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18-003AFDP – MAG CAMPUS SIGNS 
 

Summary 
The proposal is for an Amended Final Development Plan for 
the review of a comprehensive sign plan throughout the 
Midwestern Auto Group campus on 30 acres.  

Zoning Map 

 
 
Next Steps 
Upon receiving approval for the Amended Final 
Development Plan from City Council, the applicant is eligible 
to file for permitting for the Land Rover and Jaguar wall 
signs and apply for the remaining signs in Subarea C to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.   

 
 

 
 

Site Location 
South of Perimeter Drive, west of the intersection 
with Venture Drive.  

Proposal 
An amended final development plan for multiple 
signs on a 30-acre site. 

Zoning  
Planned Unit Development District (MAG Campus) 

Property Owner 
CARS CNI-2 L.P. 

Applicant/Representative 
Brad Parish, Architectural Alliance 

Applicable Land Use Regulations  
Zoning Code Section 153.050 

Staff Recommendation 
Planning recommends the Commission recommend 
approval of the proposed amended final 
development plan to City Council with four 
conditions. 
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1. Context Map 

The site is located on the south side of Perimeter Drive, approximately 250 feet south of the 
intersection with Venture Drive. 
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2. Overview 
A. Background 

The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed and commented on an informal application 
for the redevelopment of the existing Land Rover building in the northern portion of the site 
on February 1, 2018. The proposal included the demolition of the existing building and the 
construction of two separate showrooms for the Porsche and Ferrari franchises and will 
require future approval of an Amended Final Development Plan by the Commission, which 
will include signs. Therefore, this comprehensive sign plan addresses current conditions as 
the future redevelopment of this portion of the site remains in the planning stages. 

On April 20, 2017 the Planning and Zoning Commission approved an Amended Final 
Development Plan for the reduction in building footprint and associated site improvements 
for the Land Rover and Jaguar showroom in the eastern portion of the site (Subarea C). On 
April 21, 2016 the Commission approved a Final Development Plan for Subarea C of the 
MAG campus for the construction of an approximately 30,000-square-foot showroom, 
service area, non-retail car wash, and associated site improvements for the Land Rover and 
Jaguar brands. 

City Council approved Ordinance 03-16 on February 22, 2016 for the rezoning of 
approximately 30 acres for the MAG Planned Unit Development to incorporate approximately 
5.4 acres into the existing campus for a future showroom for the Land Rover and Jaguar 
brands. This rezoning application included the then existing MAG campus, Subareas A & B, 
along with the creation of a third subarea, Subarea C. At the City Council meeting, Council 
members were concerned about the different signs permitted and approved for the MAG 
campus and approved the rezoning ordinance with a condition requiring the applicant to 
present a comprehensive sign plan indicating the current signs with pictures and size and 
type details. The Commission approved wall signs for Jaguar and Land Rover with the 
condition that sign permits may not be issued until City Council has approved 
comprehensive sign plan.  

A detailed development history is included in the back of this Planning Report, 

B. Site Characteristics 

1) Natural Features 
A majority of the site is fully developed containing various landscaped areas and 
stormwater management facilities approved under previous applications. The eastern 
portion of the site (Subarea C) is currently developing. No other natural features are 
present on this site.  

2) Historic and Cultural Facilities 
There are no historic or cultural facilities present on this site.  

3) Surrounding Land Use and Development Character 
• North:  Planned Unit Development District (Perimeter Center, Subarea C1, 
   WD Partners) 
• East:  Planned Unit Development District (Perimeter Center, Subarea D,  
   Nationwide Children’s Hospital medical office) 
• South:  Across US 33 (Technology Flex District, Labcorp)  
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• West:  Planned Commerce District (Perimeter Center, Subarea I, Crown  
   Dublin auto dealership and Subarea F3, The Learning Experience  
   daycare) 

4) Road, Pedestrian and Bike Network 
The site has frontage on Perimeter Loop Road (±1,000 feet), Perimeter Drive (±650 
feet), US 33 (±2,000 feet), and Venture Drive (±1,950 feet). The site contains a 
curb cut on Perimeter Loop Road and four curb cuts on Venture Drive with private 
internal circulation provided throughout the entire campus. There are sidewalks 
present on Venture Drive and Perimeter Loop Road along with shared use path on 
the south side of Perimeter Drive.  

5) Utilities 
The site is be served by public utilities (sanitary and water) from Venture Drive to 
the east and Perimeter Drive to the north. dubLINK is located on the north side of 
Perimeter Drive.  

C. Proposal  

1) Summary 
This is a request for approval of a comprehensive sign package that encompasses 
the entire 30-acre campus to meet a condition of approval from City Council. The 
proposal includes a series of wall, ground, and directional signs per the regulations 
approved in the existing development text.  

2) Site Layout 
Four buildings are located across the site, with the main building in the southwest 
portion of the site, the existing Land Rover building to the north and the buildings 
for Audi (11,000 SF) and for BMW/Mini (44,500 SF) in the center. A fifth building is 
currently under construction for the combined 26,700-square-foot Jaguar and Land 
Rover showroom. 

The main building is an approximately 115,500-square-foot dealership building with 
several automotive brands such as Saab, Aston Martin, Bentley, Porsche, 
Volkswagen, and Volvo. This building also includes a residential penthouse and roof 
garden. A 7,335-square-foot building to the north houses the Land Rover/Range 
Rover franchise, facing Perimeter Drive.  

3) Signs – General Text Requirements 
The applicant has provided a comprehensive sign plan for the entire MAG campus. 
The development text, which was approved by City Council on February 22, 2016, 
includes sign standards for each of the three Subareas and the comprehensive sign 
plan has been divided accordingly. It has unique sign requirements that identify 
special sign needs for this campus with the multiple vehicle franchises. Given that 
each Subarea was rezoned at different times and incorporated into the campus, not 
all sign requirements are the same. 

The text states that the design intent addresses the unique site with frontage on 
four separate public roads and widely dispersed vehicular access points. The 
approved sign standards recognizes the development of the property with a campus-
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like feel and intends to accomplish the goals of providing identification of the various 
automobile manufacturers offering vehicles for sale on the site, identifying the 
dealership itself, and providing ample directional signage to allow customers and 
visitors to identify sales and service areas for different product types.  

Signs on the MAG campus must be consist of materials that are complementary to 
and of similar quality as the buildings. In Subareas B and C logos and/or interior 
signs to a building are permitted without requiring approval if they are not internally 
illuminated and located three feet from an exterior wall or window. In Subarea A, 
interior signs that are visible from adjacent rights-of-way require approval from the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and the interior Volvo sign was approved in 2010. 

The approved text permits five different types of signs for the MAG campus: campus 
identification, dealership identification, directional, brand, and wall signs. Specific 
requirements for each sign type are listed separately per Subarea.  

Specific requirements for each sign type are as follows are included in the text. 

4)  Campus Identification Signs 
One ground campus identification sign is permitted in the development text at the 
northern and one at the western Venture Drive curb cut and one is permitted at the 
Perimeter Loop Road access point. This sign type may be up to 15 feet high and 30 
inches wide with up to 6 sign panels for vehicle brands. Logos are permitted to be 
displayed and may exceed Code required size limitations. Only the Perimeter Loop 
Road sign and the northern Venture Drive sign are currently installed as the approval 
of this sign type in Subarea C was delayed by the Commission pending the 
application for the comprehensive sign plan.  

5)  Dealership Identification Sign 
One ground dealership identification with a height of 10 feet and a size of 50 square 
feet facing US 33/ SR 161 is permitted for the campus. It is located in Subarea B.  

6)  Directional Signs 
These signs are permitted throughout the site and provide wayfinding to the various 
sales and services areas internal to the site. The text permits directional signs at a 
maximum height of 55 inches and a maximum width of 42 inches or 16 square feet. 
Signs internal to the campus and less than 3 feet in height are not required to be 
shown or approved as part of a development application but are included in this 
comprehensive sign plan.  

Subarea A has a total of 16 directional signs. The directional sign for Land Rover and 
Jaguar at the Perimeter Loop Drive entry exceeds three feet in height and is not 
internal to the site. This sign has not received approval by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and should be removed. The directional sign for Volvo Service appears 
temporary in nature and does not meet the development text requirements for 
complementary materials and similar in quality to the buildings in the PUD. This sign 
should be removed or revised to meet the text.  

Subarea B has five directional signs, two of which are combined with brand signs for 
BMW and Mini. The directional sign for Audi Service also appears temporary in 
nature and does not meet the development text requirements for complementary 
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materials and similar in quality to the buildings in the PUD. This sign should be 
removed or revised to meet the text. The directional signs for BMW Service and Mini 
Service are combined on the same base as the brand signs. Each directional sign 
meets the text requirements.  

There are three directional signs proposed for Subarea C. Again, these were not 
approved as part of the Final Development plan due to the Council discussion 
regarding signs. The Customer Parking sign in the inventory does not meet these 
standards and should be revised to meet the text. 

7)  Brand Signs 
These signs are permitted between the front façade of the building and the parking 
lot to identify a vehicle brand. The brand sign standards vary between the three 
different Subareas. 

Subarea A permits brand signs that are either a maximum of 40 inches tall and 72 
inches wide (Brand Sign Type A), or if multiple brands are identified the sign is 
permitted a maximum height of 40 inches with an overall size not to exceed 20 
square feet and a limit of 6 square feet per brand (Brand Sign Type B). There are six 
brand signs in Subarea A, five are Type A and one is Type B. The applicant will be 
required to remove the blank sign panel adjacent to the VW brand sign, as well as 
one of the two Bentley brands signs as the text limits brand signs to one per brand.  

Subarea B has three brand signs and the development text permits the same brand 
sign standards for Type A as is included in Subarea A. The BMW and the Mini brand 
signs meet these requirements. The Commission approved a minor text modification 
with the approval of the Amended Final Development Plan for Audi that permitted 
the brand sign Type B to be a 2.7-square-foot wall sign, which is different from the 
Type B brand sign in the other Subareas. The Audi brand sign meets this 
requirement.  

There are two brand signs shown in the comprehensive sign plan for Subarea C, 
which will require approval in the future as they were not approved as part of the 
Final Development Plan for Land Rover and Jaguar. Neither sign meets the 
development text. As stated above, the brand signs shall have a maximum height of 
40 inches and maximum width of 72 inches. Both signs exceed the height limitation. 
In addition, the brand signs are limited to identifying a single manufacturer whose 
products are sold in the building. Each brand sign on the MAG campus includes only 
the logo or name of the brand and the proposal does not meet this requirement. 
These signs must be revised to meet the text. 

8)  Wall Signs 
One wall sign is permitted in Subarea A located on the north façade of the 
northernmost building in the Subarea. The wall sign is limited to identify a single 
brand and is permitted at a height of 25 feet. This provision was specifically included 
for the existing Land Rover sign. A MAG Welcome sign is shown on the northern 
entrance of the main dealership building, which does not meet the development text 
and should be removed. In 2014, the Commission approved a development text 
modification as part of an Amended Final Development Plan approval that permitted 
the specific wall signs, at the specific heights shown for the then proposed combined 
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Jaguar and Land Rover dealership. This provision will no longer apply as the Jaguar 
and Land Rover building is currently under construction elsewhere on the campus. 
As part of the application for the Porsche and Ferrari buildings, sign standards will 
have to be addressed.  

The Commission previously permitted wall signs in Subarea B, one for each vehicle 
brand. In Subarea B, wall signs are required to adhere to the 15-foot height 
limitation of the Zoning Code and each sign was limited to 50 square feet. Audi, 
BMW and Mini each have a wall sign.  

The development text permits two wall signs in Subarea C along the building façade, 
one each for Jaguar and Land Rover. Wall signs cannot exceed 25 feet in height and 
100 square feet in size combined and one single wall sign cannot exceed 55 square 
feet. Logos are permitted on wall signs and are exempt from color restrictions and 
logo size limitations. The Commission approved these signs at the Final Development 
Plan stage but conditioned that permits could not be issued until Council review of 
the comprehensive sign plan.  

 

3. Site Plan 

 
4. Criteria Analysis 
A. Amended Final Development Plan Analysis [§153.055(B)] 

1) The proposal is consistent with the approved preliminary development 
plan. 
Criteria Met with Conditions. The proposal is consistent with the preliminary 
development plan and adheres to the requirements of the development text, except 
as noted below. The applicant identifies several signs that do not adhere to the 
development text in the comprehensive sign plan. The directional signs for Volvo 
Service, Audi Service, and Customer Parking for Land Rover/Jaguar do not meet the 
text for materials and quality. They must be revised or removed. The MAG Welcome 
sign in Subarea A exceeds the number of permitted wall signs and must be removed. 
The Jaguar and Land Rover brand signs do not meet the text requirements for 
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height and sign type and must be revised. The number of brand signs for Bentley 
exceed the text allowance and one must be removed. 

2)       Adequate provision is made for safe and efficient pedestrian and vehicular 
circulation within the site and adjacent property. 
Not Applicable. 

3) The development has adequate public services and open space. 
Not Applicable. 

4) The development preserves and is sensitive to natural characteristics of 
the site while complying with applicable regulations. 
Not Applicable. 

5) The development provides adequate lighting for safe use of the site 
without emitting light onto adjacent properties. 
Not Applicable. 

6) The proposed signs are coordinated within the PUD and with adjacent 
development. 
Criteria Met with Conditions. The majority of the signs in the comprehensive sign 
plan meet the requirements of the approved development text and were approved 
as part of final or amended final development plans by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Several of the small directional signs internal to the campus do not 
require review and approval. Signs, other than wall signs, included for Subarea C 
(Jaguar and Land Rover) will require review and approval by the Commission after 
this comprehensive sign plan is approved by City Council.  

7) The development had appropriate landscaping to enhance, buffer, and 
soften the building and site. 
Not Applicable. 

8) The development is compliant with stormwater management regulations. 
Not Applicable. 

9) If developed in multiple phases, all phases comply with the previous 
criteria. 
Not applicable.  

10) The proposed development is compliant with other laws and regulations. 
Criteria met. The proposal complies with all other known applicable local, state, and 
federal laws and regulations. 
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5. Recommendation 

The proposed Amended Final Development Plan is consistent with all applicable review 
criteria. Staff is recommending that the Commission recommend Approval to City Council 
with the following conditions: 
 
1) That the directional signs for Volvo Service, Audi Service, and Customer Parking for Land 

Rover/Jaguar be revised or removed from the comprehensive sign plan and the site; 

2) That the MAG Welcome sign in Subarea A be removed; 

3) That the Jaguar and Land Rover brand signs be revised and approved by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission as part of a future application, and;  

4) That one of the Bentley brand signs be removed from the campus and this 
comprehensive sign plan.  
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6. Detailed History 

2016 

The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval to City Council of a rezoning 
of approximately 30-acres for the MAG Planned Unit Development to incorporate 
approximately 5.4 acres into the existing campus for a future showroom for the Land Rover 
and Jaguar brands at their January 7, 2016 meeting. 

2015 

On October 1, 2015, the Commission provided non-binding feedback on a proposal for a 
future expansion to the Midwestern Auto Group (MAG) campus to incorporate an additional 
5.4 acres into the PUD for an approximately 29,000-square-foot showroom for the Jaguar 
and Land Rover franchises, the demolition of the existing Land Rover showroom and the 
construction of a new 9,000-square-foot showroom for the Porsche franchises, and the 
addition of an elevated showroom addition to the main building for the Lamborghini 
franchise and all associated site improvements. 

2014 

PZC approved the demolition of the Land Rover showroom and the construction of a new 
30,000-square-foot showroom for the Land Rover/Range Rover and Jaguar franchises; a sky 
bridge connecting the proposed building to the main MAG building; and text modifications to 
decrease the pavement setbacks along US33, decreased parking for service bays in Subarea 
A and wall signs for the new building in Subarea A. 

2013  

PZC approved a material change for the rear elevation of the Audi building. 

2012 

PZC approved amended final development plan for a separate Audi showroom and the 
incorporation of a non-public car wash for the BMW/Mini building. 

PZC approved an amended final development plan for the BMW/Mini showroom with 
conditions to remove the proposed Audi building from the plan and to revise the 
architecture to be more in line with other campus buildings and the approved BMW/Mini 
building.  

City Council approved a rezoning on March 12, 2012 for a 40,000-square-foot building with 
approximately 4,000 square feet for expansion area, 225 parking spaces and 57,000 square 
feet of vehicle display area for the BMW and Mini franchise. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of a rezoning with preliminary 
development plan and final development plan to develop additional land into the MAG PUD 
for the Mini and BMW franchises.  

2011 

The Planning and Zoning Commission informally reviewed a proposal to incorporate 
additional land into the MAG PUD for the Mini and BMW franchises to move from Post Road.  
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2010 

City Council approved a rezoning with preliminary development plan that removed Subarea 
J and portions of Subareas D and J-1 from the Perimeter Center PCD and established a 
15.6-acre MAG PUD.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission approved a final development plan with the recently 
constructed addition for the Volvo and Porsche franchises. The addition includes an owner’s 
residential suite. This rezoning moved MAG out of the Perimeter Center Planned District and 
into a separate PUD (MAG plan). 

2008 

City Council approved a rezoning with preliminary development plan to remove part of 
Subarea D place it into Subarea J-1 to accommodate a free-standing parking lot for the MAG 
dealership.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission disapproved an amended final development plan for 
exterior building modifications and a wall sign for Porsche franchise.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of a rezoning with preliminary 
development plan to remove part of Subarea D place it into Subarea J-1 to accommodate a 
free-standing parking lot for the MAG dealership.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission informally a proposal for exterior building 
modifications and a wall sign for Porsche franchise.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission informally reviewed a proposal to accommodate a 
free-standing parking lot for the MAG dealership.  

2005 

The Planning and Zoning Commission approved an amended final development plan for the 
construction of an 18,081-square-foot expansion and skywalk addition for the MAG 
dealership.   

2004 

The Planning and Zoning Commission approved a revised final development plan for 
architectural and site modifications to the Rolls Royce brand within the MAG dealership.   

1998 

The Planning and Zoning Commission approved a development plan for the construction of 
the 7,335-square-foot Land Rover building within the MAG dealership.   

1997 

The Planning and Zoning Commission approved a development plan for the construction of 
the 71,000-square-foot main MAG dealership building.   

Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval and City Council approved a 
rezoning to create a 14-acre Subarea J of the Perimeter Center plan for auto dealerships 
and other uses, with several automotive franchises as a part of the Midwest Auto Group 
(MAG) campus. 

 


