
Community Services Advisory Commission 
November 10, 2015 

Minutes 

Commission Members: Present:  Ann Bohman, Marilyn Baker, Mindy Carr, Mel Ehrlich, 
Warren Fishman, Derek Graham, Stephanie Hall, Jason McGarvey, 
Kelli Lynn 

Absent: Christine Gawronski 

Staff Members Present:   Michelle Crandall, Asst. City Manager 
 Matt Earman, Director of Parks & Recreation 

Guests:  Elllie Deakin, Drew Albright, Prem Methuker 

   

I. Call to Order 
Vice Chair Ann Bohman established a quorum with nine members present and called the meeting to order at 
6:34 p.m.    

II. Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda 
None.  

III.   Approval of Meeting Minutes of October 13, 2015 
Ms. Bohman asked if there were any changes to the minutes. There being no changes, the minutes were 
unanimously approved.    

IV.  Approval of the 2016 CSAC Meeting Schedule 
Ms. Bohman asked if there were any issues with the 2016 meeting schedule. There being no issues, the 
schedule was unanimously approved.  

V. Bicycle Friendly Community Application 
Ms. Baker said the City is applying for a new designation in early 2016 and this commission was asked to look 
at other communities that have Platinum and Gold designations and determine what they are doing in the 
areas of encouragement and education that the City of Dublin is not doing and what the City could do to 
increase its designation. Ms. Baker handed out the recommendations made by the Bicycle Task Force feedback 
report from the Bicycle Friendly Communities and the current Bicycle Friendly Communities that have Platinum 
and Gold designations.  

Mr. Graham arrived at the meeting. 

Ms. Crandall explained that the last time the City applied for their designation in the fall of 2013, the City 
received a bronze designation. We are trying to move towards the silver designation. If we would achieve that 
status; the City would be the first City to receive their silver designation in Ohio. We do continue to add multi-
use paths where we need them when linkages are required and we’ve done some significant maintenance on 
our paths, which we haven’t done in previous years. Two items have occurred since the last time the City 
applied. We have added some bike lanes, separate from the roadway, on Muirfield Drive we have added 
approximately three miles. Also, as a part of the Bridge Street Development there will be a cycle track, that 
will eventually (with the construction of the pedestrian bridge) do a complete loop around the Bridge Street 
District. Also as we have repaved and restriped Emerald Parkway, we have added the sharrows.  
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Ms. Lynn arrived at the meeting. 

Ms. Crandall said in relation to the sections on ‘encouragement’ and ‘education’, we continue to have the 
bicycle ambassadors in place and they are extremely active. They speak to groups, they ride on the paths and 
we have used them for City activities. The City continues to install bike racks in our parks and public areas that 
need bike racks. The City has attracted some new events such as Ride Across America, a Tandem Bike event 
and we continue to have cycle cross events. Also, we are encouraging biking to City events, such as the Dublin 
Irish Festival, the Memorial Tournament and 4th of July. Muirfield utilized some of the City’s bike racks for the 
Memorial Tournament. We encourage this for any event in the community. The City also collects for bike 
donations.  

Ms. Crandall commented that one of the areas we were penalized for was not having a printed bike path map, 
so we did update our bike path map and that has been printed. This was the second time we have printed the 
bike path map and it has been very popular.  Some more discussion took place regarding maps and the 
commission recommended some other features: 

A phone app that could be used while riding. Ms. Crandall commented that currently staff is filtering 
our bike paths through ‘map my ride’ 
A printed version and a web based map should both be available. Web based map should also be 
printable 
Include other amenities on the bike path map, such as parks, fishing areas, etc.  
Printed maps should be made available at DCRC, City Hall, Dublin Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
library (if not already at these locations) 
Way-finding boards in the parks to provide maps to other amenities and parks close by 

Ms. Baker commented that each of the subcommittee members reviewed the list of platinum and gold 
designations to determine what these communities did to reach this status in comparison to what the City is 
currently doing. 

Mr. McGarvey looked at Seattle, Stanford University, Steamboat Springs and Tucson. His results were as 
follows:

Comparing Stanford to Dublin is similar to comparing apples to oranges, but Stanford definitely 
superseded what we currently have in place for education.  
In searching Mr. McGarvey could not find any difference in what Tucson is doing in comparison to 
what Dublin is doing.  
Within the other cities, they have bicycle education classes within their school districts and recreation 
centers. They also have multiple events and bicycle themed events within their city.  

Ms. Bohman said she has been working with Daniel Wright Elementary School.  
They currently collect bikes and donate them to kids within the school that do not have bikes.  
The school has an education partnership with Bike Source. The manager from Bike Source comes to 
the school before hours and educates some of the students on how to fix bikes. This is a great initiative 
that no other community currently has 
They have applied for and received a grant from ODOT for safe routes to school. This is a 2-4 year 
grant.  
They have a bicycle club and program called Wright Buddies. Wright Buddies is where a teacher works 
with a student and teaches them about helmet safety, bike education, they have buddy rides and a 
bike rally 
Daniel Wright Elementary is the school with the highest poverty rate in the school district and these 
programs have helped their students with health, fitness and education 
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Ms. Bohman said as far as education is concerned, the Dublin Police are involved in different programs to help 
educate the community. The Dublin Bike Patrol Unit works with the Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops and 
partnering with the Dublin City Schools for helmet safety.  

Ms. Bohman commented that there may be some students interested in a participating in a youth bicycle 
ambassador program. 

Mr. Fishman looked at the cities of Durango and Seattle. He said comparing to some of these cities is 
comparing apples to oranges. Some of these cities operate so differently. One topic that Mr. Fishman 
highlighted is that these cities seem to have good cooperation with some of their large companies. Some 
companies have the facilities to accommodate taking showers and having lockers so employees can ride to 
work and still be prepared for work. Ms. Crandall commented that OCLC, Cardinal Health and IGS offer some 
amenities and could apply to become bicycle friendly companies. Ms. Crandall said she would confirm this 
information.

Mr. Fishman also commented that some of the cities that have received Platinum and Gold designations have a 
different population than Dublin does. Some of them have a much younger population. Also the weather is a 
huge factor in what they can offer. Ms. Hall commented that with the Bridge Street development underway, 
that could change the population in Dublin.  

Mr. Graham also looked at some of the other cities that received higher designations than Dublin and there 
seems to be a reoccurring theme, which is events and education. In some of these communities everyone 
knows when it is National Bike Week and National Bike Month. They offer a lot of education about bicycling. 
Mr. Graham said he is a casual bike rider and never realized when National Bike Month is, but it doesn’t seem 
to be something that is missed in some of these communities. Ms. Crandall replied that the City has had some 
activities during National Bike Month, but the City does need to focus more on campaigning and educating for 
this.

Ms. Baker said her first recommendation would be for the City to update their website with a dedicated bicycle 
website. The commission has discussed numerous ideas and events that could take place, but the City’s 
website in relation to bicycling is very limited. Some of the information to be included should be: 

Bicycle Ambassador Program 
Encourage bike valet at events 
Location of bike racks and Fix It Stations 
What the schools are doing 
Help promote the local businesses that promote biking to work 
List events, challenges, etc. 
User friendly map (Review the recommendations made by the Bicycle Task Force regarding maps and 
what to include) 
Corvallis, OR includes reasons why you should bike which promote  environmental and health reasons 

Ms. Baker commented on some other ideas regarding bicycling. Some of these ideas could include community 
engage and partnerships with some of the local business: 

Making bicycles available in different locations throughout the City for people to bike from location to 
location
Work with hotels to offer a few bicycles for their guests 
Bike Source for repairs of some of these bikes 
Placement of bike racks at businesses 
Put out corporate challenges/community challenges 
Award businesses that are bicycle friendly 
Signage and education for bicyclists at a round-about  
Bike Month initiatives (bike to work, guided tours, events, etc.)  
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Living Laboratory – Boulder, CO does different type of experimental biking projects and get feedback 
from residents. There is a very extensive list on their website of what they do. 
Ashland, Oregon conducts a survey every two years to get feedback from the community on what they 
are doing well and what they can do to improve biking in the community. Between Boulder, Colorado 
and Ashland, Oregon they both have very robust community involvement. Ms. Crandall did comment 
that the City conducts a community survey every two to three years and there are some bicycle specific 
questions on the survey to engage community input. 

Ms. Lynn also suggested that the City form some type of partnership with the Pelotonia on training for bike 
races. She also commented that Dublin needs a dedicated bike store in Dublin. Ms. Crandall and Mr. Fishman 
both agreed with the idea Ms. Lynn discussed. Ms. Crandall commented that it would be great to get some of 
the local businesses involved and engage the community. 

Ms. Bohman also mentioned that Eric Krause had sent an email out to the commission and Council a few 
months about suggesting two books that everyone should read. She was able to find one of the books called 
‘Cities for People’ if anyone is interested in reading it. It does include some information on biking also. 

VI.  Updates/New Business 

Updates: 
Civil Discourse 
Mr. Ehrlich commented that an article regarding the Civil Discourse Club was placed in the monthly newsletter, 
which goes out to approximately 700 members of the senior group of the recreation center to gage interest 
about the topic. 

Little Libraries 
Ms. Carr had another meeting with the Girl Scout leaders and also met with the subcommittee to come up with 
some ideas of the visuals of what these would look like. There is a set that can be purchased that comes with 
all of the supplies to paint and another comes with all the supplies to assemble, but the paint is not included. 
The cost for both are approximately $250 per box. Ms. Carr asked if $2500 for ten boxes is a reasonable 
amount to ask for to purchase the boxes. Ms. Crandall replied that $2500 is not an unreasonable amount, but 
first we need to make sure we can identify ten places to put these and we still need to coordinate who will 
maintain them.

Ms. Baker stated that $250 a box doesn’t seem like a lot of money, but she thought we could get some 
community engagement and donations to construct these boxes. Ms. Carr replied that she had spoken with a 
troop that constructed one of these boxes on their own and by the time it was completed, they spent 
approximately the same amount. Ms. Carr commented that we would like to have some control over the end 
result of the boxes. Ms. Hall also commented that with the pre-constructed boxes, we will know the durability 
of the boxes in the weather, whereas we may not if someone constructs them from scratch.  

Ms. Crandall asked Ms. Carr if she could find out some locations where the pre-fabricated boxes are installed 
and get some opinions on the products before we purchase. Ms. Carr said she could. Also with the boxes 
comes $200 worth of boxes and the licensing fee which gets the library listed as a little library on the map on 
their website. Ms. Carr also commented that Mr. McGarvey contacted Home Depot and they verbally 
committed to making a small donation for this project. So we can make a list of the hardware we would need 
to install and get donations for that. Ms. Carr said we would need to draft a letter to them and she wasn’t sure 
if it was appropriate for the commission to do. Ms. Crandall commented that staff could draft a letter from the 
City on behalf to the commission. 

Fishing 
Ms. Bohman said the City’s website is updated with fishing information and the map, which includes 67 fishing 
ponds in Dublin. There was a fishing program offered which included fishing with the fireman. This year there 
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are two more additional fishing programs called ‘Hooked on Fishing” and “Real Time Family Fishing” added by 
Barbara Ray, Nature Education Coordinator. After talking with Ms. Ray, an informational handout was put 
together to handout to the participants as a follow up after their classes.  

Pianos 
Ms. Crandall went to Historic Dublin to take some photos of the piano that was moved to Historic Dublin, but 
the piano is in bad shape, probably due to weather. We will need to remove this piano. We will have to look 
into protecting the wood and the keyboard on the other piano so it doesn’t weather.  

Ms. Hall asked if it is repairable. It has such great artwork, it’s a shame for the artwork to go to waste. Ms. 
Crandall said they may be able to take it apart and see if the school wants any of the panels with the artwork 
to display, but we will not be able to repair it.  

New Business: 
No new business 

VII. Next Meeting – December 8, 2015 
The next meeting is December 8, 2015.  

VIII. Adjournment 
There being no further business, Ms. Baker moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Lynn.  All in 
favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted by:      

             
______________________________ 
Marja Keplar, Administrative Specialist
























