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Architectural Exposure

The setback and screening standards for Type 
C, Type D, and Local Street classifications shall 
apply in full unless an exception is approved 
by the City through the development review 
process outlined in Section 153.042. Exceptions 
are intended for specific architectural features 
or portions of a building, not entire building 
frontages. 
 
Eligible Architecture 
Portions of a building may be considered for 
exposure where they:
•	Contain a primary building entrance, lobby, 

or other active ground floor space,

•	Exceed the architectural requirements of 
Section 153.039(C) through materials, 
articulation, and transparency, or

•	Front a publicly accessible amenity space, 
such as a plaza or outdoor gathering area.

 
Service areas, loading docks, parking, 
mechanical equipment, outdoor storage, and 
blank walls shall remain fully screened in all 
cases. 
 
Review and Approval 
The applicant shall identify any proposed 
exposure areas in the development application, 
including building elevations, sightline sections 
or perspectives from the public ROW, and a 
landscape plan showing proposed screening 
adjustments. The City shall determine whether 
the architecture qualifies and shall approve the 
location and extent of each exposure area. 
 

Screening Adjustments 
Within an approved exposure area, the following 
strategies may be used:
•	Reduce mound height or taper mounds 

to frame the view, following the Property 
Boundary approach (page 35),

•	Replace evergreen clusters with high-
branching deciduous canopy trees, limbed up 
to open views beneath the canopy, 

•	Increase tree spacing, using clusters to frame 
the view rather than block it.

 
Limits

•	Exposure areas shall not exceed 25% of a 
property’s frontage along the applicable 
roadway. 

•	Parking and drive aisles visible within an 
exposure area shall be screened with 
shrubs or walls a minimum of 3’ tall to block 
headlights.

•	Required building and pavement setbacks still 
apply.

•	Exposure areas are excluded from the opacity 
calculation, and the remaining frontage shall 
meet the full opacity requirement.
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American Nursery and Landscape Association 
Standards.

Woody Shrubs
•	 Representative photos of woody shrubs shall be 

approved by a landscape architect.
•	 Woody shrub beds shall be staked for approval 

by a landscape architect. Woody shrub planting 
is only applicable to Key Intersections.

•	 Shrub beds shall be a continuous excavation to 
the depth of the deepest rootball in the shrub bed.  
Bottom and sides of shrub bed excavation shall 
be loosened prior to planting.  

•	 All sizes and grades of plant material shall be 
in accordance with the American Standard for 
Nursery Stock (latest edition), published by the 
American Nursery and Landscape Association 
standards.

Meadow Mix
•	 Mixes shall be pre-packaged at the 

specified species percentages and applied 
at rates consistent with the seed supplier’s 
recommendations.

•	 Bed preparation shall be in accordance with seed 
supplier’s recommendations.

Planting Soil Composition
Planting soils shall be a mix of three components:  
topsoil, organic amendment, and sand.

•	 Topsoil:  central Ohio topsoil with a USDA texture 
classification of clay loam or loam and a pH of 
5.5 to 7.0.

•	 Organic Amendment:  composted yard debris 
(green waste) compost with a pH of 7.2 to 8.0

•	 Sand:  ASTM C33 concrete sand.
•	 The three components shall be blended into a the 

following ratio:  4 parts sand, 2 parts topsoil, 1 
part compost. 

Planting Soil Quantities 
Planting soils shall vary based on associated planting 
type: 
•	 Trees shall be provided a minimum 2-3’ soil 

depth. Soil area width shall be a minimum of 2.5 
times the rootball size.

•	 Turf and meadow areas shall be a minimum 4-6” 
soil depth.

•	 Shrub areas shall be a minimum12” soil depth. 

•	 Mow meadow as soon as top growth is tall 
enough to cut. Repeat mowing to maintain 
specified height without cutting more than 1/3 
of the grass height. Remove no more than 1/3 
of grass leaf growth in initial or subsequent 
mowings.  Do not mow when grass is wet. 
Schedule initial and subsequent mowings to 
maintain a height of 5-6 inches. Do not mow after 
12 months from planting completion. 

•	 Apply 2 applications of a broad spectrum, 3-way 
selective herbicide to meadow within 12 months 
after planting. Schedule first application no 
earlier than 6 months after planting. 

MAINTAINED TURF MIX

•	 The turf mix shall be: 

	 80% 2 of 3 Tall Fescue

	 10% Kentucky Blue Grass

	 10% Perennial Ryegrass 

Application rate shall be 225 lbs per acre.

General Planting Guidelines
Trees
•	 Trees over 3” caliper shall be nursery tagged 

by a landscape architect. Trees under 3” caliper 
shall be visually inspected with representative 
photographs by a landscape architect. 

•	 Width of tree planting hole for trees shall be 3 
times the diameter of the root ball. Bottom and 
sides of the tree hole shall be loosened prior to 
planting. 

•	 Depth of tree planting hole shall be 1.5 times the 
depth of the root ball, minimum. Container grown 
or balled and burlapped trees shall be planting 
on a compacted mound of #57 stone.

•	 All sides and grades of plant material shall be 
in accordance with the American Standard for 
Nursery Stock (latest edition), published by the 

Shrubs
•	 January/February:  Remove wind driven leaves 

from shrub beds.
•	 March:  Remove wind driven leaves from shrub 

beds.  Inspect for potential pest problems at 2 
week intervals- document all findings.

•	 April:  Inspect for potential pest problems at 2 
week intervals- document all findings.  Edge all 
shrub beds by hand spade or other acceptable 
method.  Hand prune as needed – use standard 
horticultural practices when pruning. Shearing is 
not acceptable.  Selectively hand prune non-
spring flowering shrubs as required.  Apply 
granular pre-emergent control to shrub beds. 
Apply mulch to shrub beds. Provide 2”-3” depth 
within bed.

•	 May:  Hand prune as needed (see April).  Closely 
monitor newly planted shrubs to ensure root 
ball has the proper moisture content.  Remove 
weeds from beds weekly.  Continue bi-monthly 
inspections for pest/disease problems.

•	 June:  Hand prune as needed (see April). Monitor 
for weed / insect / and disease problems – 
control as needed.  Use pheromone traps to help 
determine insect problems.  Closely monitor newly 
planted shrubs to ensure root ball has the proper 
moisture content.  Remove weeds from beds 
weekly.

•	 July:  Monitor potential weed / insect / and 
disease problems – control as needed.  Closely 
monitor newly planted shrubs to ensure root ball 
has the proper moisture content. Pre-emergent 
herbicide may be used to control weeds in beds.  
Remove weeds from beds weekly.

•	 August:  Large shrubs should be pruned if 
necessary to maintain desired character (except 
for summer/fall flowering species).  Monitor for 
weed / insect / and disease problems – control 
as needed.  Closely monitor newly planted shrubs 

Landscape Maintenance

Trees
•	 January: Check trunks for rodent damage. Treat 

appropriately if damage is present.  Selectively 
hand prune limbs to repair, remove damaged 
limbs, or to ‘limb-up’ canopy (provided temps are 
>32 degrees). Do not prune evergreen trees unless 
necessary for damage repair.  Use dormant oils 
for pest management as required for insect control 
provided temps remain >32 degrees for 24 hours 
or more.

•	 February:  If there’s evidence of an insect 
infestation, dormant horticultural oils are effective 
as a dormant application – temperatures must be 
>32 for 24 hours after application to be effective.  

•	 March:  Selectively hand prune limbs to repair, 
remove damaged limbs, or to ‘limb-up’ canopy 
(provided temps are >32 degrees). Do not prune 
evergreen trees unless necessary for damage 
repair.  Install any new container grown or B&B 
trees.

•	 April:  Inspect for potential pest problems at 2 
week intervals – document all findings.  Remove 
any/all dead or damaged branches or limbs.  
Install any new container grown or B&B trees.  
Closely monitor newly planted trees to ensure 
root ball has the proper moisture content. Apply 
mulch tree rings to trees in meadow and turf areas. 
Provide 2”-3” depth throughout entire tree ring. 
Pull mulch 2” away from trunk to prevent mold and 
rotting.

•	 May:  Weed mulch tree rings as required.  
Continue bi-monthly inspections for pest/disease 
problems.  Closely monitor newly planted trees to 
ensure root ball has the proper moisture content. 

•	 June/July:  Irrigate trees if needed in the early 
morning hours to prevent evapotranspiration.  
Trim/remove unwanted limbs from trees as 
required.  Monitor for weed / insect / and disease 
problems – control as needed.  Use pheromone 
traps to help determine insect problems.  Closely 

monitor newly planted trees to ensure root ball has 
the proper moisture content. Provide 1” water per 
week (supplement natural rainfall with irrigation as 
needed).

•	 August:  Maintain 2-3” depth mulch tree rings 
for trees in plant beds and turf areas. Pull mulch 
2” away from trunk to prevent mold and rotting. 
Weed mulch tree rings as required.

•	 September:  Pesticide application is not 
recommended at this time unless for heavy 
infestations.  Plan for container grown shade trees 
and evergreens that can be planted in the fall 
(Oct./Nov.).

•	 October:  Fertilize using a granular fertilizer 
with slow release nitrogen – a 4:1:2 ratio is 
appropriate – Broadcast over entire root zone / 
dripline (if root zone includes turf do not exceed 
2lbs of nitrogen / 1000 sf).

•	 November:  Monitor for weed / insect / and 
disease problems – control as needed.  Remove 
any diseased / damaged / or dead branches.  If 
there’s evidence of an insect infestation, dormant 
horticultural oils are effective as a dormant 
application – temperatures must be >32 for 24 
hours after application to be effective.  Renew 
mulch tree rings - provide 3” depth for trees in 
plant beds and turf areas. Pull mulch 2” away from 
trunk.

•	 December:  Monitor for signs of pest problems 
and desiccation from winter winds. Plants that 
routinely show desiccation may be treated with 
an application of wilt proof to reduce damage. 
More than one treatment is detrimental. Plants with 
reoccurring problems should be removed. 
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•	 October:  Maintain turf at 3” height by mowing 
as needed-removing not more than 1/3 of the 
blade length in a single mowing. Treat disease 
with appropriate fungicide if damage is extensive.  
Continue monitoring turf for broadleaf weeds 
(ground ivy, plantain, dandelion, etc.) and apply 
treatments as needed.  Fall Fertilization: Late 
October; fertilize at 1 lb nitrogen / 1000 sf. or as 
required by soil analysis.

•	 November:  Remove fall leaves from turf to prevent 
damage.  Reduce mower cutting height to 1 ½” for 
last cut of the season – to reduce chance of snow 
mold and winter burn.  Apply spot applications of 
broadleaf herbicides as required.  

•	 December:  Complete any leaf removal to prevent 
damage to turf.

seed supplier recommended rate- slice seed or 
seed-a-vator method.

•	 November: Mow at 5-6” height (Single Mow). 
Do not mow after 12 months from planting 
completion.  

•	 Note: The recommended fine fescue blend is 
designed to be maintained with low fertility 
and is to be mowed only twice per year. Fine 
fescues struggle during hot and dry periods when 
maintained at traditional lawn heights (+/- 3”)

Turf
•	 January/ February/March:  Minimize salt 

damage along walks and drives.  Remove any 
wind driven leaves from lawns/beds.

•	 April:  Test soil PH. Turf areas should maintain PH 
levels between 6.2-7.0.  Apply lime to increase 
PH as needed.  Apply chemical pre-emergents 
as needed after soil temps reach 55 degrees 
and crabgrass begins to germinate.  If season 
is advanced, begin mowing. First cut should be 
slightly shorter than normal (3”ht.) to encourage 
greening.  Trim turf along all walks and road 
edges as required – DO NOT line trim around 
tree trunks. Core aerate prior to fertilization / 
lawn renovations.  Avoid rolling of turf; this causes 
compaction/poor root development; it should 
be avoided unless excessive heaving has taken 
place.  Overseed turf areas after aeration to 
increase lawn density and crowd out aggressive 
weeds.

•	 May:  Maintain turf at 3” height by mowing 
as needed-removing not more than 1/3 of the 
blade length in a single mowing.  Treat disease 
with appropriate fungicide if damage is extensive.  
Check for soil insects - document all findings. 
Treat as necessary.  Spring Fertilization: Memorial 
Day; fertilize at 1 lb nitrogen / 1000 sf. or as 
required by soil analysis.

to ensure root ball has the proper moisture 
content.  Pre-emergent herbicide may be used 
to control weeds in landscape beds.  Maintain a 
2”-3” of mulch in all shrub beds.  Remove weeds 
from beds weekly.

•	 September:  Monitor for weed / insect / and 
disease problems – control as needed.  Pesticide 
application is not recommended at this time 
unless for heavy infestations.  Maintain a 2”-3” 
of mulch in all shrub beds.  Remove weeds from 
beds weekly.  Remove early fall leaves and other 
debris from plant beds.  Apply pre-emergent 
herbicide for control of winter annuals.

•	 October:  Fertilize using a granular fertilizer 
with slow release nitrogen – a 4:1:2 ratio is 
appropriate – Broadcast over entire shrub bed.  
Remove fallen leaves to prevent damage of turf.

•	 November:  Monitor for weed / insect / and 
disease problems – control as needed.  Remove 
any diseased / damaged / or dead branches.  If 
there’s evidence of an insect infestation, dormant 
horticultural oils are effective as a dormant 
application – temperatures must be >32 for 24 
hours after application to be effective.  Renew 
mulch at shrub beds - provide 2-3” depth.

•	 December:  Monitor for signs of pest problems 
and desiccation from winter winds. Plants that 
routinely show dissection may be treated with an 
application of wilt proof to reduce damage. More 
than one treatment is detrimental. Plants with 
reoccurring problems should be removed.

Meadow
•	 April (late): Apply 3-way selective herbicide 

to control weed populations - Do not apply 
pre-emergence to areas that need overseeded. 
Overseeding can take place in April for severe 
bare areas at seed supplier recommended rate.  
(Note: Fall overseed is preferred)

•	 May: Mow at 5-6” height (Single Mow).  
•	 June - September: No mowing to occur
•	 Early-mid September: Overseed thin areas at 

•	 June:  Maintain turf at 3” height by mowing as 
needed-removing not more than 1/3 of the 
blade length in a single mowing.  Treat disease 
with appropriate fungicide if damage is extensive.  
Monitor turf for broadleaf weeds (ground ivy, 
plantain, dandelion, etc.) and apply chemical 
weed killers as needed.  New seeded lawn areas 
require the top 1/4” to remain moist – a thin 
layer of hydro mulch will help to keep soil from 
drying out. New sod should be kept moist for 4-5 
weeks or until firmly rooted.

•	 July:  Maintain turf at 3” height by mowing as 
needed-removing not more than 1/3 of the 
blade length in a single mowing. Frequency may 
decrease during this time due to heat stress.  Treat 
disease with appropriate fungicide if damage is 
extensive.

•	 August:  Maintain turf at 3” height by mowing 
as needed-removing not more than 1/3 of the 
blade length in a single mowing. Frequency may 
decrease during this time due to heat stress.  Treat 
disease with appropriate fungicide if damage 
is extensive.  Core aerate prior to fertilization / 
lawn renovations.  Monitor turf for insect and 
disease problems – Grubs are typical during 
this month. Cut section of lawn and examine 
roots for young grubs. Treatment is necessary at 
populations of 4 grubs / sf.

•	 September:  Summer Fertilization: Labor Day; 
fertilize at 1 lb nitrogen / 1000 sf. or as required 
by soil analysis.  Maintain turf at 3” height by 
mowing as needed-removing not more than 
1/3 of the blade length in a single mowing. 
Frequency may decrease during this time due 
to heat stress.  Treat disease with appropriate 
fungicide if damage is extensive.  Over-seed all 
bare areas – Rake bare soil and amend with 
three cubic yards of finely screened compost / 
1000 sf. Broadcast seed and hand rake into top 
1/4” topsoil.  Monitor turf for broadleaf weeds 
(ground ivy, plantain, dandelion, etc.) and apply 
treatments as needed.
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