
 

 

Pedestrian Bridge Opening & Dedication 

 

I. Outcomes & Goals 

a. To celebrate the connection between districts 

b. To activate both districts 

II. Opportunities and Challenges 

a. Limited viewpoint for entire bridge length 

b. No staging area on east side, limited space on west side 

c. Weather at the end of the year 

d. Uncertainty of exact date of opening 

III. Event Stakeholders 

a. Historic Dublin Alliance: HDBA, Crawford Hoying, DCVB, Historical Society 

b. Residents 

c. Arts Council and Library 

IV. Event Ideas For Discussion 

a. Ceremonial Opening/Ribbon Cutting 

b. Bridge Day 

V. Bridge Naming Consideration and Discussion 



 

 
 
 

To: Members of Dublin City Council 

From: Dana L. McDaniel, City Manager 

Date: April 16, 2019 

Initiated By: Matt Earman, Director of Parks & Recreation 

Alison LeRoy, Director of Community Events 

Re: Pedestrian Bridge Opening Event & Dedication 

 

Background 

By the end of 2019, staff anticipates the opening of the pedestrian and bicycle bridge which will 
span the Scioto River in the heart of Dublin connecting the future Riverside Crossing Park on the 
east side of the river as well as nearby commercial, residential and retail to Historic Dublin on the 
west side. The bridge will also serve as an iconic City of Dublin landmark – representing 
connectivity and inclusivity. 
 
The opening of the bridge has been long anticipated by the residents and businesses, and many 
have expressed an interest in taking part in an opening event. Because of the limited completed 
space at the east and west landings of the bridge, the specific ceremony/ribbon cutting will likely 
need to be limited to invited guests including Council members, select local stakeholders, 
contractors and employees involved with design and construction of the bridge. At the conclusion 
of the opening ceremony, the bridge will be open for the public. 
 
Based on numerous suggestions received thus far, activities could run throughout the day. Some 
suggestions include a ceremonial commemorative gift for all families that cross that bridge the 
opening day; shops and restaurants establish specials and bridge-themed events; local not-for-
profit organizations host events that coincide on either side of the river; the Dublin Arts Council 
could commission an artist for an interactive experience or provide an activity for families to create 
their own commemorative piece; and the possibility of officially naming the bridge.  
 
Staff plans to hold a meeting with all interested organizations in the second quarter of this year to 
ensure planning efforts are all-inclusive. While staff will directly coordinate the opening ceremony 
and commemorative gift, staff plans only to be the “clearinghouse” for all other activities and 
events. It is suggested that any organization wishing to be involved submit an application to be 
assessed by staff to ensure all appropriate events are included in the publicity for the opening.  
 
 
Recommendation 

To ensure ample time is allotted for event planning, staff is seeking guidance from City Council 
regarding particular logistics or activities they would like to include at the Bridge opening 
ceremony. Staff is also seeking direction from City Council as to the interest of officially naming the 
bridge and if so, through what process City Council would like staff to pursue.  
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