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| 29-26 
| Ordinance No. ——__— Passed. , 

AMENDMENTS TO SECTIONS 153.002 AND 153.172 AND 
ADDING CHAPTER 123 TO THE DUBLIN CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES TO ADDRESS FOOD TRUCK OPERATIONS 

| WHEREAS, the City of Dublin recognizes a community desire to frequent and be 
served by licensed food truck vendors in various areas within the City of Dublin’s 

corporate limits, and 

WHEREAS, current City Code lacks comprehensive regulations for the safe, regular 
operation of food trucks within the entirety of the City of Dublin, and 

WHEREAS, it is periodically necessary and proper to amend City Code to protect the 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Dublin, and 

WHEREAS, City staff, through consultation with community stakeholders, has 

prepared a proposed Chapter 123 to the City Code, which would provide 
comprehensive regulations for the safe, regular operation of food trucks within the 

| City of Dublin, and 

| WHEREAS, City Council has determined that the proposed Chapter 123 to the City 

| Code balances private property interests, safety concerns, and engaging experiences 

| in relation to food trucks, and 

| NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Dublin, State 

of Ohio, Ga of its elected members concurring, that: 

Section 1. Sections 153.002(A)(6)(c) and 153.172(C)(4)(f) of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Dublin are hereby amended, and Chapter 123 is added, all 

as set forth in the attachments to this Ordinance. 

Section 2. The definitions set forth in Code § 123.01, the operations regulations 

set forth in Code §§ 123.04 and 123.05, the operations-enforcement regulations set 

forth in Code § 123.08, and the penalty set forth in Code § 123.99 shall each be 

effective upon the effective date of this ordinance. 

Section 3. The license-related provisions set forth in Code §§ 123.02, 123.03, 

123.06, and 123.07 shall be effective on March 1, 2027. 

Section 4. This ordinance shall be effective on the earliest date permitted by law. 

Passed this day of _/ Ug , 2026. 

de, 
Mayor — Presiding Officer 

ATTEST: 

C nati Ot 
of Counc 
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Food Trucks Code Amendment 

Proposed Chapter 123: Food Trucks 

123.01: DEFINITIONS 

For purposes of this Chapter 123, the following words and terms have these meanings: 

“City–Approved Event” means any activity or gathering or assemblage of people upon public 
property or in the public right-of-way for which a street closure or Community Event Permit has 
been issued, or other permission granted in writing, by the City of Dublin. 

“Community Park” means any park designated as a community park either in the City of Dublin 
Parks & Recreation Master Plan or by the City Manager or the Manager’s designee. 

“Designated Food Truck Parking Zone” means a public parking space, grouping of public parking 
spaces, or any other area that the City Manager or the Manager’s designee has designated as a 
lawful location upon which a food truck may operate. 

“Food Truck” means any apparatus or equipment that is used to cook, prepare, and/or serve food 
and/or beverage, and that routinely changes or can change location and is operated from a 
moveable vehicle or apparatus, including but not limited to motorized vehicles trailers, and hand 
propelled carts. 

“Food Truck Application” means the application form on which a food truck operator applies for 
a food truck license, submitted to the City Manager or the Manager’s designee on a form provided 
by the City Manager or the Manager’s designee or through an approved electronic application 
process. 

“Food Truck License” means an official document issued by the City Manager or the Manager’s 
designee authorizing the operation of a food truck within the corporate limits of the City of Dublin 
for up to one year. 

“Food Truck Operations Equipment” means the equipment that a food truck operator needs to 
operate their food truck, including all cooking equipment, food preparation equipment, 
refrigeration and/or cold-storage equipment, hot-holding and/or warming equipment, sanitation 
and hygiene equipment, power equipment, fuel sources, ventilation systems, fire safety and 
emergency equipment, service and customer-facing equipment, and storage and organization 
equipment, but excluding any tables or auxiliary stations that the food truck operator provides 
solely for customer use as permitted within this Chapter.  

“Food Truck Operator” means an owner and/or operator of a food truck that operates or seeks to 
operate within the corporate limits of the City of Dublin subject to this Chapter.  
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“Ice Cream Truck” means a food truck from which frozen desserts of any kind are carried, sold, 
stored, and/or dispensed for purposes of retail sale, or offered for retail sale, while such food truck 
it is operating within the public rights of way. 

“Neighborhood Park” means any park designated as a neighborhood park either in the City of 
Dublin Parks & Recreation Master Plan or by the City Manager or the Manager’s designee. 

 

123.02: LICENSE OR PERMIT REQUIRED FOR OPERATION 

(A) No individual or organization shall operate or cause to be operated any food truck 
within the corporate limits of the City of Dublin without a valid food truck license and 
all required licenses issued in accordance with the laws and regulations established in 
the Ohio Revised Code, the Ohio Administrative Code, and the City of Dublin Codified 
Ordinances, as applicable. 

(B) The fee for a food truck license shall be as set forth from time to time by ordinance. 
(C) Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as superseding, supplanting, or otherwise 

replacing any duty imposed by Ohio Revised Code Chapter 3701 or 3717, or rules or 
regulations promulgated thereunder, upon an application for a health license, or upon a 
department of health in the conduct of its responsibilities relative to food trucks. 

 

123.03: FOOD TRUCK APPLICATION 

(A) Before any food truck may operate within the limits of the City of Dublin subject to 
Section 123.02, the food truck operator shall submit a food truck application, which 
shall request from the food truck operator at least the following information:  
(1) The name, permanent address, telephone number(s), and e-mail address(es) of 

the food truck operator; 
(2) The business name or DBA, permanent address, and telephone number of the 

food truck business if different from the food truck operator’s information; 
(3) A copy of the food truck operator’s Mobile Food Service Operation License, 

issued in accordance with Chapter 3717 of the Ohio Revised Code;  
(4) A copy of the food truck operator’s State of Ohio Transient License (if 

applicable); 
(5) A copy of the food truck operator’s valid State-issued vehicle registration (if 

applicable); 
(6) A copy of the food truck operator’s valid State-issued driver’s license; and 
(7) A copy of the valid State-issued driver’s license of every current employee 

whom the food truck operator intends to allow to drive the food truck or operate 
a vehicle that transports the food truck from one place to another, excluding 
emergency towing. 
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The City Manager or the Manager’s designee may request additional information from 
the food truck operator through the food truck application. A food truck application 
submission is not considered to be complete until the food truck operator has provided, 
to the City Manager or Manager’s designee’s satisfaction, all information requested in 
the food truck application.   

(B) A food truck operator must submit a separate food truck application for each and every 
food truck that they intend to operate within the corporate limits of the City of Dublin. 

(C) Within fifteen (15) business days of receiving a complete food truck application, the 
City Manager or the Manager’s designee shall examine the food truck application and 
provide a written determination in response to it. During this period, the City Manager 
or the Manager’s designee may make, or cause to be made, any further investigation 
into such food truck application as they deem necessary, and they may extend the 
review period up to an additional fifteen (15) business days as needed to complete such 
further investigation.  

(D) The City Manager or the Manager’s designee shall provide a written determination in 
response to each complete food truck application submission. If a complete food truck 
application is denied, then the reasons for such denial will be provided to the food truck 
operator in writing. If a complete food truck application is approved, then the food 
truck operator shall register the food truck with the City of Dublin Division of Taxation 
before beginning operations under the license.  

 

123.04: OPERATIONS 

(A) Within the corporate limits of the City of Dublin, food truck operators shall not: 
(1) Fail to display on or within the food truck the licensure mark issued under this 

Chapter; 
(2) Fail to ensure that all food truck operations equipment is contained within or on 

the food truck, including while operating the food truck; 
(3) Use speakers or audio amplification for any purpose, unless the food truck 

operator is operating an ice cream truck and such amplified sound falls within 
the noise/sound amplification parameters set forth in Section 72.021 of this 
Code; 

(4) Be open for business or otherwise operate, on any given day, before 7:00 a.m. 
or after 10:00 p.m., unless permitted to operate outside of these hours as part of 
a City-Approved Event; 

(5) On any given day, park their food truck upon public property or parking 
space(s) between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. and 
11:59 p.m., unless permitted to do so as part of a City-Approved Event; 

(6) Tap into or otherwise use a power or water source belonging to the City of 
Dublin, any private party, or any other business to operate their food truck, 
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unless the food truck operator has obtained the written consent of the party 
responsible for such power or water source; 

(7) Use an independent fuel source that produces or disperses noxious smoke or 
fumes, or an engine or generator power source that produces unreasonable 
noise, such that it violates the noise parameters set forth in Section 72.021 of 
this Code;  

(8) Operate their food truck in such a way, or in such a location, that such operation: 
interferes with City–permitted functions; or orients the food truck’s service 
window or other service area towards a public street or vehicular traffic; or 
otherwise impedes the reasonable flow of vehicular and/or pedestrian foot 
traffic; 

(9) Set up or otherwise distribute, for customer use: a) any tables or auxiliary 
stations unless such tables or auxiliary stations are located within ten (10) feet 
from the food truck; or b) any chairs or apparatuses for seating regardless of 
their proximity to the food truck; 

(10) Set up or display any signage, unless such display or signage is associated solely 
with the food truck and is located within ten (10) feet from the food truck; 

(11) Dispose of any liquid waste or grease in tree pits or storm drains or onto the 
sidewalks, streets, trash cans, or other public space; or 

(12) Cause or allow the food truck to be left unattended for any period of time. 
(B) A food truck shall not operate within the City of Dublin unless they are parked lawfully 

and fully within in a designated food truck parking zone. 
(C) Notwithstanding subsection (B), a food truck may operate, subject to the following 

conditions, upon:  
(1) A neighborhood street, if the food truck is lawfully parked thereon and has 

received written permission to operate at that location by an applicable 
homeowner’s association, civic association, or similarly organized group of 
residents, or as part of a neighborhood event that has been allowed or 
recognized by the City Manager or the Manager’s designee; 

(2) A non-asphalt or non-concrete surface in connection with a City–Approved 
Event, if directed to park and operate thereon by the organizer of the event or 
their designee, or if such surface is within private property; 

(3) Private property with a residential primary use in connection with a single-day 
event on the property, if they have both received written permission from the 
property owner to operate thereon and serve only those individuals whom the 
property owner has invited to the event;  

(4) Private property with a non-residential primary use, a mixed-use parcel, or a 
vacant commercial parcel, if they do so for no more than fourteen (14) calendar 
days in a month and subject to the property owner’s written consent for such 
operation; and 
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(5) A neighborhood street or neighborhood park, if and only if the food truck is an 
ice cream truck and such operations are both safe and do not impede the flow 
of vehicular or pedestrian foot traffic thereon. 

 

123.05: CITY–APPROVED EVENTS 

(A) No food truck may operate within one thousand (1000) feet of a City–Approved Event 
unless: a) such operation is occurring exclusively as a subset of a City-Approved event; 
or b) the food truck has received written consent from the organization or entity holding 
the City–Approved Event to do so. 

(B) A food truck may operate without a City of Dublin food truck license if such operation 
occurs exclusively as a subset of a City–Approved Event and if all such operations 
occur within the approved areas and time frames of such event. 

 

123.06: EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL 

(A) Each food truck license is valid from the date of its issuance until the final day of 
February in the subsequent calendar year.  

(B) Upon the change of any information that must be submitted with a food truck 
application, the food truck operator shall provide to the City Manager or the Manager’s 
designee the updated information within ten (10) business days. 

(C) No earlier than forty-five (45) days before the expiration of a food truck license issued 
under this Chapter, but no later than fifteen (15) days before the expiration of such 
license, the food truck operator may seek a renewal food truck license.  
(a) As part of the food-truck-license renewal process, the food truck operator shall: 

(1) Request such renewal in writing;  
(2) Certify that all licenses and other information required in the initial food 

truck application are current and provide updated or current copies of 
such licenses;  

(3) Acknowledge that any false or misleading statements in the renewal 
application may be sufficient cause to revoke the current food truck 
license and deny the renewal application; and  

(4) Pay the applicable food truck license fee, as required by Section 
123.02(B). 

(b) Applications for renewals of food truck licenses may be given expedited 
processing. 

(D) If the food truck operator fails to seek renewal within the timeframe specified in this 
Section, then the applicable food truck license will expire at the end of the one-year 
period set forth in this Section. The food truck operator may submit a complete food 
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truck application at any time after the renewal period set forth in this Section lapses; 
however, the food truck operator shall not operate the applicable food truck during the 
time between the expiration of the food truck license and the issuance of a subsequent 
food truck license. 

(E) The City Manager or the Manager’s designee shall approve or deny a food truck license 
renewal application under the same conditions as the initial approval of the food truck 
license. Additionally, the City Manager or the Manager’s designee shall deny a food 
truck license renewal application if the food truck operator has not previously 
registered, or has not properly maintained the registration of, the food truck with the 
City of Dublin Division of Taxation. 

 

123.07: LICENSE TRANSFERS PROHIBITED 

(A) All food truck licenses issued under this Chapter are non-transferrable and cannot be 
assigned by the licensee to any other individual or organization, or to any other food 
truck. No food truck operator shall transfer or attempt to transfer a food truck license 
issued under this Chapter under any circumstances. 

(B) If a food truck operator sells a food truck that is licensed or permitted under this Chapter 
while the food truck license is still in effect, the succeeding food truck operator must 
comply with the food truck application, inspection, and fee requirements of this 
Chapter before operating such food truck within the corporate limits of the City of 
Dublin. 

 

123.08: ENFORCEMENT 

(A) Any code enforcement officer or police officer shall have the authority to enforce the 
provisions of this Chapter at any time, including but not limited to upon the receipt of 
a complaint. 

(B) The Washington Township Fire Department shall have the authority to inspect any food 
truck for any fire-related performance issue or operational deficiency. Upon the 
discovery of such a fire-related performance issue or operational deficiency, the 
Washington Township Fire Department may temporarily suspend the food truck 
operator’s right to operate the food truck within the corporate limits of the City of 
Dublin until the performance issue or operational deficiency is remediated to the 
Washington Township Fire Department’s satisfaction.  

 

123.09: SUSPENSION; REVOCATION; APPEALS 
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(A) The City Manager or the Manager’s designee may revoke at any time any food truck 
license issued under the provisions of this Chapter for violation of any provision of this 
Chapter or one or more of the following reasons: 
(1) Fraud, misrepresentation or bribery in securing a license or during the course 

of business; 
(2) Failure to display the food truck license issued under this Chapter while 

operating within the corporate limits of the City of Dublin; 
(3) Failure to have valid permits or licenses required by this Chapter; 
(4) Conviction of any criminal or traffic offense while using a food truck or 

conviction of any criminal offense involving theft or fraud; 
(5) For any of the reasons which could have been grounds for refusing to issue the 

original license; or 
(6) Knowingly allowing another person to use such licensed food truck in violation 

of any provision of this Chapter. 
(B) Any person who has applied for a food truck license in accordance with this Chapter 

and to whom the City Manager or the Manager’s designee has, after an investigation, 
denied a food truck license; or any person who has had a food truck license be not 
renewed; or any person who has had a food truck license revoked or suspended, may 
appeal such determination to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

(C) Notice of an appeal shall be filed in accordance with Code § 153.231. Such appeal shall 
be heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals at the next regular meeting, unless the food 
truck operator requests a later date, in accordance with Code §153.231, including all 
rights of appeal.  

 

123.99: PENALTY 

(A) Whoever violates Sections 123.02, 123.07, or 123.08 of this Chapter shall be guilty of 
a third-degree misdemeanor.  

(B) Whoever violates any other Section of this Chapter shall be guilty of a minor 
misdemeanor for the first offense of any subsection. a fourth-degree misdemeanor for 
a second offense of the same subsection, and a third-degree misdemeanor for third and 
any subsequent offense of the same subsection. 

(C) Each day on which any such activities are conducted in violation of this Chapter shall 
constitute a separate offense.  
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Related Necessary Code Revisions: 

• Delete all food truck zoning regulations in153.172(C)(3)(f); 
• Delete food truck definition at 153.002(A)(6)(c). 
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FOOD TRUCK REGULATIONS

May 11, 2026



AGENDA

• Strategic Alignment
• Draft Code Language
• Additional Considerations
• Recommendation



STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT

• Community Events Roadmap (Resolution 35-25): includes an 
action item to establish clear regulations for food truck operations 
within park spaces. 

• Downtown Dublin Curbside Management Plan (Resolution 
38-25): includes a recommendation to formalize a food truck and 
curbside vendor program to provide clarity on where and when 
operations are allowed, preferred, or discouraged.



DRAFT CODE CHANGES

• Delete definition §153.002(A)(6)(c) 
• Delete §153.172(C)(3)(f) 
• Draft Chapter §123
o 123.01 Definitions
o 123.02 License required for operation
o 123.03 Food truck application
o 123.04 Operations 
o 123.05 City-approved events and parks
o 123.06 Operation on private property 
o 123.07 Expiration and renewal 
o 123.08 License transfers prohibited 
o 123.09 Enforcement
o 123.99 Penalty







• 12 designated locations 
• Link: City of Dublin Food Truck Locations

MAP







• Three sports complexes: Darree Fields, Avery Park, and Emerald Fields
• Two complexes partner with youth organizations for concession operations
• Agreements do not include a non-compete clause
• Concessions are a significant revenue source for partner organizations, staff has heard 

from the organizations in the past when food trucks came to the park unannounced 
• PSC noted limited food options and capacity challenges, recommending allowing food 

trucks in designated locations within the complexes 
• Darree: 4
• Emerald: 2
• Avery: 1

SPORTS COMPLEXES – PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS



• Comprehensive Educational Website 
• Outlines the license and application process, designated locations, prohibited dates, 

and regulatory resources
• Regulations effective upon passage, licensure aspect enforced on March 1, 2027 

• Creates alignment with State food truck permit process
• Collaborate with Central Ohio Food Truck Association to promote awareness and 

understanding of the new requirements

EDUCATION



• Community sentiment remains overwhelmingly positive 
• No emerging concerns related to regulation, safety or competition 
• Engagement driven primarily by social media and community event promotion 
• Food trucks viewed as strong community asset 

ZENCITY SENTIMENT REPORT



If City Council is supportive of the proposed code amendments after 
incorporating any feedback, staff will: 

1. Present draft language to amend the City Code at a future council meeting

2. Engage the Central Ohio Food Truck Association 

3. Develop the comprehensive website 

NEXT STEPS



1. Does City Council support the draft code? 
2. Does City Council support food trucks operating in City community and 

athletic parks? 
3. Are there any additional elements City Council would like incorporated into 

the draft code or education plan?
4. Does City Council have additional locations they would like to see designated 

as food truck parking zones?

RECOMMENDATION:
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