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Dear, 
  
It is a difficult time to be the manager of a municipal budget in Ohio. Our communities are being 

forced to do more with less because of devastating cuts to local budgets. As I’m sure you are 

aware, last week the Ohio House passed House Bill 5, a proposal that would mandate how 

municipal income taxes are collected and further cut funding to local governments.  I voted 

against this measure.  While I believe there are opportunities to reform municipal tax collections, 

this bill does not sufficiently take into account the harmful effects to local communities and the 

economy. 
  
In recent years, the Legislature and the Governor have touted balancing the state’s finances 

without raising taxes.  At the same time, they have rolled back property tax reimbursements, cut 

local government funds, and repealed the estate tax, much of which was done to provide for the 

State’s spending.  The State of Ohio has pushed its budgeting problems onto the shoulders of 

local governments while eliminating your ability to address those problems.  Many local 

governments have already made cuts to vital basic services, including public safety, and deeper 

cuts would only jeopardize the safety of our communities.  It is beyond time for State 

government to stop its ‘pass the buck’ legislating.  We should be working together to find 

solutions to our common problems.  No single group should be forced to bear the burden in these 

difficult financial times. 
  
In my discussions with local officials they all indicated their willingness to compromise.  

Unfortunately, this legislation did not reflect the conversations that took place in countless 

interested party meetings.  For that reason, I voted no. 
  
I am dedicated to working in a bipartisan fashion to find common ground on this legislation.  I 

will continue to communicate my opposition to the current bill unless the Senate revises the 
bill to reach that common ground.  Please do not hesitate to contact my legislative office if you 

would like to discuss this legislation further. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
John Patrick Carney 
State Representative 
  
 

  


