
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW TEAM  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

MAY 8, 2014 
 
 
 
 
ART Members and Designees: Steve Langworthy, Director of Planning; Alan Perkins, Fire Marshal; 
Fred Hahn, Director of Parks and Open Space; Ray Harpham, Commercial Plans Examiner; Colleen Gilger, 
Economic Development Director; Barb Cox, Engineering Manager; and Jeff Tyler, Building Standards 
Director.  
 
Other Staff: Claudia Husak, Planner II; Jennifer Rauch, Senior Planner; Katie Ashbaugh, Planning 
Assistant; Logan Stang, Planning Assistant; and Laurie Wright, Staff Assistant. 
 
Applicants: Mark Farnham, LPL Financial (Case 1); Teri Umbarger, BHDP Architects; Robin Faires, 
Project Manager; and Dr. Bill Burke, Dean of the OUHCOM (Case 2).  
 
Steve Langworthy called the meeting to order. He asked if there were any amendments to the May 1, 
2014, meeting minutes. [There were none.] The minutes were accepted into the record as presented. 
 

INTRODUCTIONS 

1. BSC Historic Core District – Architectural and Sign Modifications 
113 South High Street 

14-043ARB-MPR       Minor Project Review 
 
Jennifer Rauch said this is a request for modifications to paint the body, trim and roof colors and the 
installation of a new 8-square-foot sign for an existing commercial building on the west side of South 
High Street, between Pinney Hill and John Wright Lane. She said this is a request for review and approval 
of a Minor Project Review under the provisions of Zoning Code Sections 153.066(G) and 153.170 and the 
Historic Dublin Design Guidelines. 
 
Ms. Rauch said Mark Farnham and Kelley Burke have acquired this space and requested two signs that 
reflect their respective businesses to be placed in the same spot of the existing sign. She said she 
recommended the sign use one panel as an alternative to the proposed two panels. She said a single 
panel can still show both businesses within their respective borders at the same location and 8 square-
feet in size. She said the copy “Redwood Financial, Kelly D Burke” is in red lettering and with a red border 
while “LPL Financial, Mark Farnham” is in blue. She explained that more detail will be needed before 
going to the Architectural Review Board later this month. 
 
Ms. Rauch said the applicant proposed to paint the main body of the existing structure dark blue, the trim 
in white, and the doors and shutters tan. She said they propose to paint the roof gray. She stated the 
house is on the National Historic Registry and the Historic Dublin Design Guidelines state homes built in 
that era would be painted with a light color background with dark colored shutters and doors. She said 
the blue and white combination could be used but needed to be reversed with the body light in color and 
the trim, doors, and shutters in a darker color.  
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Steve Langworthy asked the applicant if he had any comments. 
 
Mark Farnham, LPL Financial, said when they acquired the house, it was beat up and they have been 
fixing up the interior and are now ready to make improvements to the exterior. He said the siding is 
made of Asbestos so they only plan to paint. He explained the colors were chosen out of a historical color 
book. He said both he and Ms. Burke have had experience working in paint stores and their goal is to 
make this structure look nicer. 
 
Mr. Langworthy inquired about the sign. Mr. Farnham said he agreed to the one solid sign comprised of 3 
colors that are permitted by Code. He said the tree in Ms. Burke’s sign will be changed to red. He said 
they proposed a historic white color but will match the body color if required to change to a lighter color. 
 
Fred Hahn inquired about the paint color restrictions for the house. Ms. Rauch said for structures from 
this era, blue and gray is not encouraged in the Guidelines. 
 
Ray Harpham asked if the ART could recommend approval of the original color scheme for the 
Architectural Review Board. Mr. Farnham asked how he would proceed if the ARB did not approve of this 
exception. He said dark colors can be found everywhere in that area. 
 
Jeff Tyler said the ARB’s decision would be based on the Guidelines but based on other experiences they 
might be inclined to approve this color scheme. Ms. Rauch said information would be provided the ARB 
regarding the topic. Mr. Harpham said, hearing that, he was supportive of the proposed colors. 
 
Mr. Farnham stated that when they chose to sell their home in German Village it was painted in this 
historic color scheme and the home sold in two days.  
 
Mr. Farnham said they intend to paint and trim the building behind the main structure with the same 
colors. 
 
Mr. Tyler suggested that Mr. Farnham have an alternative color scheme in mind in case the ARB did not 
approve and Mr. Farnham said he would.  
 
Mr. Langworthy asked if there were any further questions or comments. [There were none.] He 
suggested that the ART consider sticking closer to the Guidelines and not depart too easily from the 
Code. He encouraged everyone to review the style of house as it relates to the colors. He concluded that 
a determination would be anticipated for next week’s ART meeting. 
 
2. Ohio University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine – Signs 

6775 and 6785 Bobcat Way 
14-025WID-DP/SP       West Innovation District-Development Plan/Site Plan 

 
Claudia Husak said this is a request for two wall signs to exceed the permitted size and height for existing 
buildings for a college campus at the southwest corner of the intersection of Post and Eiterman Roads. 
She said this is a request for review and recommendation regarding a Development Plan/Site Plan in 
accordance with Zoning Code Sections 153.042(D) and 153.042(E)(7). 
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Steve Langworthy reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission tabled this case, as requested by 
the applicant at the May 1, 2014, meeting as the Commissioners were concerned about: 1) the request to 
increase the sign size four times that is permitted by Code; 2) the ART’s approval of the sign heights of 
42 feet that exceeded the 15-foot limit for wall signs; and 3) setting a precedent for future sign 
applications. 
 
Ms. Husak presented part of the proposal that went to PZC on May 1 as a result of ART’s 
recommendation. She reported that the ART had approved the signs for height and recommended the 
Planning and Zoning Commission approve the two signs for each building where only one would be 
permitted. Ms. Husak said we also asked PZC to approve the sizes of the signs, which exceeded Code at 
126 square feet for the highest sign and 53 square feet for the sign beneath it, which again applies to 
both buildings. She said the Commission did not approve so the applicant has a revised package.  
 
Ms. Husak explained that the applicant has moved one of the signs to an interior building wall that will no 
longer require approval. She said the revised sign height is 128 feet and 60 square feet in size that 
includes two lines of text and a logo. She presented the slides that show the revised signs that both read 
Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine for each building. 
 
Teri Umbarger, BHDP Architects, said the logo is 7.5 square feet in size and the sign is now internally 
illuminated.  
 
Ms. Husak said the request to the Commission would be to approve the size twice the permitted size by 
Code. She said we are basically reopening this application; next week the ART can make a determination 
for the revised signs at the new height and recommend going to the PZC on June 5 to request approval 
of the signs as revised at 60 square feet. 
 
Dr. Bill Burke, Dean of OUHCOM, said the Commission was not in favor of the two signs on one building 
or the plain white letters and had suggested the back lighting. He said he feels strongly that the school is 
a different use than other businesses and hopes it will show that they listened to the Commissioners. 
 
Ms. Husak said the ART did not have any issues with the revised application.  
 
Ms. Umbarger said she was hoping the Commission would approve as the signs are in proportion with the 
size of the building.  
 
Ray Harpham inquired about the back lighting that the Commission suggested. Robin Faires, Project 
Manager, responded that the signs existing at the Ohio University Campus in Athens, Ohio are 13 inches 
in height and this proposal consists of letters at 16 inches in height. Ms. Umbarger said the letters are still 
larger than OU but those were placed on smaller buildings, most of which were one story. 
 
Mr. Langworthy confirmed that the only material change is the internal illumination and asked if there 
were any issues yet to be addressed. Mr. Tyler said the revised application makes a better proposal and 
makes for a better sign. 
 
Ms. Husak said the applicant does not have to return next week for the determination. Ms. Umbarger 
asked if they had answered all of our questions. With that, Mr. Langworthy moved onto the next case. 
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CASE REVIEWS 

3. Zoning Code Amendment – Bridge Street District – Riverside Neighborhood District 
 14-039ADMC            Zoning Code Amendment 
 
Claudia Husak said this is a request for an amendment to the Zoning Code to establish a new Bridge 
Street District zoning district and related Code amendments for the Riverside Neighborhood District. She 
said this is a request for review and recommendation regarding proposed Zoning Code amendments 
under the provisions of Zoning Code Sections 153.232 and 153.234. 
 
Steve Langworthy said a determination was contemplated to take the Riverside Park out of the 
neighborhood and put it in the Public designation.  
 
Ms. Husak said City Council is hearing about the proposed amendments at their work session on Monday 
and the Planning and Zoning Commission is invited. 
 
Barb Cox asked if a time extension was possible and Ms. Husak replied yes but said it depends on how 
the meeting goes on Monday night. Ms. Husak said this is scheduled to go to PZC on June 5 so the ART 
needs to make a recommendation prior.  
 
Ray Harpham concluded that these amendments need to be resolved before Crawford Hoying can move 
forward.  
 
Ms. Husak inquired about the application submittal timing.  
 
Mr. Harpham asked if the west side of Riverside Drive still had FEMA issues. Ms. Husak responded 
affirmatively. 
 
Ms. Cox said the new roadway configuration has not been completely resolved. She inquired about a 3-
dimensional model. Mr. Hahn said it will be produced.  
 
Mr. Langworthy encouraged the ART to read through the text and submit comments to Ms. Ray. 
 
Mr. Hahn inquired about the proceedings for Monday night’s meeting. Mr. Langworthy said City Council 
will be introduced to the process, provided reasons for the Riverside Neighborhood District, and then 
Crawford Hoying will give a presentation. 
 
Mr. Langworthy asked if there were any further questions or comments. [There were none.] He 
concluded that a determination on this application would be anticipated for the upcoming ART meeting 
agenda. 
 
4. Area Rezoning – Bridge Street District – Riverside Neighborhood District 

14-040Z              Zoning Map Amendment 
 
Claudia Husak said this is a request for an area rezoning of 19 parcels for the Riverside Neighborhood 
District in the Bridge Street District. She said this is a request for review and recommendation regarding 
proposed land use map amendments under the provisions of Zoning Code Sections 153.232 and 153.234. 
 
Ms. Husak said the conversation for the Zoning Amendment application above applies here as well.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

Mr. Langworthy asked if there were any administrative issues or other items for discussion. [There were 
none.] The meeting was adjourned at 2:36 pm. 
 


