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Park Context:  The Heart of the Bridge Street District
 Through early community planning for the Bridge Street District, the Scioto River 
corridor through Historic Dublin was identified as the focal point for initial public 
investment.  The invaluable community assets of the river and historic core offered the 
foundation for both expanded civic space within the heart of the community and for 
seminal private investment within the Bridge Street District.
 The proposed Riverside Park was one of a core group of public space and public 
infrastructure projects that was identified in early 2013 as having the potential to best 
leverage quality private development and provide the greatest community benefit within 
the emerging Bridge Street District.  The park was selected as one of these catalytic 
projects due to the demonstrated and measured ability of high quality urban parks to 
provide a wide and sustainable range of benefits to their surrounding communities.   
Like all great urban green space, the Riverside Park has the potential to demonstrate:

- A positive increase in adjacent real estate value and incentive for private 
development
- Economic development value through the creation of lifestyle amenities that lead   
directly to talent attraction and retention
- Indirect economic benefit through ecosystem services (reduced air temperature, 
pollutant removal, reduced runoff, improved water quality, energy conservation, 
aquifer/groundwater protection, erosion control, emission control, and flood control)
- Community marketing collateral and visitor attraction qualities
- Health and wellness benefits through recreation-based preventative health 
opportunities
- Social fabric building through community events and activities

Park Master Plan:  Park Features & Activities
 All features of the proposed Riverside Park work together towards the major 
transformative move of enhancing, restoring and rediscovering the great natural 
amenity at the heart of the Dublin Community:  the Scioto River.  The planning for the 
Riverside Park envisions increased recreation, scenic, and education opportunities along 
the riverfront while providing protection for sensitive natural features and enhancing 
ecological systems.  The major features of the Riverside Park are outlined and briefly 
described below:

Pedestrian Bridge:  Iconic pedestrian and bicycle crossing that serves both a critical 
transportation link and a regional destination, featuring the scenic Scioto River corridor.
Bridge Landings & Plazas:  Centers of park activity and events at the interface between 
neighborhood, park and river.  These plazas provide the opportunity for active park 
programming (i.e., lunchtime concerts) and seasonal activities i.e., ice skating).
The Green:  Flexible lawn space for festivals, events, passive recreation and leisure.  The 
Green is the central feature of the park on the east side of the Scioto River and creates 
the setting for a wide range of park and community activities.
Pathways & Trails:  Recreation and immersion in nature within the park as well as 
connections to the community and larger river system.
Indian Run Falls:  Creative and sensitive access to one of the most dramatic natural 
features in the region.
River Access & Overlooks:  Providing views and direct access to water’s edge for 
fishing, canoeing, kayaking, exploring and education.

Public Conversation:  Park Master Plan Development
 Over the past three years, there has been significant public dialogue and community 
input regarding the development of the Riverside Park and surrounding context.  The 
public forums are outlined below and began in early 2013 with initial studies of the park 
extents and the interface between park, public streets and future private development. 
Through multiple community opinion surveys and recent public meetings, the major 
features of the park have started to come into focus.  The desire for more access to the 
Scioto River and natural parkland is a significant theme in both survey results and first-
hand conversations with local residents, and this preference creates the overarching 
approach to park design and planning. 

Public Engagement
2013 January & March – City Council & Planning Commission Joint Work Sessions
2013 May through August – Community Interviews
2013 September – City Council Work Session
2013 October – Public Meeting
2015 April - HOA Annual Meeting
2016 March - Public Meeting
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Opinion of Probable Cost
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nts

northnorth

Pedestrian Bridge East Plaza
 $8,400,000

Ped Bridge West Plaza
 $1,000,000

Pedestrian Bridge  
 --

East Open Space & Event Lawn 
 $4,000,000

West Open Space 
 $3,000,000

Indian Run Connection 
 $2,500,000

John Shields Parkway Plaza
 $3,700,000

East Bluff Climbing Access
 $700,000

East River Access
  $1,000,000

Construction Cost Shared 
Between Park, Pedestrian 
Bridge & Private Development

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Bridge Park East

Riverside Drive & Roundabout Pedestrian Bridge

Bridge Landing, River Access & The GreenPark Design

Grounds of Remembrance

West Open Space & Indian Run

N. Riverview Street

N. High Street

Bridge Park West

Library & Public Roads (Projected)

John Shields Parkway Bridge 
Bridge

John Shields Parkway Landings

East Bluff Climbing Access
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