










































































Public Services Committee

Private Streets and Private Drives

June 29, 2015

City of Dublin



Agenda

1. Private Streets
a. Background
b. Examples

2. Private Drives
a. Background
b. Examples

3. Considerations
4. Caplestone Lane

a. Background
b. Considerations
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Private Streets - Background
 Dublin Codified Ordinances, Subdivision Regulations §152.002

(7) PRIVATE STREET. A strip of privately owned land providing access to abutting 
properties. Private streets shall be so indicated on the plat. Improvements of private 
streets shall conform to the minimum street standards and street sections as contained 
herein. In PUD zoned areas, private driveways and parking areas within commercial, 
industrial and multi-family areas shall not be construed to mean private streets.

 Since the early 1990’s, code requires Private Streets must be constructed to 
Public Street standards

 4 Private Streets that strictly comply with definition
 3 are referred to on the plat as Private Streets but may not strictly comply 

with definition
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Muirfield Court
(1979)



Dunsinane Drive 
(1979)



High School Road (1977)



Caplestone Lane (1993)



Deer Run (2015)



Private Streets - Background
§ 97.03 CONVERSION OF PRIVATE STREET TO PUBLIC STREET.
(A) Criteria for acceptance. Criteria for the acceptance of private streets as 

public streets
(B) Procedure
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Why Private Street vs. Public Street?
 Staff preference is Public Street

 Private Street status has been developer driven
 Particularly where we have a heavily treed area with associated 

topography, requirement to install public streets could have 
significant impact on the environmental aspects of that development

 Character consideration

 Private Streets are permitted by code
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Private Drives - Background
 Dublin Codified Ordinances, Subdivision Regulations §152.002

DRIVEWAY. A private road giving access from a public way to a detached 
single-family dwelling on abutting ground or to a group of multi-family or 
commercial buildings and which is not dedicated to the city, and for the 
maintenance of which the city shall not be responsible and which for those 
reasons is not subject to these regulations.
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Private Drives - Residential



Private Drives - Commercial



Benchmarking

 Results were inconclusive

 Private Drive and Private Street terms used loosely

 Some had a mechanism for Private Streets to be converted to Public 
Streets

 Private streets/drives are typically  in multi-family, condominium, and 
commercial developments

 Maintenance lies with private owners and cities rely on code 
enforcement if maintenance is lacking
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Considerations

1. Status Quo – continue differentiating between Private Streets and 
Private Drives, allow the construction of Private Streets and Private 
Drives, provide a mechanism for the conversion of Private Streets to 
Public Streets per code, code enforcement

2. Prohibit new Private Streets moving forward

3. City assume maintenance for existing Private Streets

4. Leave Private Street definition as is to address existing Private Streets.  
Do not differentiate between Private Streets and Private Drives moving 
forward.  Clarify Driveway definition as a broader term moving forward, 
require maintenance, and proactive code enforcement
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Caplestone Lane - Background



Caplestone Lane - Background

1993 - constructed
1994 - HOA requested Caplestone Lane be made a public street

1996 - City Council voted to assume responsibility for the intersection 
of Caplestone Lane and Dublinshire.  Same motion indicated 
Caplestone Lane was to remain a private street.

2013 – HOA requested Dublin take over Caplestone Lane
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Caplestone Lane – Responsibilities
City
• Services - Leaf collection, curbside chipper, yard waste, recycling, trash 

collection. 
• Sanitary sewer

HOA
• Pavement
• Curbs and gutters 
• Storm sewer
• Water
• Fire hydrants
• Snow and Ice
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Comparable Public Streets
Pitlochry Court



Comparable Public Streets
Cara Court



Caplestone Lane - Considerations

1. Status Quo – remains Private Street maintained by HOA

2. Utilize process for conversion to Public Street in order for City to 
maintain
a. Would require substantial reconstruction and cost
b. Or would require code revision to provide for hardship standard

3. City execute maintenance easement for pavement, curb and gutter, 
snow and ice removal, storm sewer
a. Water and basin remains private
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Questions?
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