
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

To: Dublin City Council 
Marsha Grigsby, City Manager 
Anne Clarke, Clerk of Council 

From: Stephen J. Smith 
Jennifer D. Readler 
Philip K. Hartmann 

Date: February 6, 2014 

Re: Renewal Application for Placement of Farmland in an Agricultural District 
Applicants- Floyd and Joyce Miller 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The City of Dublin recently received a renewal Application for Placement of Farmland in an 
Agricultural District (“Agricultural District”) pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 929.02 
from Floyd and Joyce Miller.   

Please note this designation is separate and in this case in addition to Current Agricultural 
Use Value (“CAUV”) designation.  The County has exclusive decision making authority over 
CAUV designation and yearly renewal decisions.  CAUVs provide a preferential real estate tax 
valuation to landowners engaging in agricultural use of their land.  

An Agricultural District designation and renewal of property within incorporated boundaries 
of a City requires City Council’s review and decision to approve, modify, or deny. An 
Agricultural District designation provides the landowner protection against civil nuisance suits 
over farm operations, deferment of tax assessments on land to build sewer and water lines, and 
allows for additional review if land is taken by eminent domain for a public purpose.  

II. BACKGROUND 

The application for renewal is for property owned by Floyd and Joyce Miller located at 5274 
Cosgray Road.  The property lies within the City of Dublin, Washington Township and   Hilliard 
City School District.  It is comprised of 60.422 acres and is currently used as farmland and 
qualifies for the  CAUV designation.    



Memo re Renewal Application for Placement of Farmland in an Agricultural District 
Applicants- Floyd and Joyce Miller 
February 6, 2014 
Page Two 
 

Although no City records exist regarding the initial placement of this property in this 
program, the Franklin County Auditor’s office states the property has been in an Agricultural 
District since its November 2005 annexation into the City.  It appears from the Auditor’s records 
that when the Miller property was annexed, it already had the Agricultural District designation 
approved by the County.  The designation must be renewed every five (5) years.  

III.  COUNCIL OPTIONS 

Council has the authority to accept, reject, or modify the application. 
 For Council to modify or reject, Council must demonstrate one or more of the following will 
occur should the Agricultural District designation be granted:  

1. A substantial, adverse effect on the provision of municipal services within the 
municipal corporation  

2. Prevent the efficient use of land within the municipal corporation 
3. Prevent the orderly growth and development of the municipal corporation, OR 
4. Adversely affect the public health, safety, or welfare.1 

Prior to rejecting an application, Council is required to make every effort to modify the 
application. Modifications may include: 

1. The length of time during which land is considered to be within an agricultural 
district  

2. Size of the agricultural district  
3. Any changes in deferral of special assessments2 
4. Defenses to a civil action for nuisances3 OR 
5. Restrictions on the appropriation of agricultural land.4 

 

IV. RECOMMENDATION 

This property meets the requirements of the Agricultural District designation and this request 
is simply a continuation of its continued inclusion in the program for a five (5) year period.  Staff 
recommends approval of the application.   

                                                 
1 Ohio Revised Code Section 929.01-  “Agricultural District” 
2 Ohio Revised Code Section 929.03 – “Agricultural District Exempt from Assessments” 
3 Ohio Revised Code Section 929.04 – “Defense for Civil Action for Nuisance” 
4 Ohio Revised Code Section 929.03 – “Appropriation of Agricultural Land” 
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