
 

 
 
 

To: Members of Dublin City Council 

From: Dana McDaniel, City Manager 

Date: February 5, 2015 

Initiated By: Curt Gettman, Public Art Contract Specialist 
Michelle L. Crandall, Assistant City Manager 
Fred Hahn, Director of Parks and Open Space 

Re: Art In Public Places Site Selection Policy 

 

Background 

In preparing for the next Art in Public Places project, staff has identified the need for a formal 
policy for the siting of Art in Public Places projects. Understanding that the final selection of these 
sites rests with City Council, the attached two-page document describes the ideal characteristics 
of an Art in Public Places site, as well as the process by which potential locations for artwork are 
identified and recommended to Council for consideration.   
 
Criteria such as visibility and historical significance have been taken into account, as has 
community feedback from recent Art in Public Places projects. Additionally, site selection criteria 
from the Parks and Recreation Master Plan has also been considered. This document has been 
reviewed by Dublin Arts Council staff and this proposed policy takes into account their feedback.  
 
Based upon feedback during the January 26 Council meeting, language has been added to the 
policy to ensure that notice is given to adjacent property owners of any sites being brought 
forward to Council for consideration.  This additional language can be found in Section IV (4) of 
the attached policy. 
 
In March, staff plans to provide information to Council regarding proposed sites for the next two 
Art in Public Places projects.  This policy would be used as a basis for those recommendations. 
 
Recommendation 

Staff is recommending adoption of this policy.  Should you have questions, please contact 
Michelle Crandall at 410-4403 (desk) or 206-4886 (mobile). 
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CITY OF DUBLIN 
POLICY FOR SITE SELECTION OF ART IN PUBLIC PLACES WORKS OF PUBLIC 
ART 
 
I. Background   
 
The Art in Public Places program is a partnership between the City of Dublin and the 
Dublin Arts Council by which works of public art are regularly commissioned and/or 
acquired through other means. Site selection is the process by which locations for works 
of public art are chosen. The purpose of this document is to describe the desired 
characteristics of an ideal Art in Public Places project location and outline the procedure 
that will be used to site these works of public art throughout the City of Dublin.  
 
II. Selection Criteria  
 
The minimum criteria for an Art in Public Places project site is that it be accessible to all, 
takes into consideration issues of public safety, and be feasible for the installation of 
artwork.  
 
Understanding that some sites might satisfy some selection criteria but not all and that 
variety of locale between projects is desirable, ideal locations for Art in Public Places 
projects should include but not be limited to the following:   
 

1. Highly visible, highly trafficked and easily accessible areas such as City Parks, the 
interior and exterior of City-owned buildings, major roadways and thoroughfares.  
 

2. Locations that are walkable to provide the viewer with 360-degree access to the 
eventual artwork and educational components of the collection, such as 
informative signage and the Dublin Art in Public Places cell phone tour signage. 
Sites that lend themselves to inclusion in national registries such as CultureNOW 
should also be considered. 

 
3. Locations with historic significance to Dublin and/or residents of the Dublin area.  

 
4. Locations where public art might not be expected or can be discovered by the 

viewer such as trails, bike paths and unique areas of City Parks.  
 

5. Locations should be City-owned property; although, under special circumstances, 
private property could be considered.  
 

6. Locations that lend themselves to a specific project, audience or desired form of 
public art.  
 

7. Locations that, when activated by art, create a strong sense of place.  
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III. Policy  
 
This policy for site selection applies to public art projects submitted by City of Dublin 
Staff and the Dublin Arts Council to Dublin City Council for approval as part of the 
ongoing Art in Public Places program. Final approval of recommended sites shall be the 
responsibility of Dublin City Council. 
 
 
 
IV. Procedure  
 
 
The sequence of action for the selection of an Art in Public Places site is as follows:  
 

1. In advance of initiating an Art in Public Places project or call for artists, City of 
Dublin and Dublin Arts Council Staff shall meet to discuss potential mediums for 
the artwork and prepare a preliminary list of potential sites. This preliminary list 
of potential sites shall include locations recommended by the community.  

 
2. City of Dublin Staff shall conduct an inspection of the potential sites—including 

an engineering assessment if necessary—to ensure they are capable of serving 
as an adequate pad for permanent artwork and the mediums of art being 
considered. Any sites that do not meet minimum criteria for safety, accessibility, 
and feasibility shall be removed from consideration.  

 
3. City of Dublin and Dublin Arts Council Staff shall conduct a tour of sites and 

discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each. Following the tour, they shall 
create a prioritized list of potential sites and recommendations. This list should 
include notes on each potential site including strengths, potential drawbacks, as 
well as possible themes and mediums.  
 

4. City of Dublin and Dublin Arts Council Staff shall present the potential sites 
before Dublin City Council and present any recommendations. From the list of 
potential sites, Council shall then select a single site for the next scheduled 
project and, when feasible, the preferred site(s) for the next 1-2 projects.  For all 
potential sites that are brought forward for Council consideration, City staff will 
provide advance notice to any/all adjacent property owners to allow for feedback 
and notice of the Council discussion. 
 

5. Should Council find none of the submitted sites satisfactory, City of Dublin and 
Dublin Arts Council Staff shall prepare a new list of potential sites and resubmit 
to Council.  

 
6. Once a site is approved and an Artist selected, City of Dublin Staff shall work 

directly with that Artist and any necessary contractors to prepare the site and 
oversee the installation of the artwork as described in the Agreement between 
the City of Dublin and the Dublin Arts Council. 
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V. Relocation of Existing Artwork  
 
Should an existing Art in Public Places project need to be relocated due to issues of 
safety, changes to its environment, or other circumstances that create a need for it to 
be moved, City of Dublin staff, in collaboration with Dublin Arts Council staff shall 
recommend a new location or locations for the work and submit the potential new site 
or sites to City Council for approval.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


