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August 2024

Letter from the City Manager

As summer draws to a close, | want to take a

moment to reflect on a successful August filled with
celebrations, milestones and important developments
for our city.

First and foremost, a huge thank you to everyone

who played a part in this year’s Dublin Irish

Festival! Whether you were an organizer, volunteer,
performer, vendor or one of the many attendees,

your contributions helped make this event a success
once again. It was truly wonderful to see so many
people enjoying this signature Dublin event, especially
Ireland’s Ambassador to the United States Geraldine
Byrne Nason.

After the Festival, we hosted our first Better Together
team meeting at the Coffman Park Amphitheater.
This gathering for all City employees provided an
opportunity to come together, celebrate milestones,
reinforce our positive work culture and recognize the
many achievements of our staff. It was a reminder of
what makes Dublin special - the collaboration and
shared commitment to moving our city forward.

On the development front, we advanced the 243-
acre purchase of land in our West Innovation District,
a significant step in our ongoing efforts to foster
innovation, recreation and economic growth in Dublin.
We are preparing for the closing of this strategic

real estate acquisition and have formed a steering
committee.

In the West Innovation District, we also marked a
special milestone this month - the 10-year anniversary
of the Ohio University Dublin Campus. Over the past

decade, this campus has become a cornerstone

of education and healthcare innovation in our city,
offering programs that connect academic excellence
with real-world impact. We're proud to have Ohio
University as a partner in our community, and we
look forward to continued collaboration as they

help shape the next generation of leaders and
professionals.

Thank you all for your hard work and dedication.
Let’s continue to build on these successes and make
Dublin an even better place to live, work and thrive.

Megan Q’Callaghan
City Manager
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Become the Most Connected Community in the U.S.

Status: Construction continues in Phase 1. The permit status map can be viewed here. altafiber has mailed two
general information pieces and is distributing door hangers. They also began direct marketing activities in July.
Yard signs and a City of Dublin flyer have also been added as communication methods. The website has had
7,800+ project page views, 2,500+ residents have signed up for updates and now receive update newsletters, and
a total of 1,538 residents have notified altafiber of having a dog fence and/or sprinkler system. This information
will help altafiber coordinate how they enter a resident’s yard when laying fiber in order to minimize impact on the
resident. The first release of doors will occur on Sept. 13, 2024. This means they will offer internet services to the
first 3,000 potential customers A fiber splicing event will take place 1-3 p.m., Sept. 14 in Coffman Park Pavilion.
This public event will be centered around a live fiber splicing demonstration, conducted by altafiber’s expert
technicians. This demonstration will illustrate the advanced technology behind fiber optics and the crucial role it
plays in modern telecommunications.

Realize the Metro Center Revitalization Vision

Status: Staff and the consultant continue to refine the preferred scenario based on Council’s feedback July 1 and
outline the sequencing needed for implementation. City staff members continue to engage with stakeholders in the
area within and around Metro Center. The next anticipated review of information, including potential land acquisition
discussion, is scheduled for the Sep. 30 City Council Work Session.

Implement the Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Status: City Council provided input on the 2025-2029 Capital Improvements Program (CIP) at the June 24 and Aug.
19 Council work sessions. The CIP includes funding for multiple larger-scale projects identified in the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan, including the implementation of the DCRC Refresh, an update to the Riverside Crossing
Park Master Plan and Amberleigh Park kayak launch renovations. At the July 1 City Council meeting, Council
approved an historic strategic land acquisition of approximately 243 acres in the West Innovation District, which
includes Carter Farms, Shepherd Excavating and SportsOhio. This land can be leveraged for several opportunities
related to economic development, transportation enhancements and recreational expansions. Staff members
continue working with the property owner to complete all tasks necessary for closing on the property. A steering
committee is being formed to help guide the next steps to ensure optimal performance and sustainable operation of

the sports complex.

Develop Dublin’s “Destination of Choice” Next-Generation Community Events Vision

Status: Yard & Co. consultants began their “Stage 1: Explore” phase by visiting Dublin to attend the Dublin

Irish Festival to meet and shadow Staff, conduct an engagement station at the Dublin Market and interview key
stakeholders such as Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Dublin Arts Council and Visit Dublin. Yard & Co. will return in
September to interview Council Members and additional stakeholders, including Crawford Hoying and the Historic
Dublin Business Association. Town Square began the research necessary to provide a recommendation regarding
the ownership and operating structures of a potential holiday market. A site visit is scheduled for Oct. 1 and 2 and
will include interviews with key stakeholders, including partner organizations and Council Members. Both projects
are expected to be complete in Q1 2025. The Summer Fun Series continued through August with more Games on
the Green and Workout Wednesday classes. Workout Wednesdays will continue through Sept. 25.

City Manager Update | Dublin, Ohio | August 2024 | Page 1


https://dublinohiousa.gov/alpha/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/altafiberPermitStatusMap_20240828_CC.pdf

Key Project Updates

PROJECT

STATUS

Dublin Parks
Accessibility Plan

Altura Solutions completed the park facility assessments in late June. An online survey has been shared with local
organizations such as Adaptive Sports Connection, Dublin Special Olympics and Dublin Miracle League. A virtual public
engagement session will be held Sept. 25. The plan will include an assessment report and a transition plan to remove any
identified barriers.

Bright Road Corridor
Improvements and
the Emerald Parkway/
Mount Carmel

Construction began May 6 on both projects. Emerald Parkway roundabout construction has shifted traffic to the west
and construction of the eastern half of the roundabout is nearing completion. Hardscape features are being installed.
Bright Road construction is underway. Reconstruction of the southern half of the roadway and installation of underground
utilities is ongoing. Bright Road eastbound traffic will be detoured until early September. Completion of the roundabout is

Roundabout planned for fall 2024 with the completion of the Bright Road Corridor following in fall 2025.
COhatch Applications for the preliminary development plan and rezoning considerations for the project site have been filed by
Headquarters COhatch and the City, respectively. Both are scheduled to be heard by the Architectural Review Board during its

Sept. 25 meeting. The rezoning will require additional consideration by the Planning and Zoning Commission and a final
determination by City Council, which is expected to take place in November 2024. The roadway network and streetscape
design concepts are nearing completion, and coordination with area infrastructure improvements is ongoing.

Community Gateway
Signs

Concepts were revised based on the feedback received by the Community Development Committee. Consultants are
working on creating a mock-up of the aesthetic elements of the gateway sign and a complete fabrication of the entryway
sign. he mock ups are expected to be ready this fall. Once available, staff members will bring the designs to City Council in
Q4 2024.

Community Health
Needs Assessment

Third-round working group meetings are being held and/or scheduled to address the four priority health needs as
determined by the Advisory Committee and the CHNA report. These four working groups are focusing on: 1. Healthcare
Navigation, 2. Transportation, 3. Youth Behavioral Health and Substance Abuse, and 4. Community Connections. The
goal of the third-round working group meetings are to determine tasks and actions to address the prioritized objectives
discussed. A final report is expected to be presented to City Council in Q4 2024.

Envision Dublin
Community Plan
Update

The Envision Dublin Community Plan update was adopted by City Council July 1 and became effective Aug. 1. Staff and
the consultant team are conducting a final review of the document for publishing. The Community Plan website was
updated with an executive summary and digital document version.

EV Infrastructure
Comprehensive Plan

Staff members are developing a comprehensive plan for electric vehicle charging infrastructure based on EV adoption
rates, industry best practices and data from the City. The 90% report was submitted to the City and is under review. The
final report is expected to be presented to City Council for review and adoption at the Oct. 7 meeting.

City Manager Update | Dublin, Ohio | August 2024 | Page 2



Key Project Updates (Continued)

STATUS

PROJECT

Dublin Community
Recreation Center
Refresh

MSA Design continues to work with Staff on phasing recommendations and sequencing work in preparation for bid package
development. The Phase 1 bid package will be posted in the fall with bid acceptance planned for early November and work will
begin in January 2025. The Phase 2 bid package will be bid in January 2025.

City of Columbus
Fourth Water Plant -
Transmission Main

A public meeting was held at the Dublin Community Recreation Center June 18. Dublin staff members will meet with City of
Columbus to coordinate the project with other CIP initiatives. Design of the first transmission main will begin this summer with
construction planned to start in 2026 and end in 2028. Construction of the second transmission main is expected to start in
2027 and end in 2030.

Curbside Upciti cameras were installed on Longshore and North High streets in August for occupancy; duration; violations; vehicle and

Management mode types; and sound levels data. Fybr pucks were also installed on North High Street near the West Plaza for occupancy,
duration and double-parking information. Based on early recommendations in the draft plan, Longshore Street signs will be
updated to include more active loading areas to reduce double-parking and improve pedestrian flows. The project completion is
scheduled for Q3 2024, followed by a presentation to City Council.

Dublin City Council reviewed the plan at the June 3 meeting. The consultant and staff members met to address comments from

Sustainability Plan

Council. The consultant provided a draft of an executive summary document for Council and the public. Staff members and the
consultant team continue to work through the executive summary and final draft of the Sustainability Plan. The plan is expected
to be reviewed by City Council for adoption in Q3 2024.

Post Road
Interchange
Construction

Construction is underway on the Post Road pavement under U.S. 33 and the U.S. 33 bridges over Post Road. The traffic signal at
the Post Road and Hyland-Croy Road intersection was activated June 11. The new alignment of the U.S. 33 eastbound ramp to
Post Road/S.R. 161 eastbound is open. Traffic will permanently use the Eiterman Road roundabout to access Post Road/S.R. 161
eastbound. Post Road/S.R. 161 is reduced to one lane in both directions underneath U.S. 33 through June 2025. Traffic on U.S.
33 is shifted while construction of the bridge takes place. All traffic movements will be available by the end of 2024. The project
is anticipated to be completed by October 2025.

Riverside Crossing Park
Master Plan

Based on feedback from City Council at the May 6 meeting, renderings were updated and shown to community members June
27 at a public open house. A Tell Dublin survey was launched that evening. Staff met with residents from the Bridge Park West
condominiums July 25 at the request of the residents to provide clarification to the draft plan and answer questions. Input
from this meeting will be included with all information gathered for the master planning process. A second public input session
was held in Riverside Crossing Park Aug. 29. Staff members are reviewing the results of the more than 600 Tell Dublin survey
responses and public meetings, incorporating feedback into the next round of renderings. Updates to the plan based on this
feedback will be presented to City Council in Q4 2024.

The Emerald Connector

Demolition of the structure at 4130 Tuller Road was completed in June. The consultant team submitted a grant application for
ODOT TRAC funding and an application for MORPC attributable funds and is coordinating with ODOT and the City of Columbus.
The consultant is preparing the 30% design submission for September. A public engagement meeting is anticipated for Sept. 12.
City Council received an update and reviewed aesthetic treatment options at the Aug. 12 meeting. Public comments for the TRAC
application were collected through Aug. 16.

View a complete list of projects.
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Finance

Highlights

Highlights

General Fund Cash Balance: $76,599,773

e 70.6% of actual expenditures

e $22,321,130 in excess of 50% reserve level

Income Tax revenue was 4.4% above 2023 YTD

levels, or $2,875,422

e  Receipts are 6.0% or $3,853,521 ahead of
budget
Comparing YTD July 2023 versus June 2024:
e  Withholding increased 4.95%
e Net profit revenue increased 4.97%
e Individual revenue increased 0.17%

For comprehensive details of revenues and expenditures,
see the July Revenue and Expense Reports.
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Finance Update

State & Federal Grant Funding Opportunities

Grants awarded in August:

e Federal Highway Administration: Charging and Fueling
Infrastructure Grant — MORPC EV application, Dublin is a
project partner (adding 18 new EV chargers within Dublin) |
$15,000,000

Grant applications submitted in 2024: 21

Grants/funding opportunities awarded in 2024: 8 projects for a

total of $17,274,213

e 7 awarded to Dublin totaling: $2,274,213

e 1 awarded to MORPC (Including Dublin as a partner)
totaling: $15,000,000

For a comprehensive list of grant opportunities, see the Grant Tracker.
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Economic Development

Business Retention & Expansion

According to the Q2 2024 Trends Report by Colliers,
Dublin continues to be a leader in the Columbus
market in leasing activity. One of the trends that
supports this is tenant migration. Tracking tenants’
movement within the Greater Columbus Region shows
Dublin is consistently in the top three submarkets

for activity. In the second quarter of 2024, Dublin
recorded the most new leases signed and the most
renewals and expansions, surpassing neighboring
submarkets such as Polaris, Westerville and
Worthington. Dublin’s commercial real estate market
stands out for its strategic location within the thriving
Columbus metropolitan area, attracting businesses
seeking accessibility and growth opportunities.

Its diverse mix of industries, robust economy and
supportive business environment contribute to its
sustained success in the commercial real estate
sector.

Existing and prospective businesses should request

a meeting with our Economic Development Team to
learn more about the City’s world-class amenities and
concierge services.

The Dublin CIC Board met Aug. 1 to approve
minutes, award a $25,000 Commercial Facade
Improvement Program Grant to 81 W. Bridge Street
for restoration work related to windows and a lamp
post, and approve the Strategic Plan created by
Montrose Group LLC. Board Member and Economic
Development Director Jeremiah Gracia presented
the approved Dublin CIC strategic plan to Dublin
City Council Aug. 12 for their awareness. The Dublin
CIC’s next meeting is scheduled for Oct. 21, where
recommendations will be brought forward to execute
action items related to the strategic plan.

JobsOhio/One Columbus Leads

The Economic Development team continues to
manage and cultivate new business development
relationships. Economic Development Director
Jeremiah Gracia attended the Center for Automotive
Research Management Briefing Seminars in Traverse
City, Mich., alongside One Columbus and Marysville/
Union County. The City of Dublin continues to build
relationships with leaders in the automotive industry.
The partners focused on business attraction efforts
and highlighting testing opportunities in The Beta
District.

Team members at Wellogy pose on the Dublin Link. Source:
Columbus Underground “Dublin’s Business Boom”

Company News

e Dublin’s Business Boom: The Secrets Behind Its
Success

e (Cardinal Health posts record FY24, announces
Publix deal

e Dublin-based FST Logistics acquires Northwest
Ohio warehousing and transportation company

e MORPC to convene first meeting of Central Ohio’s

new economic development committee
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The Beta District

Traditional and social media engagement was

strong in August following the appointment of Doug
McCollough as The Beta District’s first-ever executive
director. The district’s LinkedIn page gained 100
followers after the announcement, which led to a
16.8% increase from the previous month. Marketing
activities continued, including billboards, digital
advertising and media outreach. There have been
nine leads so far in 2024.

An advisory board is being formed, which will include
various partners, including from the local business
community. Planning continued for the second annual
Mobility in Color event, which is scheduled for

Sept. 5 from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Brick House Blue HQ
(6605 Longshore St., Suite 240).

The Beta District was a featured topic at the Business
Impact Breakfast with the Dublin, Union County and
Logan County Chambers of Commerce. The event
was held at the state-of-the-art Automotive & Mobility
Innovation Center along the 33 Smart Mobility
Corridor.

The Beta District leadership team, joined by State
Representative Tracy Richardson, attended the Aug. 22
Business Impact Breakfast. Pictured left to right are Marysville
City Manager Terry Emery, Rep. Richardson, Union County
Administrator Bill Narducci and Dublin City Manager Megan
O’Callaghan.

Economic Development team members Luke Fleming, Grant
Daylor, Jenna Goehring and Kirby Dearth attended Univar’s
Employee Appreciation/100-year anniversary celebration.

Events

e Aug. 2: Hanley Energy Ribbon-cutting

e Aug. 5-8: Center for Automotive Research
Management Briefing Seminars

e Aug. 7: OU Dublin Campus 10-Year Celebration

e Aug. 14: OEDA & MODE Program — Everything
You Want to Know About Incentives & Schools

e Aug. 14: Univar Employee Appreciation/100-Year
Anniversary Celebration

e Aug. 22: Union County IT Pros

e Aug.22: Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy Committee hosted by MORPC

e Aug. 23: Fallback Group HQ Open House

e Aug. 28: CIO Tomorrow Summit

e August 29: Tour of Intel construction site

City Manager Update | Dublin, Ohio | August 2024 | Page 7



Community Development

Boards & Commissions Activity

The Planning and Zoning Commission heard three cases
in August. One of those cases, Irish Village, is a proposed
mixed-use development consisting of +/-30,000 square
feet of commercial space, 125-150 residential units and
associated site improvements. The combined 11.86-acre
site is zoned R-1, restricted suburban residential district
and TF, technology flex district, and is located southwest
of the intersection of Woerner Temple and Avery roads.
The site has a recommended future land use of mixed-use
neighborhood, which is intended to provide neighborhood
services located near existing and future residential
developments, and proposes uses such as office, personal
services and commercial, as well as secondary residential
uses.

The Architectural Review Board heard six cases in August.

Vernacular is a small clothing boutique in Historic Dublin
and is proposing the installation of a rear wall sign and

a front-projecting sign, as well as associated exterior
modifications such as stairway railing. The 0.02-acre
site is zoned HD-HC, historic district core, and is located
northwest of the intersection of South High Street and
Spring Hill Lane. The site has a recommended future land
use of mixed-use center, which is intended to provide a
vibrant multi-use district organized around open space,
with live-work opportunities, supporting services and
various amenities.

The Board of Zoning Appeals heard two cases in August.
The Administrative Review Team did not meet in August

Find a list of the August caseload and upcoming cases for

all Boards and Commissions here.

Regional Iltems of Interest

The Logan-Union- Champaign Regional Planning
Commission met Aug. 8. Senior Planner Tammy Noble
attended the Zoning and Subdivision Committee and

the Executive Committee. There were three cases on the
agenda, including one rezoning for Jerome Township, one
rezoning for Richland Township and discussion of model
text language for adult-use cannabis. The Jerome Township
rezoning was the case with the closest proximity to Dublin,
which rezoned 33.178 acres from commerce district to low-
density residential which is a “downzoning.” The rezoning
is located on the south side of U.S. 42 and Currier Road

and proposes the construction of single-family residential
structures. The two cases were approved by both reviewing
bodies and the model text language was discussed with more
formal adoption expected in upcoming meetings.

The Delaware Regional Planning Commission heard seven
cases at the June 27 meeting. The item most significant
to the City of Dublin is a final plat for Liberty Trails at the
northeast corner of Clark-Shaw and Liberty roads. It will
be 17 residential lots on 30.1 acres and was approved on
consent.

For more detailed information on regional items of interest,
follow this link.
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Compliance & Enforcement

Code Enforcement

Code Enforcement staff members continue to work with
planning technicians to get certificate of zoning plan approval
(CZPA) clearance for sheds, patios, fences and driveways. The
team has observed that miscommunication occurs between
residents and contractors. Contractors may indicate that a
permit has been secured or that none is needed for the work
proposed. Staff members make their best effort to communicate
clarifying information to the resident before the work has begun
or is completed. Information regarding the administrative permit
process and when a permit is needed may be found here or by
calling the Community Planning & Development Department at
614.410.4600.

Building Standards

Zoning & Code Compliance

Daily Zoning Inspections

In July, the department performed 46 daily zoning
inspections. Daily inspections ensure compliance with
zoning codes for completed construction projects including
pool installations, solar panels, decks, new homes, and
commercial new builds and additions.

Inspections included minor exterior alterations to the
facades of 6768 Perimeter Loop and 6780 Coffman Road.

Routine Landscape Inspections

Ten landscape inspections were performed in July.
Landscape inspections identify missing, dead or dying plant
material and other zoning code violations. Inspections this
month focused on commercial properties near Perimeter
and Avery-Muirfield drives.

Certificate of Zoning Plan Approval (CZPA)
Sixteen CZPA inspections were performed in July to confirm
compliance with approved CZPA permits.

Certificate of Occupancy

Three Certificates of Occupancy (C of O) were issued this month.

e The Country Club at Muirfield Village west veranda, 8715
Muirfield Drive

e Higher Ground Education — Avery, 5675 Avery Road

e Dublin Scioto Athletic Building, 4000 Hard Road

Inspections

Commercial and Residential Plan Review

Total plan review numbers were 69, which is typical for July. May
was the highest month in the last 12-month period with 134 plan
reviews. Overall plan review numbers are expected to increase
during the summer months. An average of 78 plan reviews were
completed per month over the last year.

New Building Permits Issued

Building permits issued (that required plan review) totaled 47
permits in July. Numbers can fluctuate +/- 10% each month.
The monthly average, over the last 12-month period, was 43
new building permits issued per month, which is slightly above
average.

In July, the Building Standards team completed 702 inspections. Over the last 12-month period, the average number of inspections per
month was 606. The number of inspections in July 2024 was 10% higher than July 2023. Data indicates there is an upward trend in the
number of inspections completed year over year. In 2023, the division completed 7,000 building inspections.
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Transportation & Mobility

Speed Management Implementation

The first pilot location of tactical urbanism

was installed in August at Avery and Jacana

roads. Features of this location include white

edge lines outlining solid color blocks and sloth icons
at the entry/exits to the crosswalks with the Slow Down
Dublin icon near the intersection.

New driver feedback signs were installed on
independent posts at Muirfield and Sells Mill drives for
Scottish Corners Elementary’s school zone. These new
signs replace the previous sign assemblies co-located
on the overhead mast arms with school flashers.
Motorists now have multiple reminders of their speed
and school zone speed limit.

Initial noise level and traffic data collection in the

Hard Road area was collected in August. Data will be
collected three more times over different seasons for
the study, with anticipated completion in 2025.

Citywide Crash Data

(vehicles and all vulnerable road users)

Serious Injury Crashes:

e A westbound vehicle on Post Road hit a vehicle stopped at
a red light at Post Road and Kilgour Place/OCLC causing a
serious injury.

e A southbound motorcycle on Riverside Drive ran off the
road, hit a curb and struck a traffic sign pole resulting in a
serious injury.

e A southbound driver on I-270 near milepost 16.2 left the
road, hit a fence, trees and ditch embankment, resulting
in a fatal injury due to medical complications while driving.

LinkUS

COTA held a media event in late July announcing the first

Draft Transit Supportive Infrastructure Five-year Capital
Improvements Program. Eighty-three projects are included
across the Central Ohio region with two in Dublin: Blazer
Parkway shared use path and transit stop improvements; Dale
Drive shared use path; Dublin Road shared use path; and Shier
Rings Road shared use path. The 30-day public comment
period closed Aug. 23. Two virtual open houses were held Aug.
14 and 15 to share the plan with the public.

Installation of Fybr sensors was completed on North High St. Staff
members are working on programming and calibration before they
become operational.

Speed Management Dashboard | Dublin Connector Dashboard | August Mobility Report
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Public Service

Streets

e Staff members performed set-up, event staffing and

tear-down event operations for the Dublin Irish Festival.

e Concrete sidewalk ramp replacement was completed
on Rushwood Drive and Dunnwood Court.

e Concrete curb repairs were completed on Avery Road.

e Asphalt mill and fill work was finished on Wellington
Court, Windsor Drive and Baronscourt Way.

e Staff assisted Asset Management & Quality Assurance
with contractual root grinding work on the shared use
paths.

e Honeysuckle was cut back to address line-of-sight
concerns on Riverside Drive south of S.R. 161.

e Damaged deck boards and rails were replaced on the
Tartan West and Riviera bike path bridges.

Parks

e Staff members performed set-up, event staffing and
tear-down operations for the Dublin Irish Festival.

e Irrigation repairs were completed to the 1-270/U.S. 33
interchange in preparation for the renovation work.

e Repair work was completed on the Ballantrae pond
recirculating pump.

e Staff members continue to perform bike path trimming
citywide.

Sustainability

Styrofoam collection boxes: To date, 5,868 pounds of
Styrofoam have been diverted from the landfill.
GoZero Composting: 33.917 tons of compost have
been collected so farin 2024.

Across the City’s 21 electric vehicle charging stations,
44,751 gallons of gas have been saved to date in 2024.
This equates to a greenhouse gas savings of 269,577
kilograms

Management Analyst Emily Goliver was asked to

serve on a subcommittee to review the Regional
Sustainability Agenda by the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission. The first subcommittee meeting
was held in August.

The next Document Destruction Day is scheduled to
take place Nov. 2 at the Service Center.

Horticulture & Forestry

Forty planted table decorations were prepared for the
Emerald Club at the Dublin Irish Festival. Succulents
from the planters were repurposed and used in
conjunction with the City’s internal wellness campaign.
Nine other planted decorations were prepared and
displayed on the Festival grounds.

Staff members prepared 14 planters for Transportation
& Mobility for the Tactical Urbanism pilot project.
Street tree pruning continues on Earlington Parkway.
Cherry tree removals and stump grinding took place on
Golden Place in preparation for fall replacements.
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Asset Management & Quality Assurance

GoDublin

July saw 1,587 requests submitted for the month .
— an increase from 1,380 last month. Of those

requests, 990 (62%) were initiated through the o
GoDublin app. By comparison, there were 1,578

requests in July 2023. .

The top 10 requests generally account for 80% of all
requests per month. .

To view the condition assessment for each of the
City’s assets, visit https://infrastructure-dublinohio.
hub.arcgis.com. All of Dublin’s assets are currently
meeting or exceeding the established goals.

¢ Received 361 traffic cases, nine operating a .
vehicle under the influence (OVI) cases and two .
criminal/code enforcement cases.

® Received six juvenile criminal diversion cases, .

three juvenile traffic diversion cases and 41 adult
traffic diversion cases.

Inspections/Maintenance Work

Inspections for pavement striping and marking
inventory are ongoing.

The 2024 pavement preventive maintenance
program was updated and began in late August.
Staff members are preparing to bid the sidewalk
shaving program, which is planned to commence in
early fall.

The bike path root-grinding pilot program has
successfully concluded. Staff members are
pleased with the outcome and continue to receive
compliments from residents.

Court Services - Highlights

Collected $57,880.25 in fines and court costs.
Collected $344.25 in restitution for victims of
crime.

Diversion participants completed 38 hours of
community service work.
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Parks & Recreation

DCRC Memberships: 7,687
DCRC Annual Shutdown

The DCRC closed for annual maintenance, cleaning

and repairs Aug. 24 and will reopen Sept. 3. This 10-day
window gives Staff and contractual vendors full access to
clean ductwork and exhaust fans, complete high dusting
building-wide, replace air handler units, install new
underwater lights, and clean windows, carpets and drains,
to name a few projects.

Healthy Brochure

The fall 2024 Healthy programs and activities guide was
released Aug. 6. Registration for Dublin and school district
residents took place Aug. 13 and, for non-residents, it began
Aug. 20. Classes begin after Labor Day.

Dublin Rec App

Dublin Rec app downloads total 3,392 since launching

May 22. Top clicks are membership scan-ins, group

fitness schedules, indoor pool schedules and outdoor pool
information. The app is also being used to communicate any
changes in operations or hours.

Outdoor Pools
Season Passes Sold: 6,585

Modified Pool Hours

Pool operations were consolidated to the Dublin
Community Pool North as Dublin City Schools went back
into session. The Dublin Community Pool South closed
Aug. 14. All pass-holders were given access to the North
Pool for the remainder of the season. Back-to-school
hours are also in place and different from peak season to
ensure efficient operations and staff. The North Pool and
Ballantrae Spray Park will close for the season Sept. 2.

Pooch Pond

To celebrate the end of a successful pool season, dogs
enjoyed a dip in the Dublin Community Pool South

Aug. 15. The popular event was well-attended by residents
and their four-legged friends.

Notes: Enrollments will continue to grow through Aug. 31 as it
includes drop-in senior programming that has not yet taken place

Numbers reflect programs taking place June 1-Aug. 31 and do not
include drop-in fitness programs.

Programs

Staff wrapped up a strong summer with camp enrollments
returning to pre-pandemic levels, more specialty camps
than ever before, the introduction of several esports camps
and a wide variety of trips for adults and seniors. The Dublin
Community Senior Citizens visited the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame Aug. 8 for the last trip of the season.

The team now prepares for fall offerings with highlights
including two new adaptive fitness programs; expansion
of esports and STEM programming; adult game nights; a
Murder Mystery Dinner; and much more.

Abbey Theater of Dublin

After wrapping up a busy August that included numerous
shows and set rotations in July and August the Abbey
Theater was honored to host the Central Ohio Theatre
RoundTable Annual Celebration and receive the Community
Partner Award. The award recognizes businesses,
companies or individuals who provide creative and
innovative support to one or more arts organizations. The
Abbey Theater was honored for its ongoing commitment to
supporting artists and arts organizations in Dublin helping to
make it a prime destination for artistic expression.
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Police & Safety

Critical Incidents & Major Crimes

e  After officers responded to a July 15 disturbance at Sonesta,
police charged a man with three counts of aggravated
menacing, assault and domestic violence. Among those
incidents, the man pointed a firearm at hotel employees.

e Aug. 9, a Dublin man was charged with strangulation and
violating a protection order after he strangled a woman in his
home on Terrazza South Court.

e Aug. 19, officers responded to Wyandot Elementary on a
swatting threat, which is a false alarm meant to draw a large
emergency response to a certain address.

Police Reports & Crime Trends

e Officers continue to investigate an Aug. 2 series of vehicle
break-ins at three locations in which 70 vehicles were
damaged and two firearms were stolen. Four suspects
appeared to have been searching for firearms in the vehicles
based on theft reports from owners.

e  Officer Luke Sinclair arrested a suspect in a stolen vehicle
Aug. 4. The man was charged with breaking and entering
offenses at multiple businesses on Sawmill Road.

e Community Impact Unit officers continue to investigate
stolen vehicles recovered in the Campden Lakes and
Wedgewood Glen areas.

Safety Messaging

e Shared Dublin Irish Festival (DIF) safety messages, including
the bag policy and reminders to download the Festival app
for safety notifications

e Shared Safe Ride code for discounted Lyft rides going to and
from the Festival

e Communicated severe weather delays during the Festival via
DIF website, app and social media

e  Posted back-to-school safety tips, such as school zone safety

reminders.

e Continued to share theft prevention and Slow Down Dublin
messages

Misc.

e  Five new police officers were sworn into the agency
Aug. 15 and immediately began the Columbus Division of
Police Academy.

e Office Jeremy Miller started as the new school resource
officer at Karrer Middle School.

Community Outreach & Engagement

e  Police hosted National Night Out at the Dublin Justice Center
with more than 100 people attending this family-friendly event
featuring food, games and interactive stations.

e  The Chief's Advisory Committee (CAC) reelected Chair W.
Dwayne Maynard and Vice Chair Kimberly Hollie.

e Human Resources Business Partner Jillian Fair met with the
CAC members to discuss the police recruitment process.

e  Officers participated in the Hindu ceremony of Raksha
Bandhan, led by Dublin residents, to thank first responders and
public servants for their work.

e Chief Justin Paez attended the India Festival at the Ohio Expo
Center Aug. 22, held in partnership with the hosting group, the
Federation of Indian Associations.

Police Responses to Issues of Community Concern

Speed Management

e  Speed enforcement campaign conducted
e Aug. 14 multi-agency daytime speed operation on [-270

resulted in a total of 71 stops and 50 citations across three
agencies: Dublin Police, Hilliard Division of Police and
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office.

e  Met with Dublin City Schools (DCS) before the 2024-25 school
year to discuss public safety communication processes when
both Dublin Police and DCS are involved in an incident.

e  Special Event Security
e  Officers provided security for the Dublin Irish Festival 5K

and the three-day Festival.
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Human Resources

Better Together Meeting

Aug. 13 marked Team Dublin’s first Better Together meeting.
Staff were invited to the Coffman Park Amphitheater and
enjoyed breakfast from Katie’s Pancakes, complete with
pancakes, sausage, juice and coffee. At the meeting, Staff
had an opportunity to hear about City updates including
Envision Dublin and the SportsOhio property purchase, and
celebrate the team with recognition of new hires, promotions,
retirements and service awards.

Renew You Wellness Campaign

Every Tuesday in August, Staff are invited to take part in
20-minute restorative yoga sessions at various City buildings.
Additionally, Staff were encouraged to grab a co-worker

and take a Snack Smart break Aug. 1. Healthy snacks were
provided in each City building.

Recruitment

Civil Engineer |

Communications Technician
Deputy Chief of Police

Deputy City Manager
Engineering Project Inspector
Operations Administrator - Parks
Police Officer

Recent Hires

Promotions

Jack Bowman
Position: Police Officer
Division: Police Operations

Tim Carpenter
Position: Police Officer
Division: Police Operations

Jim Connolly

Position: Director of Information
Technology

Division: Information Technology

Grant Delas
Position: Police Officer
Division: Police Operations

Adam Drucker
Position: Police Officer
Division: Police Operations

Jon Hackney
Position: Police Officer
Division: Police Operations

Stephen Haller
Position: Maintenance Worker
Division: Engineering

Brandon Brown

Position: Chief Innovation and
Technology Officer

Division: Information Technology
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Outreach & Engagement

Dublin Irish Festival Volunteerism

A total of 1,250 volunteers gave 8,900 service hours to make
the Dublin Irish Festival a success in more than 55 areas of the
event. In all, volunteers represented 11 states, 98 zip codes
and ranged in age from 8 to 91. More than 99% of volunteers

said they will return in 2025 based on their experience this year.

Survey comments included the following:
e “ltis such a privilege to be part of this event.”
e “Feel like Dublin does a wonderful job with the volunteer

program!”

e “lwas overwhelmed, in the best way, by the amount they
care and make sure the volunteers have everything they
need.”

e “lloved how easy it was to make friends with the other
volunteers!”

Annual Mike Utt Scioto River Clean Up

Fifty volunteers gathered Aug. 17 to learn about healthy
waterways and the environmental impact of the Scioto River
before collecting debris from the river and its banks. Community
volunteers and members of the Dublin AM Rotary gathered at
Scioto Park and split into access groups at Amberleigh, Donegal
Cliffs, Kiwanis Riverway and Dublin Spring parks. They collected
380 pounds of trash and recyclables from the river.

Cemetery Preservation Team

This adult volunteer team continues to clean, restore and mark
headstones for professional restoration every other Saturday
at the Dublin Cemetery. To date, the green area below has
been completed, while the blue area is in process. The team
plans to focus on the red area this fall and next spring. There
are more than 4,100 headstones/markers in the cemetery.

Heritage Interpreters

Heritage Interpreters hosted four open houses at Ferris-Wright
Park, which attracts visitors from Dublin and those traveling in
the area. In September, interpreters will begin their monthly
fall open houses.

Corporate Service

T-Cetra conducted a Keep Dublin Green clean-up Aug. 17 at
M.L. Red Trabue Nature Preserve.

Dublin Market at Bridge Park

The City had a booth during two Saturdays in August,

where Asset Management and the Solid Waste teams
educated residents about making GoDublin requests, and on
composting and recycling efforts.

City Manager Update | Dublin, Ohio | August 2024 | Page 16



Communications & Marketing

August’s Communication Strategy

e The City of Dublin’s communication goals include increasing
meaningful engagement with all Dublin audiences;
supporting the City’s Strategic Framework, including the
Culture Playbook; and educating the public about new
initiatives and ongoing services.

e August’s strategic topics included featuring the Dublin Irish
Festival; sharing community cultural events; continuing
to promote the new Dublin Summer Fun Series; and
emphasizing the Slow Down Dublin initiative as part of back-
to-school messaging

e Reviewing the result from July’s overall communications
metrics and City Council’s communications efforts.

e Review the complete Contact City data here.

Sustainable Dublin Communications

e  Shared the City’s economic development and Dublin
Chamber of Commerce’s business appreciation event.

e  Continued to promote Dublin’'s economic vitality through the
“Why Dublin” series that features a different Dublin business
each week.

e  Shared ways to help keep our waterways clean for National
Water Quality Month.

e Announced the names of the two new autonomous, electric
lawn mowers.

Connected Dublin Communications

e Announced Brandon Brown as the City of Dublin’s chief
innovation and technology officer and Jim Connolly as the
City’s IT director.

e Promoted the Dublin Connector and shared a rider’s
perspective.

e  Created a unique short-form video to share how to rent an
electric Bird scooter.

e  Shared an update on the Envision Dublin plan.
Hosted a City Hall Selfie Day challenge on X (formerly
Twitter) with other Central Ohio municipalities.

e Worked with NBC4 on a story about how the Dublin Police
use technology and multilingual staff to overcome language
barriers.

September Lookahead
Promote the Fiber to Every Home splicing event.

e  Continue the Slow Down Dublin campaign during Safe
Driving Awareness Month.

e  Share communications and information about Halloween
Spooktacular.

Internal Branding

Design concepts were finalized and are being developed for final
approval, production and installation. The concepts will cohesively
bring Dublin’s brand to life in all City buildings and support the
City of Dublin Culture Playbook. Final design is under way and
implementation is expected to begin in Q4.

Resilient Dublin Communications

e The Communications & Marketing Team hosted the
first Better Together internal event at the Coffman Park
amphitheater to celebrate the City’s Exceptional Team
accomplishments and share updates on what the future
holds.

e  Continued to share Dublin Irish Festival messages leading
up to the event including a video series titled “Irish Fest
Flashbacks,” that featured interviews with Festival-goers in
2023 about their favorite memories of the Irish Festival.

e Led the City’s and Dublin Irish Festival’s communications
response to the weather delay during Friday and Saturday of
the Festival.

e Celebrated Dublin’s diverse culture through August events,
including Pakistan and Indian independence days as well as
the Summer Japan Fest.

e  Supported regional communications, in partnership with area
law enforcement, on an I-270 speed enforcement campaign.

e  Continued promoting Slow Down Dublin with a video
reminding drivers to watch their speed in school zones.

e Worked with NBC4 on a story about the new tactical urbanism
installs as part of the City’s speed management program.

L|nk Ahead Podcast
31,818 listens (an increase of 3,544 listens since the July
report).

e August topics included a conversation with OSU Women'’s
Basketball Coach Kevin McGuff and an insightful discussion
with Director of Community Planning and Development Jenny
Rauch, who shared the highlights of the Envision Dublin
Community Plan Update.

e Upcoming topics and guests include Megan O’Callaghan
and Samantha Shepherd, who will discuss the City’s recent
acquisition of 250 acres in Dublin’s West Innovation District.

Professional Development

Public Information Officer Rebecca Myers attended the annual
National Information Officer Association conference in Clearwater,
Florida, which focused on how effective crisis communication
builds community trust.
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Community Events
Highlights

Dublin Irish Festival

The 37th Annual Dublin Irish Festival took place in August and
despite having to suspend operations on both Friday and Saturday
due to lightning, there were 77,000 people in attendance.
Geraldine Byrne Nason, Ireland’s ambassador to the United
States, the first ambassador to visit the Festival, helped dedicate
the event prior to Friday’s suspension. Gaelic Storm brought
country star Zac Brown to the Festival as a surprise guest on
Friday night.

Permitted Events
There were 19 permitted events in August, including more cultural
events in Riverside Crossing Park.

e Tier 1 events: 4; Tier 2 events: 15

e The Dublin Irish Festival 5K kicked off the month of permitted
events with sold-out races of 1,000 5K runners and 150 Kids
Dash participants in Historic Dublin.

e  Pakistan Independence Day, Indian Independence Day, JASCO
Japanese Summer Fest and the Arbaeen Walk highlighted the
diverse community spirit in Dublin.

e The North Market Bridge Park Wine Fest took place Aug.16-17
and brought in over 1,000 visitors during the two-day event.

e  Speeding to Read and the Book Bash at the Bridge had
another successful fundraiser in Bridge Park during their event
Aug. 24. Hundreds of guests gathered in the streets to view
luxury cars and listen to a concert.
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Legislative

Legislative Timeline

Both the Ohio House and Senate have recessed for the summer
with plans to return in November after the general election takes
place. While the House has not released their official schedule for
the remainder of the General Assembly, the Senate is scheduled to
return Nov. 13 to kick off the lame-duck session.

House Bill 491 — Requires Political Subdivisions to Participate in
Ohio Checkbook Program

State Representative Tom Young (R-Dayton) and State
Representative Bob Peterson (R-Sabina) introduced legislation
that would mandate participation from cities and other political
subdivisions in the Ohio Checkbook program. The bill has had two
hearings in the House State & Local Government Committee. There
has not been any proponent testimony, but the Ohio Rural Water
Association provided opponent testimony June 11.

Spearheaded by former State Treasurer Josh Mandel nearly 10
years ago, the program aims to increase government financial
transparency. Currently, participation from cities and other political
subdivisions is voluntary. According to the bill sponsors’ testimony,
about 26% of Ohio’s local governments have previously submitted
expenditure data for publication on the website. Representative
Peterson said that he views the legislation as a step toward
improving relationships between Ohioans and the local governments
that serve them.

House Bill 573 — Increases the Local Government Fund

State Representative Phil Robinson (D-Cuyahoga Co.) and
Representative Juanita Brent (D-Cleveland) introduced House Bill
573, which would increase the percentage of state tax revenue
allocated to the Local Government Fund from 1.7% to 3.68%
beginning July 1, 2026. The bill has been referred to the House
Finance Committee but has not received a hearing yet.

Pending Housing-Related Legislation
Senate Bill 244

Senate Bill 244 (Michele Reynolds, Hearcel Craig) has had two
hearings in the Senate Ways & Means Committee. During the first
hearing, the bill sponsors explained that the bill gives authority

to cities and other political subdivisions to create and implement
property tax relief programs (i.e., Residential Stability Zones) to not
only help current homeowners in sustaining their homes, but also to
“foster community resilience and cohesion.”

On June 26, more than 16 individuals and groups provided
proponent testimony before the Senate Ways & Means Committee.
Proponents included the Franklin County Auditor, Ohio Municipal
League, Cleveland City Council, Greater Ohio Policy Center and the
MetroHealth System, among others.

Senate Bill 245

Senate Bill 245 (Reynolds, Craig), the Consumer Protection Bill, has
had three hearings in the Select Committee on Housing where the
bill sponsors and proponents of the bill have explained how the bill
takes a comprehensive approach to ensure equitable treatment and
due process for renters facing eviction and increase transparency
and accountability in Ohio’s real estate transactions and agreements.
Proponents of the bill include the Ohio Realtors, Coalition on
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio, Ohio Poverty Law Center and
others.

The Ohio Real Estate Investors Association (OREIA) is currently the
only group that has provided opponent testimony. OREIA Director

of Government Affairs Dan Acton wrote in his opponent testimony:
“OREIA appreciates the ongoing efforts of the sponsors and the
committee to address the many housing issues facing Ohioans today
... However, OREIA has significant concerns with the bill’s provisions
eliminating the privacy and security protections afforded by legal LLC
structures, and the potential unintended consequences of expanding
eviction stays and record sealings. OREIA believes it is imperative
that these issues be addressed before moving forward with the
legislation.”

Senate Bill 246

Senate Bill 246 (Reynolds, Craig) has been referred to the Senate
General Government Committee but has not been scheduled for a
hearing yet.

Issues 2 Updates — Recreational Marijuana

Legalized recreational marijuana sales in the state of Ohio officially
began Aug. 6. The Division of Cannabis Control (DCC) announced
that 98 dispensaries were awarded dual-use certificates of operation,
allowing them to sell marijuana intended for both medical and
recreational purposes. The deadline for sales to begin was originally
set for Sept. 7, but the DCC Superintendent, James Canepa,
attributed the early start to the “foundation laid through the state’s
existing Medical Marijuana Control Program.” Within five days of
sales beginning, more than $11 million in sales took place.

View Tracked Legislation
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Calendar

Advisory Committees Permitted Events https://dublinohiousa.gov/calendar/
Boards & Commissions Council Meetings
City/Community Events Abbey Theater
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