City of
Dublin

QHIO, USA

MEETING MINUTES

Chief’s Advisory Committee
Tuesday, March 17, 2026

The Tuesday, March 17, 2026 Chief’s Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting was called to order by Vice
Chair Apolinario at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 5555 Perimeter Drive. The Vice Chair
welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Roll Call

Committee Members Present: Emmet Apolinario (Vice Chair), Ron Barnes, Luke Powell, Lisa Baer,
Alex O'Ryan, Dwayne Maynard, Gaurav Goel

Committee Members Absent: Kimberly Hollie (Chair), Zhen Xing, Chitra Goyal.

Staff Present: Chief Paez, Deputy Chief (DC) Tabernik, Deputy Chief (DC) Lattanzi, Sergeant (Sgt.)
Jacob Williams, Officer Andrea Shull, Jeffrey Jiang.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Vice Chair (V. Chair) Apolinario asked for additions or corrections to the 02-12-2025 minutes of the
Chief’s Advisory Committee meeting.
Community Partner (CP) Barnes moved, CP O'Ryan seconded approval of the minutes as presented.

Vote: CP Barnes, yes; CP Baer, yes; CP Powell, yes; CP Goel, yes; CP Maynard, yes; CP O'Ryan,
yes; V. Chair Apolinario, yes.
[Motion carried 7-0.]

PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

OLD BUSINESS

Chief Paez indicated there was no old business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS
e Detective Bureau Overview — Sergeant Jake Williams / Officer Andrea Shull

DC Lattanzi introduced the presentation by commending the detective bureau for their exceptional
work. He emphasized that whether detectives are scheduled to work or not, there is always a
detective on call 24 hours a day. When major incidents occur, the department can rely on their
expertise and response to assist with kicking off investigations, processing crime scenes,
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interviewing witnesses, and bringing incidents to resolution. He noted that often these resolutions
are achieved on the day on which the incidents happen based on information gathered at the
scene.

DC Lattanzi highlighted the detectives' commitment and professionalism, noting they work long
hours; during significant events, he has observed them working over 20 hours straight to ensure
closure and resolution while providing comfort to crime victims. He then turned the presentation
over to Sergeant (Sgt.) Williams.

Sgt. Williams introduced himself as the detective sergeant for Dublin Police Department (PD),
serving in that role for almost three years and as a detective for a total of nine years. He explained
the detective bureau's personnel structure, which includes a lieutenant, himself as detective
sergeant, and five detectives who investigate cases and carry caseloads. Sgt. Williams noted that
he also investigates cases and carries a caseload in addition to his supervisory duties.

Sgt. Williams described their normal schedule as having detectives present Monday through Friday
from 7 AM to 5 PM, with some fluctuation in those hours. He emphasized that they maintain a
detective on call 24 hours a day along with a detective supervisor on call. He explained that all
their detectives are very experienced, coming from different levels in their careers. When posting
for a new detective position, they require at least two years of experience as a patrol officer, with
all detectives having prior patrol experience. Generally, detectives come into the detective bureau
(bureau) around the seven-to-eight-year mark in their careers, though some may have even more
experience.

Sgt. Williams explained they have extensive specialized training requirements before allowing a
detective to join the on-call schedule. This creates motivation for new detectives to complete their
training quickly so they can become contributing team members. The specialized training includes
general investigation, death investigation, sexual assault investigation, new hire background
investigations for officers, crime scene processing, photography as a component of crime scene
processing, and interviewing techniques.

Sgt. Williams discussed the types of cases they investigate, emphasizing that while some
detectives have specializations, all are trained and capable of investigating any type of case that
comes in during on-call periods or through case assignment. They investigate death investigations
including suicides, murders, suspicious or initially unexplained deaths, accidental deaths, workplace
accidents, and overdose deaths. For overdose investigations, they look into the source of drugs
beyond just the death itself. Sgt. Williams noted that many times during the investigation process,
deaths are determined to be natural, but they still conduct thorough investigations to ensure
nothing nefarious occurred.

The bureau investigates attempted murder, felonious assault, sexual assaults, various types of sex
crimes, criminal child enticement, and online child exploitation. Sgt. Williams highlighted that
Officer David Aronovic is a part-time member of the FBI's child exploitation and human trafficking
task force, bringing specialization to those type of investigations. Sgt. Williams noted that he was
previously a task force officer before Officer Aronovic, so he also has specialization in these
investigations. The FBI provides excellent resources for these investigations, particularly with
electronic forensics, which involves connecting cell phones, computers, or laptops to software to
extract content from electronic devices. This capability is crucial for these types of investigations
and many other cases.
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Sgt. Williams expressed appreciation that their bureau has access to software for conducting much
of this work in-house, while also having FBI resources available. They have also worked closely
with Columbus Police and their forensic unit for some electronic forensics work.

The detective bureau investigates child abuse cases, often receiving referrals from Children
Services or Nationwide Children's Hospital. They work with Children Services, handling the criminal
aspects while Children Services handles other components of these investigations.

Sgt. Williams described their investigations of kidnapping, robbery, burglaries, and breaking and
entering cases, explaining that burglaries involve homes being broken into while breaking and
entering typically involves businesses. They investigate arson in close cooperation with Washington
Township Fire Department, citing recent examples including the Ace Hardware and Marathon
Station fires on West Bridge Street earlier in the year, as well as a recent home under construction
fire near Cosgray and Shier Rings roads that was connected to several other arsons in Union
County. Sgt. Williams noted this case is currently ongoing.

The bureau has investigated stalking cases, including a recent case involving someone from
Cleveland who was attempting to break into a Dublin home and had set up a camera. Detectives
traveled to Cleveland, arrested the suspect, and served a search warrant on his home, recovering
crucial evidence.

Sgt. Williams then turned the presentation over to Detective Andrea Shull to discuss theft and
fraud investigations, noting she is their resident expert in these types of cases.

Officer Shull explained that she has been with the agency for 23 years as a police officer and ten
years as a detective. When she joined the detective bureau, she inherited the white-collar crime
cases from a retiring detective. She embraced this assignment and sought as much training as
possible in fraud investigation.

Officer Shull explained that beyond the basic training all detectives receive, she pursued additional
fraud training, though such training is difficult to find locally. Over her career, she has continued
seeking fraud training opportunities and recently obtained certification as a Certified Fraud
Examiner through the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners, earning the CFE credential.

She described the certification process as studying a 2,000-page fraud manual, comparing it to a
bar exam for fraud. The certification required eight hours of testing across four categories:
financial transactions and fraud schemes, law, investigation, and fraud prevention and deterrence.
Each section involved a two-hour exam. Officer Shull also attended a review course in Texas where
they would spend eight hours cramming on a topic, such as financial transactions and fraud
schemes, then take a two-hour test on that section. By the end of the week, participants were
exhausted but had earned their credentials.

Officer Shull explained this training helps her understand forensic accountants and accounting
departments when they present embezzlement cases, as she needs to understand accounting
methods to comprehend what they are explaining. The additional training ensures she knows what
she is examining in these complex financial cases.

Officer Shull stated that she handles much of the identity theft work, though all detectives and
even patrol officers handle these cases. Identity theft and telecommunications fraud appear in
almost all her cases. She is seeing many scam cases, particularly cryptocurrency scam cases,
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noting that cryptocurrency ATMs have become problematic as they result in significant
victimization.

She described various scam types they encounter, including grandparent scams where victims
receive calls claiming a grandchild has been arrested and needs money for bail, with someone
pretending to be an attorney arranging for money transfers. Unfortunately, elderly individuals are
often targeted because they tend to have more savings and may be less familiar with electronic
systems like Bitcoin and computers, making them more vulnerable. Victimization in these scams
can reach hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Officer Shull explained they are working to enhance their abilities to investigate cryptocurrency
crimes. Five years ago, when crimes involved cryptocurrency, they would have to tell victims the
money was gone once it entered crypto systems. Now, there are people learning to investigate
these crimes more effectively, and she participates in a crypto coalition with partners across the
country and world. When tracing money that ends up in places like Jamaica or India, she can
connect with association members in those countries for assistance.

This cryptocurrency investigation capability is relatively new for her, developing over the past year,
and she hopes to see progress in seizing victim money through tracking and seizure operations.
She acknowledged this will require significant work, including developing new policies, but believes
it represents the future of much theft-related crime. As cryptocurrency becomes more widely used
and regulated, she expects to see increased use in criminal activities, necessitating expanded
training for Dublin PD beyond just herself.

Officer Shull explained that telecommunications fraud encompasses any fraud case involving
computers, phones, ATMs, wired money transfers, or even emails, and does not necessarily
require money to be involved. Many theft and identity fraud cases include telecommunications
fraud components. She works closely with economic crimes prosecutors downtown to ensure these
cases receive appropriate attention, noting that while white collar crimes are not violent crimes
and may not receive the same attention as violent crimes, they cost billions of dollars and deserve
serious consideration.

Officer Shull added that Officer Aronovic, who could not attend the meeting, has special training in
arson investigation, which has proven fortunate given their recent arson cases. When investigating
arsons, they work side by side with Washington Township Fire Department. Washington Township
conducts the crime scene investigation because their personnel know how to examine arson
scenes, determine how fires started, and collect evidence based on their training in recognizing
fire-related evidence. While detectives are present during this process, they focus more on
interviewing and suspect development once the fire investigation establishes the criminal nature of
the incident. When charges are presented, they typically go through the police department rather
than township arson investigators, though township investigators can present charges to the
prosecutor's office.

V. Chair Apolinario thanked Officer Shull for the comprehensive information and noted that the
fraud reports he sees monthly as a financial institution board member never mentioned law
enforcement reporting possibilities. He asked about when romance scams, which are their number
one fraud issue, should be reported to law enforcement versus handled as bank credit issues,
particularly when customers willingly provided credentials and passwords due to trusting the
romance scammer.

































