
 
Community Services Advisory Commission 

October 14, 2014 
Minutes 

 
 

Commission Members: Present:  Mindy Carr, Derek Graham, Marilyn Baker, Ann 
Bohman, Mel Ehrlich, Warren Fishman, Christine Gawronski, 

 Absent:  Stephanie Hall, Kelli Lynn 
 

Staff Members Present:   Michelle Crandall, Assistant City Manager 
  
Guests:  Brianna Carroll, student 
 Hanna Houseman, student 
 Sarah Berry, student 
 Mason Winzeler, student 
 Kat Sparrow, student 
 Karey Ulstad, student 
 
  
I. Call to Order 
Chairperson Christine Gawronski called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.    
 
II. Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda 
 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2014 
Copies of the September 9th meeting minutes had been distributed by email to CSAC members for 
review.  Ms. Gawronski had a few minor grammatical revisions to the minutes. She asked if there were 
any other revisions to the minutes.  There were none. With those edits noted, Ms. Carr moved for 
approval, seconded by Ms. Baker.  The minutes were approved as noted.   

 
IV. Update on Bicycle Friendly Initiatives (Michelle Crandall) 
Ms. Crandall provide a presentation on the Bicycle Advisory Task Force (BATF) and the final 
recommendations made by this committee, including updates on the bicycle friendly community 
initiatives. Ms. Crandall distributed copies of the BATF final recommendations to the commission. Ms. 
Crandall also provided information regarding the Bicycle Friendly Communities process which is 
established by the League of American Bicyclist. Communities can receive a designation from honorable 
mention up to platinum status. In 2013 the City was one of five communities in Ohio to reach the 
bronze level of designation. The City is hoping to reapply next year and achieve the next level.  
 
Ms. Crandall provided a description of the five areas of criteria that need to be met to become a Bicycle 
Friendly Community and the City’s initiatives in achieving the required criteria. These five areas include 
engineering, education, encouragement, enforcement and evaluation. The City wants to be a bicycle 
friendly community, but also look at what’s right for Dublin. In the area of ‘engineering’ the City 
currently has over 100 miles of bikepath and staff continually looks at ways to improve that and add key 
extensions or connections within the community. As far as on-road infrastructure, we have recently 
made progress in adding sharrows. This will eventually be on all of Emerald Parkway. Coffman and 
Rings Road also have a small section of sharrows. Bike lanes are going in at a section of Muirfield Drive. 
Also planned for the Bridge Street District is a cycle track. The City budgets each year to add additional 
bike racks. Some future ideas that we want to look at are bike sharing, covered bike parking, bike 
storage and a bike park. Ms. Crandall said the education and encouragement is an area where we really 
need to focus on. This is the area we fall short in when we look at the bicycle friendly community 
application. The City has added a webpage for bicycling in Dublin and we promote bike to work/school 
month. We are currently in the process of updating our bikepath map, but also to include some safety 
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tips. The City participate with a third party non-profit to collect and recycle old bikes. We also partner 
with our township to offer Safety City for the kids and we have bike corrals and bike valets at City 
events. The City currently has 43 bicycle ambassadors. They are out on our bike trails and roadways to 
serve as our eyes and ears to communicate repairs that need made and safety concerns. They also 
assist other cyclist while they are out in the City. Ms. Crandall said our ‘enforcement’ includes bike patrol 
which help focus on education and encouraging safe biking practices. We also collect crash data and 
fortunately we have minimal data regarding bicycle crashes. Some things the City does regarding 
‘evaluation’ include bike counts, crash data, resident surveys, gather input and feedback through the 
bicycle ambassadors and we continue ongoing infrastructure planning.  
 
Ms. Carr asked what the timeline was for looking into bicycle parking more in the Historic Dublin area. Is 
that the responsibility of the City or businesses? Ms. Crandall said the City has some in the public spaces 
in Historic Dublin and Bridge Street will have bicycle parking identified as a part of that plan. The City 
has $25,000 budgeted every year set aside for bike parking and the has talked about having some type 
of matching grant program for businesses and we thought the commercial district within Bridge Street 
and Historic Dublin might be a good place to start.  
 
Ms. Baker asked on the final recommendation report what are the things that the City is currently 
working on and what does this commission need to do to help the City move forward to the next level of 
certification. Ms. Crandall said there is not a document that currently show each recommendation and 
the progress. Council has asked for this, so hopefully we will be able to report back by year end as to 
where we are and what we still need to work on. Ms. Crandall said any feedback or recommendations 
this commission can provide back to staff would be appreciated.  
 
Ms. Baker asked when the City needs to reapply. Ms. Crandall replied sometime in 2015.  
 
V. Update on CSAC Projects 
 
Fishing Education/Pier: 
Ms. Gawronski reported that the first fishing pier has been approved by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. It will be placed in Brandon Park in the near future.  
 
Ms. Bohman said the subcommittee will be attending the City’s homeowner’s association leadership 
meeting to discuss fishing in Dublin. We will be communicating with the HOA’s to discuss setting up 
fishing events in the neighborhoods that have ponds. We currently have 69 ponds in Dublin and we are 
working with Fred Hahn to create a map with this information on it. Ms. Carr asked who would set up 
the events. Ms. Bohman replied the associations would set up the event, but the fishing subcommittee 
would help them also. Ms. Bohman also mentioned they will be adding some new members to the 
subcommittee meetings. Greg Peterson would like to be a part of the subcommittee, as well as a school 
teacher and a student. 
 
Scioto River Trail Canoes and Kayaks: 
Ms. Carr said the subcommittee received a finalized draft from Tony Ciambrone from the City Manager’s 
office and the subcommittee will meet to discuss.  
 
Pianos: 
Ms. Gawronski said they have found two pianos to be painted. Jerome High School will be painting one 
of them and she is trying to contact Coffman High School or St. Bridges. The next steps will be to 
determine where to place them and where to store them.  
 
Ms. Crandall commented that Coffman Park might be a location to look at placing one in. There are 
already some covered shelters within that parks and there is high activity in the park.  
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Mr. Fishman said they would like the pianos in high visibility areas such as Historic Dublin, in an area 
similar to the covered area by Starbucks. He said these probably would not be placed until spring. He 
would like to see the City get a few more and have them painted over the winter and placed in the 
spring.  
 
Ms. Baker asked where they would be stored. Ms. Crandall said she would work with staff to determine 
where they could be stored over the winter. On another note, Ms. Crandall shared with the commission 
a photo of a ‘paint the plow’ project that Dublin Coffman High School painted for the Division of Streets 
& Utilities. They did amazing work. There will be a few more plows painted by schools also. It will be 
interesting to see what type of art work they come up with for the pianos. 
 
Climbing Opportunities: 
Ms. Gawronski sent an email to the commission today. Eric Krause would like to do another outing at 
the wall at Donegal Cliffs Park. If anyone is available and interested to please let her know. Ms. 
Gawronski said there is already natural rock for climbing at this park and there would be a minimal cost 
to provide rock climbing. Ms. Gawronski asked Mr. Krause for the information he collected, but he would 
like to take another field trip to show this group the area. A few of the commission members have been 
on a field trip with Mr. Krause and it was a great experience. Using this park would be a great way to 
see if there is an interest in the community without spending a lot of money on constructing a climbing 
wall. Another discussion regarding this topic is to get corporate sponsors to partner with for funding.  
 
Mr. Fishman asked Ms. Gawronksi if she received Mr. Krause’s last email. Mr. Fishman said Mr. Krause 
feels this commission should have a representative report back to Council on a monthly basis as to the 
status of the commission’s projects. Ms. Gawronski did receive the email and forwarded it to the 
commission.  
 
Ms. Gawronski asked how this commission should be communicating back to City Council with updates. 
 
Ms. Crandall repleid that is up to this commission how to they want to approach Council. Council does 
read the meeting minutes from this group, so they are aware of what is going on. If there are specific 
recommendations that need Council’s approval, then those need to be formalized for their approval. Ms. 
Crandall said she did submit a memo regarding the pianos, so this commission could move forward with 
that project. Ms. Crandall said if there is a need for funding, those requests need to be approved by 
Council. Ms. Crandall said she has drafted memos for the commission in the past, but this group is also 
welcome to draft their own memos.  
 
Mr. Fishman said that Mr. Krause asked him to mention to the commission that in Dublin Ordinance 
32.61 it states that ‘all reports and proposals shall be made to Council’ so that we can get them to 
implement these projects.  
 
Indoor Children’s Science Center/Discovery Place: 
Mr. Ehrlich said when he first came up with this idea, he was confident that he would like to see a 
children’s facility in Dublin similar to the one he saw in North Carolina. After talking with the commission 
members, Ms. Carr came up with a great idea of publicizing what is available in Central Ohio for 
children. The subcommittee also came up with some other great ideas. 
 
Ms. Bohman said the subcommittee came up with a new title for their subcommittee called the 
Educational Indoor Family Activity subcommittee. They have also added Ms. Carr to the subcommittee. 
They met on September 23rd and changed the purpose of their subcommittee and came up with a short 
term and long term goal. Ms. Bohman said they determined that the Columbus Parent Monthly 
magazine and their website is a great resource search for indoor family activities in Central Ohio. We 
have shared this information we discussed with Matt Earman so that we can get some of the 
information that’s already available added to the City’s website.  
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Ms. Carr commented that with all of the subcommittees that have been created, just to remind the 
subcommittees to check in and not only provide updates to the commission, but to have discussion 
within the commission to get buy in from the commission as a whole.  
 
VII. Next Meeting – November 18, 2014 
The next CSAC meeting will be on Tuesday, November 18th at 6:30 p.m. at Council Chambers.  This 
meeting is scheduled for the third Tuesday in November rather than the second Tuesday, since Veterans 
Day falls on the second Tuesday of November.  
 
VIII. Adjournment 
There being no further business, Ms. Baker moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Carr.  All in 
favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.   
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by:                   
 
 
_______________________________ 
Marja Keplar, Administrative Assistant 
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