
Japanese Business Development Trip 
9/11 to 9/17/15 

 
Economic Development Administrator Jeremiah Gracia and Council Member Marilee Chinnici-
Zuercher traveled to Tokyo, Japan to attend the Midwest U.S. - Japan Association’s annual 
conference hosted at The Imperial Hotel in Tokyo.  The purpose of this business trip was to 
continue building our relationships with Japanese businesses with current operations in Dublin. 
 
On September 11, we visited the corporate office of Saginomiya Seisakusho, Inc. Attending 
the meeting was Shigeyuki Nishimi, COO, Deputy President; Hiroji Hara, Board Member & 
Executive officer, Deputy Head of Sales; Yasuo Hida; Deputy  General Manager Head of Sales 
Group 3.  Saginomiya’s industry is designing and manufacturing state-of-the-art Automatic 
Controls and Test Systems for regulating residential and commercial environments and 
appliances. They have a sales office in Dublin located at 655 Metro Place South. Our discussion 
focused on their success in the USA and interests in expanding their sales office in Dublin within 
the next year. We were treated to a traditional Japanese cuisine and a tour of a beautiful 
Japanese garden. Our special treat was witnessing a traditional Japanese wedding taking place 
in the garden during our visit.  We presented City of Dublin branded gifts to each of the 
Saginomiya business executives. 
 
On September 12, we traveled to Mashiko, the city we are developing a Friendship City 
relationship. Included in the meeting was Mayor Tomoyuki Ohtsuka; Deputy Mayor, Hiroshi 
Hoshito (Director of Mashiko Museum of Ceramic Art); Chairman of the Council, Hirota Mojyuro; 
Chairman, Mashiko Tourism Association, Mr. Tonoike Shigeki (owner of SAKE Brewery 
Tonoikeshuzouten Co.); Chairman International Culture & Communication Society, Shigeo 
Watanabe; Member, Taiko group, Masanori Takahashi. Following a tour of their town and 
Pottery Factory, we discussed the issues facing the community and why Dublin was interested 
in establishing a Friendship City relationship with Mashiko.  We had a traditional Japanese 
cuisine for dinner and were presented with personalized Sake bottles by Mashiko city officials.  
We presented City of Dublin branded gifts to each of the Mashiko representatives.  Mashiko 
representatives plan to visit Dublin on December 13-15, 2015 to continue to develop our 
Friendship City relationship.   
 
On September 13, we returned to Tokyo to attend the Midwest U.S. - Japan Association 
Conference hosted at The Imperial Hotel. After the conference opening session, the central 
Ohio delegation (including representatives from the JobsOhio, Columbus 2020, City of 
Marysville, Union County, Honda of America, and The Ohio State University) joined former 
Counsel General for Ohio and Michigan, Kuninori (Matz) Matsuda, for dinner. 
 
On September 14, the Ohio Delegation visited the Honda Motor Co. Tokyo Corporate 
headquarters. Asimo, Honda’s new robot was introduced to the audience. The delegation met 
with Yoichi Harada, General Manager-External Affairs Division; Atsushi Ohara, Corporate PR 
(who is moving to Dublin with his family in October); and Yasuko Matsuura, General Manager- 



External Affairs Division. Honda’s first U.S. factory is located in Marysville with many suppliers 
in Dublin and throughout central Ohio.  
 
On September 15, during the Midwest Conference, the Ohio delegation was introduced to 
Consul General of Japan in Detroit, Mitsuhiro Wada, who assumed his new role in the spring 
of 2015. He indicated that he plans to continue frequent visits to Ohio. (Note: Consul General 
Wada has since made his first visit to central Ohio on October 7, and Council Member Chinnici-
Zuercher and Mr. Gracia joined him for dinner and the premiere of The Tenshu performed at 
Shadowbox Live in downtown Columbus.)   
 
On September 16, we traveled to Nagaoka to meet with Macoho. Those attending the meeting 
with us included President of Macoho, Sachito Matsubara; Service Headquarters staff member 
Ms. Hitomi Ito; General Affairs, S. Kitamura; Deb Scherer, Columbus 2020. Macoho specializes 
in producing wet blasting equipment primarily used in the automotive industry. Wet blasting 
technology is an environmentally friendly technology that enables processing or cleaning 
without chemical use. We discussed their interest, within the next 24 months, to open a 
showroom in Dublin where they would host potential purchasers from around North America. 
After seeing the three machines they will have in their showrooms, we realized they needed a 
larger office space than was originally understood. Their sales office is located at 655 Metro 
Place South.  We enjoyed a beef dinner with all three Macoho representatives at a traditional 
Japanese restaurant.  We presented City of Dublin branded gifts to each of the Macoho 
representatives. 
 
On September 17, we met with Mitsubishi Corporation located in downtown Tokyo.  Mr. 
Tomohiko (Ted) Ikeda, General Manager of Life Science Products Department hosted the 
meeting. Their main focus of business development is Diagnostics and Testing Services. In 
Dublin, their International Food Ingredient office is located at 5080 Tuttle Crossing Boulevard. 
They are considering expansion of staff at this location.  
 
Columbus 2020 Business Development staff who accompanied us to meetings with Macoho 
and Mitsubishi were Deborah Scherer, Director of Global Markets and Matt McCollister, Senior 
VP, Economic Development.  Those attending the conference and the Honda meetings included 
the Marysville and Union County delegation; Steve Francis, Honda of Marysville Community 
Outreach Office; Ohio State Dean David Williams of the College of Engineering; Mark-Tami 
Hotta, Director, Transportation Research Center; and Carla Bailo, The Ohio State University 
Assistant VP for Mobility Research and Business Development. 
 
 
 
 
 

  


