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MEMO 
 

To:  Lori Burchett, AICP 

 Planner II, City of Dublin 

  

From:  Christine Trebellas, AICP, LEED Green Associate 

 Historic Preservation Consultant  

 

Date: March 6, 2018 

 

Re:  Review for Accessory Structure to 37 W. Bridge Street 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The .252-acre property located at 37 W. Bridge Street is part of the Bridge Street District—Historic Core zoning 

district and was the first official firehouse built for Washington and Perry Townships. It was recommend 

contributing to the City of Dublin’s Local Historic District as well as contributing to the National Register of 

Historic Places as part of the Recommended Dublin High Street Historic District boundary increase for its 

contributions to the history and architecture of the original village. The fire station consists of an 

approximately 36’x60’ one-story gable-front stone structure with a slate roof, oval vent in the front gable, and 

two former garage bays (now glazed with windows and pedestrian entrances). The sides of the building have a 

random ashlar stone pattern (probably of local limestone) and six over nine sash windows with stone sills and 

stone arches. Pedestrian doors include a six-panel wood door with a stone arch on the west side and a wood 

panel door with six lights and a deep wood surround on the east side. A small 10’x18’ stone and concrete 

block addition to the rear of the building contains a pedestrian door on the east side; it appears to be a stair 

tower to the second floor of a large, flat-roof, 46’x56’ concrete block and brick addition. This large rear 

addition has storefront windows on the east side and one over one sash windows on upper floors as well as on 

the rear and west side of the building.   

  

HISTORY 

According to historic maps, the property was part of the original village of Dublin and appears to have served 

as a residence with a rectangular frame dwelling until purchased by the Trustees of Washington Township on 

August 8, 1942, for a fire house (Franklin County Auditor Historic Parcel Sheet). Since state laws in the early 

twentieth century would not allow two townships to own fire equipment, the Dublin Volunteer Fire 

Department was chartered on April 20, 1937 to serve Washington and Perry Townships (see a summary of the 

meeting minutes of the Dublin Volunteer Fire Department located in the Dublin Digital Memories Collection at 

the Columbus Metropolitan Library). A Fire Board consisting of elected officers was created to run the 

business of the volunteer fire department. The board then purchased a 1937 REO Segrave fire engine and 

housed it in a local Dublin garage. By January 13, 1942, the Fire Board grew tired of this temporary 

arrangement and proposed to build an official fire house. Later that year, Washington and Perry Townships 

took over the management of the Fire Board and all property of the Dublin Volunteer Fire Department was 

transferred to the township trustees.  The following year, the trustees attempted to gain permission from the 

government through the county commissioners to build a new firehouse. Although the first application for a 

new fire house was turned down in June of 1943, the trustees eventually received permission and in 1944 they 
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hired Architects Benham & Richards of Columbus, Ohio to design a firehouse for the property at 37 W. Bridge 

Street. The new fire house was officially dedicated on June 10, 1945.  

 

After ten years, Washington and Perry Townships outgrew this new station. By March 1956, talk began 

concerning the need for a new building behind the current fire station for storage.  In 1959, the township 

trustees began planning this station addition for a cost of $20,000 to $40,000. The fire station addition was 

eventually approved, and it appears to have been built between 1959 and 1963 (Franklin County Auditor 

Historic Parcel Sheet).  

 

Overall, the firehouse at 37 W. Bridge Street is part of the history and architectural development of the City of 

Dublin. The stone firehouse is one of many stone buildings (including structures at 16 N. High, 6 S. High, 37 S. 

Riverview, and 63 S. High Streets) in the City of Dublin; local limestone was often used in stone walls, 

foundations, lintels, sills, and architectural trim.  The exterior stone material, as well as the stone arches and 

sills, the deep door surrounds, the vehicle openings, the commemorative plaques, and the driveway, are some 

of the firehouse’s character-defining features that contribute to the significance of the structure and indicate 

its past use. Although the firehouse is currently NOT listed on the National Register of Historic Places, I would 

recommend it as contributing to the National Register for its contributions to local architecture and history.   

 

COMMENTS ON THE ACCESSORY STRUCTURE 

Below is a review of the proposed modifications to the historic building and a discussion of issues that should 

be addressed before the accessory structure is approved for the firehouse site. It is based upon this reviewer’s 

understanding of the City of Dublin Bridge Street District (BSD) Zoning Districts, the Preservation, 

Rehabilitation, and New Construction Guidelines of the Historic Dublin Design Guidelines, and the Secretary of 

Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. These comments are based on the reviewer’s 

professional experience and judgment regarding historic architecture and preservation projects. However, 

these comments do not (and cannot) identify every issue that may be of concern to the City of Dublin and its 

various review boards. As always, the final determination of these issues lies with the City of Dublin. 

 

The current proposal calls for the addition of an accessory bar structure for an outdoor patio venue located to 

the north of the original firehouse on the former driveway. The approximately 24’ long by 10’ wide and 12.5’ 

tall bar structure will allow seating for around 26 patrons. It will have a masonry base, concrete bar top, 

columns, and a metal roof. Metal and glass bi-fold style garage doors will secure the structure when not in 

use. A paver patio with a 3’-high black metal fence and landscaping will surround the structure. The existing 

firehouse sign will remain. 

 

PROS: 

The proposed accessory bar structure will sit in the former driveway of the firehouse; its location will take an 

essentially un-used space and create an outdoor seating area for local residents and others. It will provide an 

improved environment for walking and actively engage the space, which is one of the goals of the City of 

Dublin Bridge Street District. According to Section 153.058, 5 BSD Historic Core of the City of Dublin Bridge 

Street District Zoning Districts, “the district focuses on ensuring sensitive infill development and redevelopment 

and providing an improved environment for walking while accommodating vehicles. The district accepts 

building types that are consistent with the historic development pattern of Historic Dublin…..” 

 



                            

 

3 

 

And since the bar will be an accessory structure, it will have little to no physical impact on the historic building. 

If the accessory structure is removed at a future date, the essential form and structure of the historic property 

will remain intact. This is one of the key criteria of the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation—

“new additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed 

in the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.”   

 

The standards for rehabilitation also state “new additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will 

not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale, and 

proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.” As an accessory 

structure, the bar addition will leave historic materials and features intact. And the new structure will be 

differentiated from the old by the use of new materials such as metal, glass, and concrete. The overall design 

of the accessory bar, with its independent structure, use of new materials and features, is compatible with the 

historic building. Its use of materials, size, scale and proportions, and spatial relationships, however, will be 

addressed below.  

 

CONS: 

While the accessory bar structure will provide an improved environment for walking, actively engage the 

space, and not destroy the historic fabric of the firehouse, the current form of the structure overpowers the 

historic building and is NOT a sensitive infill development. The current size, scale, and location of the proposed 

bar hide the historic features of the firehouse; one cannot see the original vehicle openings through the large 

accessory structure, nor visualize that the new patio was actually the driveway for the former firehouse.  The 

firehouse is approximately 36’ wide and 23’ tall while the proposed bar will be 24’ wide and 12.5’ tall; this 

leaves little room to actually see the historic structure behind the bar. Most of the stone façade, as well as the 

character-defining vehicle openings and commemorative plaques, will be hidden behind the new structure. 

Although these vehicle openings have been replaced with windows and pedestrian doors, they are still extant 

and convey the building’s historic purpose. The same applies to the firehouse drive, which will be hidden by 

the new patio and the large bar structure. I would suggest reducing the size of the bar structure (in length, 

width, and height), relocating it and/or re-orienting it to one side so the façade of the historic building is more 

visible. More table seating, which can be removed when not in use, could be provided to make up for the lost 

bar seating. And perhaps a different paving pattern could be used to differentiate the original firehouse drive 

from the expanded patio.  

 

In addition, I question the use of materials in the proposed bar. I would want to be sure that the Ohio Tan 

Block masonry of the bar structure is compatible with, but not identical to, the stone exterior of the firehouse. 

And, it should resemble real stone, not a fake substitute. Moreover, the stone material is not used properly; 

stone usually does NOT appear in a gable front UNLESS there are stone walls or several stone columns to 

support it. Visually speaking, there is not adequate structure to support the stone in the gables (unless the 

stone is clearly a simulated stone substitute—which I would NOT recommend). A different material—but one 

compatible with the historic character of the district—should be used in the gable.  

 

ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS 

There is a large tree currently standing to the northwest of the firehouse. It appears to be rather old—possibly 

dating to the construction of the firehouse in the 1940s—and should be preserved. The Secretary of Interior’s 
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Standards for Rehabilitation recommends “identifying, retaining, and preserving buildings and their features 

as well as features of the site that are important in defining its overall character.” Site features such as 

landscaping (and the firehouse drive which was discussed above) are part of the historic character of the 

property. Current plans for the accessory bar structure note the location of this existing tree but do not 

address how it will be treated. Generally, construction projects should NOT affect the drip line of trees that 

are to be preserved on site. It is unclear if the grading for the paver patio will impact the tree’s root system 

and if the new paver patio will allow enough water to reach the tree’s roots. Ideally, a landscape architect or 

qualified landscape designer should be consulted to determine the age and health of the tree as well as any 

possible impacts the proposed project may have on the tree.  

 

More information is needed regarding the side patio and access to the venue restrooms. There is no plan 

depicting the layout of this area to ensure that there is an accessible clear path for patrons. And the small area 

that is depicted in plan does not adequately address the existing tree which stands in the middle of the path 

(see above) or if there is enough room for existing tenants and their clients to access the firehouse building. In 

addition, there are approximately eight (8) HVAC compressor units located to the north of the firehouse in this 

area. How will these units be screened from the bar patrons? What will be done to mitigate against the noise 

produced by these compressor units?  

 

The Secretary of Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation also state that “archeological resources will be 

protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be 

undertaken.” While it is unclear if there are any archeological resources located on the property of the old 

firehouse, the site has been inhabited since at least 1856. There is a strong likelihood that there may be 

resources associated with the residential use of property such as foundations of former structures, wells, 

outhouse remains, etc. Although the proposed accessory bar structure will disturb only the top levels of soil, 

there could still be some archeological finds. If any potential archeological findings are uncovered in the 

course of grading and excavations, the appropriate authorities must be notified.  

 

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 
1. Current view of the firehouse at 37 W. Bridge Street from the northeast. Character-defining features of the historic building include 

the vehicle openings, the stone façade, the oval vent in the gable front, the original windows and pedestrian doors, the 

commemorative plaques, and the driveway. The proposed accessory bar structure will block the view of many of these character-

defining features. 
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2. Current view of the firehouse at 37 W. Bridge Street from the northwest. Character-defining features of the historic building include the 

vehicle openings, the stone façade, the commemorative plaques, the six-over nine sash windows with stone arches and lintels, and the wood 

panel door. Note the large evergreen tree located approximately 10 feet from the firehouse and the HVAC units to the rear of the structure. The 

proposed paver patio will be located to the front and west side of the historic building. 

           
3. Current view of the firehouse from the southeast   4. Current view of the post-1959 firehouse addition 

 
5. Current view of the firehouse at 37 W. Bridge Street from the northeast. The sign will remain as part of the proposed development 
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MAPS & HISTORIC IMAGES 

                            

1. 1856 map of Dublin, Ohio. The property at 37 W. Bridge Street has an L-shaped building and is owned by J. Penn.  
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2. 1872 map of Dublin, Ohio. The property at 37 W. Bridge Street is now owned by R. Brittenham and contains a rectangular structure. 

 

 



                            

 

8 

 

 

 

3. 1947 aerial photograph of Dublin, Ohio. The recently completed firehouse is at the corner of W. Bridge Street and Mill Lane.  
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4. Photo collage of the Dublin Volunteer Fire Department after its charter in 1937. The fire department leased space in a local garage (Brown’s 

Garage) until the fire station at 37 W. Bridge Street was built. Source: Dublin Digital Memories Collection at the Columbus Metropolitan Library.  
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4. Photo collage of the recently completed firehouse at 37 W. Bridge Street from the 1940s. Source: Dublin Digital Memories Collection at the 

Columbus Metropolitan Library.  


