pertaining to the RFP process, its procedures and 
requirements, and has read and understood the RFP.  No request for modification of a 
submitted proposal shall be considered after its submission on grounds that the 
Consultant was not fully informed as to any facts or condition. 
 
Public Nature of Proposal Material 
 
Responses to this RFP become the exclusive property of the City.  All responses to the 
RFP when received become a matter of public record and shall be regarded as public 
records.  Any proposal which contains language purporting to render all or significant 
portions of the proposal “Confidential,” “Trade Secret,” or “Proprietary” shall be 
regarded as non-responsive. 
 
Disqualification 
 
Factors such as, but not limited to, any of the following may be considered just cause to 
disqualify a response to the RFP without further consideration: 

 Evidence of collusion, directly or indirectly, among Consultants in regard to the 
amount, terms, or conditions of this proposal; 

 Any attempt to improperly influence any member of the selection staff; 
 Existence of any lawsuit, unresolved contractual claim or dispute between 

Consultant and the City; 
 Evidence of incorrect information deliberately submitted as part of the RFP; 
 Evidence of Consultant’s inability to successfully complete the responsibilities and 

obligations of the proposed scope of work; and 
 Consultant’s default under any agreement, which resulted in termination of the 

Agreement. 
 
Non-Discrimination/Non-Preferential Treatment 
 
The successful Consultant shall not discriminate, in any way, against any person on the 
basis of race sex, color, age, religion, sexual orientation, actual or perceived gender 
identity, disability, ethnicity, or national origin, in connection with or related to the 
performance of City of Dublin contracts. 




































