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WORKSHOP SUMMARY 

The Dublin Mobility Study is intended to develop a shared transportation vision that will guide 

policy, design, and implementation strategies for multimodal mobility improvements throughout 

the City of Dublin. Currently, the majority of residents and employees in Dublin rely on personal 

vehicles for all their mobility needs. However, there are growing opportunities for multimodal 

improvements in Dublin.  

The mixed-use development of the Bridge Street District, a new public library, other 

improvements in Historic Dublin, as well as the emerging “connected vehicles” corridor on Route 

33, place additional demands on the local roadway network while also paving the way for an 

expanded range of alternative mobility choices. The City Council has identified the need for 

enhanced multimodal transportation options in order to support their vision of being a “Vibrant, 

Innovative, and Engaged Community.” The Council seeks a transportation vision that addresses 

changing patterns of land use development and mobility while addressing specific stakeholder 

goals, policy updates, and actionable strategies for development standards and infrastructure 

facilities. 
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On February 21st and 22nd, 2017,  the City of Dublin, Nelson\Nygaard, and NBBJ Architects 

hosted a two-day Visioning Workshop to develop a vision for the future of mobility in Dublin, OH. 

The workshop engaged over 40 participants, selected to represent a diverse range of community 

and mobility stakeholders, including but not limited to “subject-area experts” with in-depth 

knowledge of specific mobility conditions and opportunities. This body, as well as several invitees 

who were unable to participate in the workshop, will form a Working Group for the broader, 

multi-phase Mobility Study. 

The goal of the Vision Workshop was to engage with key stakeholders on Dublin’s mobility 

challenges, assets, and opportunities and incorporate these perspectives into the City’s shared 

transportation vision. On Tuesday, February 21st, participants were invited to hear a series of 

“table-setting” presentations. These presentations provided an overview of key mobility 

conditions in Dublin today, as well as the transformative opportunities presented by the 

significant levels of technological innovation reshaping mobility across the globe. The Smart 

Columbus and the Route 33 Connected Vehicles project presentations made clear how Dublin’s 

local and regional contexts are at the forefront of promising mobility opportunities.   

The next day’s workshop focused on a series of facilitated group discussions designed to help 

define Dublin’s current and expected transportation challenges, assets, and opportunities. The 

following is an overview of those discussions, highlighting key themes and perspectives. 

TABLE-DISCUSSION FORMAT 
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The primary objective for the workshop was to glean stakeholder knowledge related to mobility 

both broadly (e.g. transit service is limited in most of Dublin) and specifically (e.g. the 

intersection of High and Bridge Streets needs a pedestrian countdown timer). Discussions were 

organized around eight tables, each table was assigned one of the draft Mobility Objectives from 

the study, which are as follows: 

1. Support economic development: 
Keep Dublin competitive as live, work, play preferences evolve. Expand the range of 
transportation choices available to employers/employees; facilitate access to 
jobs/workforce talent located in and outside of Dublin. 

2. Promote equitable access to mobility: 

ADA, Access to jobs, Aging in Place, Safe Routes to Schools, etc. 

3. Expand multimodal options: 

Provide safe and effective walking, cycling  and  other mulitmodal options in more places 

across Dublin. 

4. Improve public health: 

Reduce emissions, increase walking and cycling, reduce social isolation, etc. 

5. Preserve our environs by focusing future growth: 

Focus new growth in walkable, mixed-use centers, which will preserve low-density 

lifestyles and protect the natural environment elsewhere. 

For the morning session, participants were assigned to specific tables corresponding to one of the 

five Mobility Objectives above, to ensure diversity of stakeholder affiliations and backgrounds 

within table discussions. This assignment encouraged participants to think about mobility 

through a specific “lens”, and one that might not match their everyday area of focus.  During the 

afternoon, participants were directed to choose their table according to which Mobility Objective 

most resonated with their experience, concerns, hopes, suggestions, ideas, etc.  
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DISCUSSION SUMMARY 

 

The following is a summary of key input themes, ideas, and areas of consensus.  

What’s Working & What’s Not? 

In the morning session, participants discussed what was working and what was not working with 

respect to the various transportation modes in Dublin.  

Common Themes 

Working 

• Recreational Biking - 100+ miles of shared-use paths 

• Lots of pedestrian infrastructure and sidewalks in good condition, particularly in 

residential areas 

• Driving is easy and efficient, and drivers are well-served by existing roadways 

• Roadway signage is clear and easy to follow, particularly near several newly installed 

roundabouts 

• Ample parking 

• Tech-savvy local population 
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• Bridge Park mixed-use development is poised to have a positive and transformative 

impact on Dublin’s “downtown”. 

Not Working 

• Biking – biking is recreation-focused not destination/transportation-focused, gaps in the 

network, few roadways have in-road bike infrastructure, sharrows are ineffective  

• Roadway network – Wide streets and intersections, with long crossing distances, are not 

pedestrian- or bike-friendly  

• Transit – Riding COTA buses still carries some social stigma for many participants 

• Pedestrian – Land use not always pedestrian-friendly, with segregated land use patterns 

causing long distances between destinations, gaps in the network 

• Driving –Younger people are less interested in driving than older generations, but there 

are few alternative mobility choices. Likewise, seniors aging in place face limited mobility 

options as they become unable to drive. 

Visioning Exercise 

After lunch, participants discussed the future of mobility, beginning by completing the following 

sentence with respect to improving Dublin’s transportation ecosystem: 

“For Dublin’s mobility system to make Dublin great, it needs to…” 

Top Themes 

 Develop a circulator (“D” bus, shuttle, or trolley) service 

 Enhance connectivity 

 Embrace people-oriented, inclusive transportation for all ages, places 

 Establish Bike share 

 Develop Mobility Hubs 

 Bring car share (e.g. Car2Go) to Dublin 

 Do more education/outreach on sustainable growth, mobility 

 Provide on-demand options supported by mobile apps 

 Focus on public/private partnership opportunities 

 Provide more and better multimodal options 

 Prioritize safety enhancements at intersections, crossings 

 Address intrinsic cycling barriers, like trip distances and weather (e-bikes, bike-share) 

 Focus on first/last mile connections, related to transit as well as cycling networks 

 Mobility as a Service (accessing mobility through public or private service-providers, 

rather than via personal vehicles) 
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The most commonly referenced mobility themes are shown in in the following “word cloud” 

graphic, in which the size of each word is proportional to the frequency of its being mentioned in 

recorded notes by workshop participants. 

 

 

Most Used Words from Visioning Discussions 

 

  


