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CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Amorose Groomes called the Monday, April 27, 2020 Regular Meeting of Dublin 

City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the State’s 
emergency declaration, the meeting was conducted via an online platform and live-
streamed via YouTube at the City’s website. This is now allowed as a result of the 

passage of Am. Sub. H.B. 197, which includes temporary changes to the Ohio Open 
Meetings Law. She reiterated her message from April 13 regarding the submission of 
any comments by the public prior to the meeting by e-mail to the Clerk or during the 
meeting via the website. She emphasized that Council desires to accommodate public 

participation and comment to the greatest extent possible throughout this Pandemic. 

ROLL CALL 

Present were Mayor Amorose Groomes, Vice Mayor De Rosa, Ms. Alutto, Ms. Fox, Mr. 

Keeler, Mr. Peterson and Mr. Reiner. 

Staff members present were Mr. McDaniel, Mr. Rogers, Ms. Readler, Ms. O’Callaghan, 
Mr. Stiffler, Mr. Earman, Chief Paez, Ms. Gilger, Mr. Hammersmith, Ms. Burness, Ms. 

Husak and Ms. LeRoy. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. Rogers led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Ms. Burness reported that a comment was received from Martin Majka, 6065 Heather 
Bluff Drive, Dublin. (She read it into the record.) Mr. Majka is interested in high school 
senior athlete recognition in the City, perhaps using a banner program to be displayed 

in Dublin. The costs of the banners would be paid by the parents, and the program 
would not be done unless all high schools participate. This would require the City 
Streets staff to hang the banners, and therefore he is requesting City support of this 

request. 
Mr. McDaniel stated he gave consideration to this request and asked that Ms. Burness 
discuss recognition options with Dublin Schools. The focus has been on all graduates, 
however, not specific groups such as athletes. 
Ms. Burness added that a suggestion was to use the Dublin Life magazine to recognize 
the class of 2020. They are continuing discussion about various options for this 
recognition in collaboration with the Schools.  
Mayor Amorose Groomes acknowledged this is a difficult time for all of the students 
who have worked so hard. Staff will keep in contact with Mr. Majka as discussions 
continue. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

There was no request to remove an item from the Consent Agenda. 

 Minutes of the March 9, 2020 Special Council Meeting 
 Minutes of the April 13, 2020 Regular Council Meeting 

Mayor Amorose Groomes moved to approve the actions for the two items on the 

Consent Agenda. 
Ms. Alutto seconded the motion. 
The Clerk and Ms. Burness confirmed there were no public comments submitted. 

Vote on the motion: Mr. Reiner, yes; Mr. Peterson, yes; Ms. Fox, yes; Vice Mayor De 
Rosa, yes; Mr. Keeler, yes; Mayor Amorose Groomes, yes; Ms. Alutto, yes. 
 
POSTPONED ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR HEARING 
Ordinance 06-20 
Rezoning Approximately 3.47 Acres East of Hyland-Croy Road, South of 

Mitchell-Dewitt Road from PUD, Planned Unit Development District (Oak 
Park, Subarea E) to PUD, Planned Unit Development District (Oak Park, 
Subarea F) for the Future Development of up to 12 Single-Family homes and 

0.66 Acre of Open Space.  (Case 19-100Z/PDP) 
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Mayor Amorose Groomes noted that the applicant’s representative has submitted a 
request to Council to table this Ordinance. 
Mayor Amorose Groomes moved to table Ordinance 06-20. 
Ms. Alutto seconded the motion. 

The Clerk and Ms. Burness confirmed there were no public comments submitted. 
Vote on the motion: Ms. Fox, yes; Ms. Alutto, yes; Mayor Amorose Groomes, yes; Mr. 
Keeler, yes; Vice Mayor De Rosa, yes; Mr. Reiner, yes; Mr. Peterson, yes. 

 
SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING - ORDINANCES 
Ordinance 10-20 

Amending the Annual Appropriations for the Fiscal Year Ending 
December 31, 2020.  
Mr. Stiffler reported there was no new information subsequent to the first reading. 

The Clerk and Ms. Burness confirmed there were no public comments submitted. 
Vote on the Ordinance: Ms. Fox, yes; Mr. Reiner, yes; Mr. Peterson, yes; Vice Mayor 
De Rosa, yes; Mr. Keeler, yes; Mayor Amorose Groomes, yes; Ms. Alutto, yes. 
 

Ordinance 11-20 

Adopting and Enacting a Supplement (S-47) to the Code of 
Ordinances for the City of Dublin, Ohio.  
Ms. Readler reported that American Legal has provided an updated City officials page 

for this supplement. 
The Clerk and Ms. Burness confirmed there were no public comments submitted. 
Vote on the Ordinance: Ms. Alutto, yes; Mayor Amorose Groomes, yes; Mr. Keeler, yes; 

Vice Mayor De Rosa, yes; Ms. Fox, yes; Mr. Reiner, yes; Mr. Peterson, yes. 
   
Ordinance 12-20 

Authorizing the City Manager to Execute and Accept Necessary 
Conveyance Documents and Contracts to Accept a Sanitary Sewer 
Easement from Carmen Michael Villopoto for Property Owned and 

Located at 7685 Dublin Plain City Road, Franklin County Parcel 
Number 274-001453-00.  
Mr. Hammersmith stated there is no additional information to share. 

The Clerk and Ms. Burness confirmed there were no public comments submitted. 
Vote on the Ordinance:  Mr. Reiner, yes; Mr. Peterson, yes; Ms. Fox, yes; Vice Mayor 
De Rosa, yes; Mr. Keeler, yes; Ms. Alutto, yes; Mayor Amorose Groomes, yes. 
 

OTHER 

 Budget Presentation and Discussion 
Mr. McDaniel stated that, given the current COVID-19 situation, staff will report tonight 
on the status of the operating budget, what is believed to be known about the current 
situation, and what staff expects to observe in the coming months. The first quarter 

revenues came in higher than what was budgeted, but it is challenging to fully 
understand the impacts of the current COVID-19 situation going forward and to project 
what will occur. He will keep Council informed as this evolves. He noted that Mr. 

Stiffler will now present. 
 

Mr. Stiffler stated that he will provide information on the initial estimates of the 

financial impact of the COVID19 pandemic on the City of Dublin. This public health 
emergency and the resulting measures necessary to keep people safe have created a 
negative financial impact on individuals, businesses and all levels of government on a 

worldwide scale. We are still in the very early stages of managing this emergency and 
understanding the financial impact. Tonight’s presentation will provide our best current 
estimate of this emergency’s impact and detail our plan to respond to this emerging 

and ongoing situation.  
 
We will examine the initial response to this emergency, provide information on the 
financial impact, and outline some of the actions we have taken to support the safety 

of our employees as they continue to deliver essential services to our residents. We 
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will also discuss the guiding principles that will inform our decisions as we make 
budget revisions to maintain our fiscal health. We will also discuss the initial impact on 
expenditures, estimated impact on major revenues of the City, outline expenditure 
reductions and identify some potential next steps. 

He noted the following: 

 This emergency is having a swift, systemic impact on all revenues. This 
presentation includes our best assessment of anticipated revenues, but it is 
important to understand that we are at the very early stages of this emergency. 
As this emergency unfolds and we collect additional information and data, we 

will incorporate this information into our models and make the necessary 
adjustments. In some cases, the timeframe for the required information 
becoming available is July/August. We will use the current estimates to guide 

our initial response as we make adjustments to the 2020 Operating and Capital 
budgets and create future budgets for 2021.  

 We will continuously inform Council and make certain you are able to provide 
the appropriate guidance and direction. We will outline policy options available 
to Council in a timely manner as we continue to navigate this emergency. 

 The emergency is impacting tax revenues associated with income taxes, motor 
fuel, hotel/motel and property taxes. It will impact intergovernmental fund 
revenues such as the local government fund as the State General Revenue 

Fund revenues decline. Additionally, the public health measures currently in 
place and the speed at which they are relaxed or removed will impact our 
ability to deliver services and earn the associated revenue with recreation, pool 

and special event activities.  
 Staff’s initial response to these revenue declines has been to perform the 

following actions: an identification and impact analysis on all funds including 

the Capital Improvement Fund, tracking of all COVID-19 related expenditures 
for reimbursement, and the continued advocacy at the Federal and State level 
for funding to support critical local government needs. 

 With regard to the operating budget specifically, the City Manager has 
suspended travel and training for the remainder of the year, initiated a hiring 

freeze with exceptions for key positions as determined by the City Manager and 
asked Division Directors to identify a 20% budget reduction in operating 
expenses. If all of these actions are implemented, the potential reduction in 

expenditures is $9.5 million. 
 We have taken the appropriate measures listed on the slide shared to protect 

and support the health and safety of our workforce who continue to deliver 

essential services to our residents.  

 We have invested in our technology to support remote work capabilities to 
increase the social distancing of our operations. Currently, over half of the 
City’s workforce is working remotely.  

 We have expanded our mission to include supporting our social service 
providers and maintaining continuity of the essential delivery services Dublin’s 
homebound population relies upon.  

 Finally, we have engaged in discussions with organizations in our community 
who may require additional support as a result of this emergency.   

 As we begin to develop our plan of response, the following principles will guide 
our actions.  

o We will continue to provide essential City services to our residents. As 

necessary, we will expand our mission to act as a critical backstop for 
our essential social service agencies and partners during this time. 

o We will support our workforce. Retaining the ability to respond to the 

emerging needs of our community requires an available workforce. Our 
pandemic plan estimates a reduction in available force of 25% to 40%. 
Fortunately, we have not experienced it at this time, but as we are in 
the early stages of this pandemic, we need to carefully manage the 

availability of employees as it is critical to our ability to respond.  
o As this emergency subsides, it will be important to emerge fast and 

strong to maintain our fiscal health and economic vitality. To that end, 
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we are prioritizing our ability to deliver information to our business 
community and continue development projects in the pipeline. This will 
ensure that we emerge as financially strong as possible.  

o Finally, we will prioritize maintaining our fiscal health. We will continue 

to create revenue estimates and seek Council’s guidance to adjust our 
expenditures accordingly. We may elect to postpone or scale down new 
initiatives and, when appropriate, we will engage in a discussion on the 

use of the General Fund reserves.   

 This chart being shared outlines the current revenue and expenditure 
estimates. The remainder of this presentation will provide the details that 
explain every aspect of this table in more detail. 

o In the left column are the 2020 Operating budget numbers.  

o Because of the uncertainty surrounding the City’s revenues, we are 
utilizing a revenue range denoted by best, moderate and worst case- 
scenarios to estimate revenues. As more information becomes available 

the best, moderate and worst case-scenario range will decrease and 
converge to a credible estimate regarding the City’s revenues. As this 
credible estimate is revealed, the Administration will continue to develop 

expenditure reductions as appropriate and seek Council’s guidance in 
order to determine an acceptable revised 2020 Operating Budget.  

o This credible estimate will not be available until July or August. 
o At this time, based on the best-case revenue scenario and the 

expenditure reductions already implemented or under strong 
consideration by the City Manager, the City would have a positive 
budget variance of almost $2 million and the General Fund Balance 

would be almost 75%. 
o Under the moderate scenario using the same expenditures, the negative 

budget variance would be just less than $6 million, leaving a General 

Fund balance of almost 69%.  
o Under the worst-case scenario, the negative budget variance grows to 

almost $16 million. Even under this scenario, and using the General 

Fund balance to close this variance and making no additional 
expenditure reductions, the General Fund balance remains above 50%, 
closing the year at an estimated 60%. 

 This does not mean that any of the policy decisions that would lead to this 
result have been made. Rather, it is to demonstrate that even facing the 

current worst-case scenario and filling all of the resulting budget imbalance 
completely with General Fund reserves, which is not what is proposed nor what 
we would propose, the General Fund balance remains strong.  

 As this emergency unfolds, if we move into a situation where revenues 
approach the current moderate or worst-case scenario, policy options to lower 
expenditures that are currently being developed will be brought forward for 

Council’s consideration. 

 It is also important to note that in the moderate or worst-case revenue 
scenarios, some level of expenditure reduction will occur as a result of things 
that are not occurring. For example, the pool remains closed all season, but the 
current expenditure estimate has the City expending funds for the pool 

operations. There are too many possibilities at this time to project expenditure 
reductions for all the items that may not occur as a result of this emergency. 

Now having seen the bottom line, this presentation will move into the details 

regarding our current revenue estimates and initial expenditure reductions 
discussed on this slide.  

o To date, this emergency has not resulted in a significant increase in 
expenditures. 

o Current expenditures related to COVID-19 are estimated to be just 
above $70,000, with the majority of these expenditures in Information 
Technology to support the City’s workforce moving to remote working. 

o These expenditures may be eligible for reimbursement and are able to 
be absorbed within the City’s current appropriations.  
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o This emergency has not, and is not expected to have a significant 
impact on expenditures. The primary issue is the downward trend in 
economic activity and the resulting lost revenues. 

 This emergency is expected to have a swift, systemic impact on the City’s 
revenues. This slide shared identifies the revenue sources impacted by this 
emergency. This presentation will examine the major revenue.  

o As previously mentioned, because of the evolving and ongoing nature of 
this emergency, it is presently impossible to make a revenue prediction. 
Therefore, certain assumptions are being made to develop a best, 

moderate and worst-case scenario. Again, we will not really be able to 
determine a revenue estimate until the July or August timeframe, but 
will continue to make regular adjustments to the revenue estimates as 

information becomes available.  
o Income tax is the City’s largest revenue source. It accounts for almost 

60% of the City’s total revenue, 90% of General Fund revenue and 85% 

of the Capital Improvements Fund revenue.  
o The 2020 budget estimate for income tax was $89.3 million. This 

revenue is distributed 75% to the General Fund and 25% to the Capital 

Improvement Fund, which is the main fund of our Capital Budget. 
o The current estimated range of reduction in income tax revenue is $4 

million to $18.6 million dollars.  
o Income tax revenue is composed of three distinct types of filings: 

withholdings, net profit and individual taxpayers. The chart shown in the 
upper right hand corner demonstrates the relative size of each type.  

o The table at the bottom provides some historical context to the 

variability of each type and provides a comparison to the 2020 budget 
amount.  

o Each of these types will be impacted differently by this emergency. 

o Income tax withholdings are employer withholdings for individuals 
working in Dublin and are paid to the City approximately every two 
weeks. It is important to note, that through the first quarter, 

withholdings were up 8.1% or $1.5 million over 2019.  
o The current estimated revenue decline is $0 under the best-case 

scenario to $3.6 million under the worst-case scenario. 

o In order to narrow this estimated range, we need to continue to 
examine withholding payments as they arrive in the Taxation Division.  

o The table shows the type of information we will be examining as part of 

this process. It demonstrates that outside of the Top 10 businesses, 
declines in withholding revenue have been below 4%. In the top 10, 
there were several employers who announced layoffs prior to the 

COVID19 emergency, so those may be impacting that category. It is 
important to note that this is a sample size of 20 days, so it is entirely 
too small to make any credible conclusions. However, we can use it to 

inform our estimated revenue range.  
o The current downward trajectory over the first 20 days in April is 

$400,000. Given that the majority of withholding revenues are received 

two days per month, we can conservatively estimate total April 
withholdings may be down $500,000. Projecting that out to the end of 
the year, the decline would be $4.5 million. The current surplus is $1.4 

million, so we end up near the $3.6 million decline in the worst-case 
scenario. As we expect the economic reopening to begin in the coming 
months, economic activity and withholding revenue should increase over 
time, reducing this negative variance in the coming months.  

o As we receive additional withholding bi-monthly payments and the path 
toward economic recovery becomes clear, we can narrow the estimated 
range.  

Mr. Stiffler noted that in addition to this analysis by the Division of Taxation, the 
Economic Development Division is proactively contacting businesses. Ms. Gilger will 
now provide some additional information gathered as part of their outreach efforts. 
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Ms. Gilger noted: 
Information on larger decline in Top 10 Employers 

 Fiserv announced in January that it was laying off around 120 people – and 
that occurred in late March. Wendy’s announcement in December of their IT 
group layoff also had a delay. Those 250–300 people had a March 31 end date 

as well. Cardinal spun off GenPact, transferring around 300 people to the new 
company/location elsewhere in Dublin, so Cardinal might also show a small 
decrease from that sell-off. To summarize, we saw a fairly large number of jobs 

disappear, all unrelated to COVID-19. 
Outreach 

 Outreach has been done to over 1,500 companies, property owners and real 
estate brokers. 

 65% of them reported “green” status – business as usual; 20% reported 
“yellow” – needing to reopen; and 15% reported “red” – with layoffs, larger 
loss of revenue. 

 A webinar was hosted with the SBA and over 220 companies attended. 
 Multiple blast e-mails with links to local, state and federal resources were sent. 

 Working with Dublin Chamber on an employer survey. 

 Creating an “Open for Business” restart campaign in collaboration with the 
Dublin Chamber and the DCVB. 

 
Healthcare 

 The hospital workforce remains intact; the State is allowing elective medical 
procedures to re-open May 4. This will benefit physicians, dentists and 
chiropractors and will help rebound medical revenues. 

 
Automotive 

 Honda production remains shut down; supplier workflow and workforce is in 
jeopardy. 

Information Technology 

 Tele-medicine and tele-conference companies are booming; small contract-
based companies are losing significant revenue. 

Large Headquarters: 

 CEO/executive level pay cuts occurring; nearly all staff are working from home; 
nearly no layoffs or furloughs; hiring and travel freezes. 

Business Services 
 Most have been able to adapt to work-from-home environments; experiencing 

loss of revenues. 

Restaurant/Hotel/Retail 

 These are the hardest hit industries; layoffs/furloughs/group blocks and 
conferences at hotels are experience 30-40 percent rebooking for later in 2020 
or 2021. 

2019-2020 EDA-related projects: 

 Quantum Health, g2o, Ruscilli Headquarters are in the tenant improvement 
phases. 

 The OSU Medical Center Ambulatory Care Facility is moving forward. 

 Hagerty Insurance moving forward. 
 Nexient continues to ramp up hiring. 

 COhatch renovation, demo and new construction is moving forward. 
 City Barbecue and Northwoods new headquarter locations are both moving 

forward. 

 Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption moving into their new facilities in 
Dublin. 

 Univar continues to hire. 
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New Activity 
 16 commercial permit reviews completed week of April 20; 18 commercial 

permits under review week of April 20. 

 Commercial reviews range from restaurant/retail to large office tenant 
improvements. 

 VAdata - data center No. 3 is under construction; data centers Nos. 4 and 5 are 
moving forward to be completed by 2024. 

 Bridge Park Blocks D, G and F still progressing. 

 The Corners final development plan moving forward. 
 Projects under construction include: MAG, Townplace Suites, Springhill Suites, 

Columbus Oncology, Schoedinger, and two daycares. 

 There are currently 1,861 job openings in Dublin according to Ohio Means Jobs 
website. 

 

Mr. Stiffler continued: 
 Individual filing revenue was $7.6 million in 2019 and represented 8% of 

income tax revenues.  

 The scenarios indicate an expected revenue decrease of $800,000 to $2 million. 
This is one of the two components of income tax that will take a significant 

amount of time to estimate credibly.  

 The income tax filing deadline was moved from April to July. As shown on the 
graph depicting the monthly collection of individual taxpayer revenue, a 
significant amount of this revenue is collected at the filing deadline.  

 The revenue decline in April is a result of two distinct factors as outlined in the 
previous memo to Council. The delay in filing deadline creates a cash flow delay 
and the economic conditions create an expectation for reductions in this 
revenue. Until the delay in cash flow is resolved, we will not know if the 

reduction in revenue is a result of a true decline and have an ability to estimate 
the magnitude, or if this is simply a cash flow delay.  

 Net profit revenues are paid on a quarterly basis. A business will pay an 
estimated amount based on their estimated profits for the year. Last year, 
these revenues totaled $13 million. We believe $3 million of this revenue was a 

one-time occurrence.   
 In prior years, these payments were due in April, June, September and 

December. In 2020, the deadline for these net profit payments for both the first 

and second quarter is July 15.  

 There is a great deal of uncertainty regarding the potential impact on net profit 
revenues of the general decline in economic activity and its impact on 
businesses. This uncertainty is reflected in our current best and worst-case 
scenario estimates. The best-case scenario reflects a $3.2 million decrease, 

while the worst-case scenario reflects that no net profits tax is collected and 
potential losses could be carried forward for up to five years.  

 This component of income tax will also take a significant amount of time to 
estimate credibly. The filing deadline was moved from April and June to July. As 
shown on the graph shared of the monthly collection of net profit revenue, a 
significant amount of this revenue is collected at the filing deadlines.  

 As with individual filings, the revenue decline in April is a result of two distinct 
factors: cash flow delay and the economic conditions creating an expectation 

for reductions in this revenue.  
 In July, the cash flow delay will be resolved with the filing deadline. 

Additionally, these quarterly estimates will give the Division of Taxation some 

important information on the expectation of a business for its profitability in 
2020. As these estimated payments are collected, we will be better able to 
estimate the total net profits for 2020. 

 This revenue has the largest estimated range of almost $10 million between the 
best and worst-case scenarios. Unfortunately, without these estimated 

payments it is not possible to narrow this estimate credibly.  
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Mayor Amorose Groomes asked about net profit withholdings and individual filings.  Do 
we have a sense of the quantity filed this year versus previous years at this time? 
What percentage have actually filed? 
Mr. Stiffler stated he will check with Taxation on this question. 

 

 Motor fuel tax is collected by the state and then distributed by formula to 
municipalities and other political subdivisions. Retailers collect the tax at the 
point of sale and then remit it monthly to the state. The state calculates the 
total collected and then remits the money to municipalities and other political 

subdivisions. Since this emergency began in March, the City will begin to see 
the revenue decrease in May and the full impact of the stay-at-home order in 
June.  

 In 2020, this revenue was estimated to be $2.4 million. This represented a 
significant increase over 2019 revenue because of the increase in gas taxes in 
July 2019. This increase was estimated to increase the gas tax revenue to the 

City by almost $1 million. This money is distributed as required by the Ohio 
Revised Code to the Street Maintenance and Repair and State Highway Fund. 
Both funds are part of the operating budget.  

 Additionally, beginning in 2020, because of the $1 million estimated increase in 
gas tax revenue due to the increase in the tax itself, a transfer totaling this 

amount from the two operating funds to the Capital Improvement Fund was 
budgeted. This is important because as the revenue from this tax decreases, 
the City can make a determination of whether the impact of this reduction will 

impact the operating or capital budgets. As the revenue for the operating and 
capital budgets is finalized, a decision on how to allocate any reduction across 
these budgets can be made.  

 Because the collection by the City of gas tax revenue is delayed by two months, 
there will be a partial impact in May and the full impact in June.  

 In the meantime, absent revenue numbers, we have sought out information 
and data that may inform our estimates. The graph shown on the right is from 
the US Information Administration. It displays the number of barrels supplied in 

the United States of finished motor gasoline on a weekly basis dating back to 
1990. As shown on the graph, the decline in gasoline supplied is significant.  

 In February 2020, there were nearly 9 million barrels supplied weekly. In the 
first two weeks of April, the supply was down to 5 million barrels per week.  

 This graph will not perfectly predict the expected revenue decline in gas taxes. 
but it has helped to inform our initial estimates. In May, when retailers pay 
their April collections to the State of Ohio, the Finance Department will be 
contacting the state to gain additional information related to the decline in 

revenue.  

 As a result of the previous graph, our estimates for gas tax revenue reflect a 
50% decline in revenue of varying durations, reflecting the uncertainty of the 
timeline surrounding the economic reopening.  

 The best-case scenario reflects a decline of $282,000, while the worst-case 
scenario reflects a decline of almost $1 million.  

 We will be taking additional actions over the coming months to better estimate 
the monthly decline of revenues. However, an estimate for how long the 
decline is likely to last may take until July or August as more information 
regarding the speed and success of the economic reopening process begins to 

become available.  
 Hotel-motel tax (bed tax) revenues are budgeted for $3.6 million in 2020. 

 This revenue is distributed 35% to the Dublin Convention and Visitors Bureau 
and it is deposited into an agency fund. The remainder is deposited into the 
bed tax fund, with 25% being distributed to the Dublin Arts Council and the 

remaining 40% to the City. 
 This use tax is one of the most quickly and most severely impacted tax 

revenues. 
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 In is important to note that both the DCVB and DAC have contacted the City 
about how these revenue estimates will impact them. This discussion is a 
potential next step for Council outlined at the end of this presentation.  

 The DCVB has estimated that bed tax revenues will fall to $1.3 million this year, 
which is a reduction of 64%.  

 Bed tax revenue collection is similar to other use taxes discussed earlier. The 
hotels located in the City of Dublin remit the tax due the month following its 
collection. Dublin calculates the amount collected and remits that percentage 

amount to the DCVB and DAC the following month. 

 It is estimated that there will be almost $0 collected in bed tax in April following 
a steep decline in March collections. The $0 collected by hotels in April will 
impact the City in May and these organizations in June.  

 Bed tax revenues are estimated to decline between $1.4 million and $2.4 
million. The DCVB estimate previously provided is just higher than the worst-
case scenario presented tonight of $1.3 million.  

 Several weeks ago, when the City and the DCVB discussed bed tax revenue, 
the DCVB was projecting $0 in revenue for up to four months. That estimate is 
reflected in the best-case scenario above. This demonstrates that as more 

information has become available, just in the span of a few weeks, the 
estimated impact on this revenue has changed from the best case to nearly the 
worst case. This amount of uncertainty means that any attempts to use a single 

estimate for this revenue source, and the other revenue sources discussed in 
this presentation, are likely to be revised by a significant amount as this 
emergency unfolds. It validates our ranged approach and provides evidence 

that a range-based approach correctly identifies the true uncertainty we are 
currently facing.  

 It is important to note that a significant percentage of hotel stays in Dublin are 
for business travel and because this type of travel may be slow to return, 
Dublin hotels may recover at a slower rate than the industry norm. 

 In order to narrow this range, more information on the speed of the economic 
reopening as well as the demand for hotels once they reopen will be necessary. 
This information will not be available until one month after hotels reopen.  

 
Vice Mayor De Rosa asked how much bed tax was collected through March of this 
year. 

Mr. Stiffler responded he can provide that information later tonight. 
 

 Property taxes are the most resilient form of taxation and that is reflected in 
the revenue estimates presented tonight.  

 Overall, the City collected just over $4 million in 2019 and budgeted for just 
under that amount in 2020. These revenues are distributed to the Safety fund 
in the operating budget and the Capital Improvements and Parkland Acquisition 
Fund in the capital budget.  

 Property taxes remain at or above budget in the best and moderate scenarios; 
in the worst-case scenario, they decrease by $23,000. 

 In addition to the revenue estimates, there is a potential delay in the second 
half property tax deadline from June 22 to August 5. This would delay the 
receipt of some of these funds. The City will still be able to request an advance 

of those monies from the counties. This delay in cash flow is not anticipated to 
have a significant impact on the City. 

 For reference, the 2020 budget distribution of property tax revenues is as 
follows: 

o Safety Fund - $458,300  
o Capital Improvements Fund - $2,781,500 

o Parkland Acquisition Fund - $693,500 

 The final revenue source to discuss is charges for service revenue for 
recreation-related activities.  

 In 2020, the budgeted revenue for these services was $3.8 million and these 
revenues are deposited into the Recreation Fund 225.  
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 As Council is aware, the Recreation Cost Recovery Policy requires revenues to 
exceed 50% of the expenditures plus the assigned capital improvement project 
costs.  

 As Recreation revenues decrease due to the facility being closed, there will be a 
corresponding decrease in expenditures. However, the distribution of fixed 

costs versus marginal costs to provide services has not yet been determined. As 
revenues decrease, fixed costs will remain. Even when revenues return, it is 
very possible they will be insufficient to meet the required cost recovery target 

set by Council. This is another potential topic for discussion identified in the 
next steps at the close of this presentation.   

 As the graph shown displays, Recreation revenues are heavily seasonally 
dependent. June and July and the day camps scheduled at that time bring in a 
significant amount of revenue. The closure or inability to deliver these services 
will have a significant impact on annual revenues.  

 It is also important to note that Recreation revenues are collected at the time a 
service is reserved. However, if that service is not provided, the fees will be 

refunded to the customer. This introduces an additional layer of complexity in 
the analysis. 

 The potential impact on this revenue varies significantly as the potential end 
date and demand for Recreation services is not known at this time.  

 The best-case scenario includes the facility’s current closure in March and April, 
and for the purposes of estimating a revenue impact only, estimates the facility 
would remain closed in May. In this scenario, the revenue decline is 
approximately $725,000. 

 In the worst-case scenario, Recreation revenues would decline $2.4 million and 
the facility would be closed through August with sluggish demand returning in 
September and October. 

 In order to narrow this estimate, the public health situation and speed of 
economic recovery will have to be better understood. As soon as the Recreation 

center reopens and the demand for services can be determined, the revenue 
estimate can begin to narrow. At this time, this information is simply unknown.  

 Finally, it is worth noting that because of the declines in revenue some federal 
and state funding may become available. The CARES Act provided $150 
billion to state and local governments. Unfortunately, this funding is tied to 
expenditures narrowly defined as eligible purposes as noted on the slide shown. 

As noted earlier in this presentation, the City’s current expenditures related to 
COVID-19 totaled around $70,000. Even then, this spending fits some criteria 
but may fall short on criteria 2 as it was within the current budget. This 

uncertainty will be resolved in the coming weeks and months and the City will 
pursue reimbursement for all eligible expenses through the appropriate 
channels. 

 However, in order to deal fully with the revenue losses caused by this 
emergency, the City of Dublin, along with numerous other local governments 

and organizations are advocating for an additional stimulus to replace lost 
revenues as well as a reduction in the restrictions for the previously provided 
$150 billion.  

 The decision on this funding will require the approval of Congress and the 
President. At this time, the potential size of reimbursement for lost revenues is 
unknown. As this information becomes available, it may greatly influence the 

level of expenditure reduction required to meet the challenges posed by this 
emergency.  

 In order to address the estimated decline in revenues, the City Manager has 
implemented the following actions. 

o The suspension of all travel and training for the remainder of the year. 

This suspension is estimated to save around $500,000. 
o A hiring freeze for all open positions unless specifically exempted by the 

City Manager. This action is estimated to save up to $1.2 million. 

o In addition to the above, the City Manager asked Division Directors to 
identify a 20% reduction in operating expenditures and what the impact 
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of a reduction of that size would be on their service delivery levels. If 
this reduction is implemented, the estimated expenditure reduction is 
$7.8 million across all operating funds. 

o In total, these actions would reduce operating expenditures by $9.5 

million.  
o In addition to those actions, there are additional areas of expenditure 

reduction being evaluated. These actions include identifying full and 

part-time vacant positions not captured as part of the hiring freeze to 
identify unnecessary appropriations, analyzing areas of consistent 
budget surplus in prior years, and identifying the costs associated with 

cancelled services or events – particularly in the moderate and worst- 
case revenue scenarios – so that if cancellations occur, revenue losses 
and related expenditure reductions are readily available. 

o As this emergency progresses through the next several months and the 
revenue estimates become more defined, additional expenditure 
reductions may become necessary. 

 In summation, the proposed plan moving forward is to continue to update the 
range of revenue estimates until they converge on a credible figure. Once this 

figure is known, expenditure reductions necessary to approach that revenue 
estimate will be brought forth for discussion. If the revenue estimate 
approaches the moderate to worst-case scenario, then also included in the 
expenditure reduction discussion will be a discussion regarding the use of 

General Fund reserves. Presently, even under our worst-case scenario 
estimates with no additional expenditure reductions, which would not be our 
recommendation, the General Fund balance remains well in excess of the 50% 

required by our General Fund policy.  

 This emergency may result in the need for Council and the Administration to 
make difficult decisions and those decisions may require even more difficult 
actions; however, the history of strong financial management and sound fiscal 
policies will ensure that Dublin emerges from this COVID-19 emergency with its 

fiscal health and economic vitality in place while providing for the safety and 
security needs of our residents and employees.   

 In terms of next steps, he offered to research any additional information 
requested by Council. He will continue to refine revenue estimates and identify 
and calculate expenditure reductions for consideration. 

 As a result of this emergency, there are numerous topics that will require 
discussion and direction from Council. Some of those topics are identified on 
the slide shown and staff is seeking direction regarding the venue in which to 

address these topics – the Finance Committee or as a Work Session with all of 
Council. He offered to respond to any questions. 

 

Council Questions: 
Ms. Fox asked in regard to revenue projections of best/moderate/worst, would the 
worst case be about 15 percent? 

Mr. Stiffler stated that the worst-case estimate is about 23 percent reduction in 
revenue. 
Ms. Fox noted that COVID-19 could result in employees being off work due to illness. 

How does that figure into the projections? 
Mr. Stiffler responded that as a self-insured entity, health care costs are definitely a 
risk and the health care spending would need to be adjusted upward. 

Ms. Fox stated she would really like to see a five-year budget projection. If the 
recession is any indicator, things will likely not return to normal in a year or so. It is 
difficult to predict. 
Mr. Stiffler responded that staff can look into this as 2020 is better understood. 

He noted in response to the question about the hotel-motel tax collected year-to-date, 
it is $988,000. 
Vice Mayor De Rosa thanked him for this information. In regard to projecting ahead, it 

is difficult to project ahead for five years. However, perhaps taking the moderate 
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scenario and rolling that out three years would be helpful to help understand the 
impacts in following years.  
Mayor Amorose Groomes agreed that a combination of the best-case columns, a few in 
the middle and a few in the worst would make sense for this projection. 

Ms. Alutto agreed. She asked if there is a staff augmentation plan if needed. 
Mr. McDaniel responded that at this time, staff is faring well. His plan has been 
keeping Rec Center staff on the payroll, and doing cross training in case there is need 

to fill in other positions. The City has a lot of first responder positions, and there would 
be need to take a regional approach in such a situation. For other services, he believes 
there is adequate depth on the bench for the staff.  

Ms. Alutto asked if the City’s purchase of PPEs and other cleaning supplies for the 
COVID-19 are being tracked as well. 
Mr. Stiffler responded affirmatively. The City is also tracking lost revenues in case there 

are monies available for reimbursement in the future. The definitions for 
reimbursement categories are fairly narrow at this time. 
Mr. Reiner stated that if we do have a voice in this, he would encourage distribution of 

any available funds from the state or federal government on a per capita basis. 
Mr. McDaniel credited the Mayor for being engaged on several state and national 
legislative fronts in making the needs of cities, villages and townships aware to them. 

Mayor Amorose Groomes reported she will be testifying to the Economic Recovery 
Task Force. Her intent is to outline the federal dollars that are going into individual 
economies – not just reimbursement, but for the Payroll Protection Plan and incentive 

payments. It is important to know the entire picture of federal monies that have come 
to our city. Dublin is the number two economy in the Central Ohio region and there is 
a lot of work to be done in this advocacy. She will inform everyone of the schedule for 

her testimony. 
 
Mayor Amorose Groomes asked for input about how Council would like to proceed to 

address the issues identified by Mr. Stiffler. 
 
Mr. Peterson suggested that these issues permeate everything, so Council as a whole 
should receive the information at the same time and then make decisions. 

Ms. Fox agreed with Mr. Peterson about an entire Council approach to these. It would 
also be helpful to have a summary of revenues every two weeks to be shared in the 
City Manager update. This would help with preparation for any future discussions. 

Mr. Stiffler agreed to do so. 
 
Ms. Alutto noted there are some policy questions listed, and these would typically be 

discussed at the Finance Committee. Updates to revenues and expenditures should be 
reviewed by the entire Council. The policy questions should come to Finance 
Committee. 

Mr. Stiffler stated that policy questions include BYN grants, bed tax grants for 2020 
and 2021, DCVB and DAC funding. There are some other policy questions moving 
forward regarding the cost study and cost recovery that should be addressed at the 

Committee level. The tax budget is typically reviewed in May, but given the revenue 
situation, it may be delayed to August in order to have better information about 
revenues. A policy consideration would be whether emergency legislation would be 

allowed for this tax budget approval, given the current situation. 
Ms. Alutto stated that the BYN grants, bed tax grants, DCVB and DAC funding could all 
be discussed at an upcoming Finance Committee with recommendations coming back 

to Council. The other items should be discussed by the entire Council. 
Mr. McDaniel added that staff is recommending that the BYN grants and bed tax grants 
not be awarded at this time. Staff has a proposal from the DCVB about a restart 

program and would like to vet this with the Finance Committee, as they have a 
meeting tentatively set for Tuesday, May 5. The City may request emergency 
legislation for some funding assistance to DCVB, if Council supports this plan. The DAC 

is seeking some relief regarding use of their funding for the remainder of 2020. He 
would recommend taking these to the May 5 committee meeting. 
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Ms. Fox asked about the DAC need for funding. Could the Art in Public Places piece 
budgeted for next year be deferred? This would be an opportunity for alternate 
funding, if that is necessary.    
Mr. McDaniel responded that Mr. Guion has provided some options for consideration by 

Council. Staff has requested additional information to understand their budget gap. 
Ms. Fox agrees with Ms. Alutto that the items she identified be referred to Finance 
Committee. 

Ms. De Rosa agreed. 
Mr. Keeler and Mr. Reiner concurred. 
Mr. Reiner added that the bed tax grants and BYN grants should be delayed until later 

in the year. 
 
The Clerk and Ms. Burness reported there was no input was received from the public 

regarding the budget presentation. 
 
Mayor Amorose Groomes moved to refer the items related to the DAC and the DCVB to 

the Finance Committee. (The BYN and bed tax grants are already in the Committee’s 
purview.) (A decision regarding the next steps for the remainder of items on the slide 
was not made at this time.) 

Ms. Alutto seconded the motion. 
Vote on the motion: Ms. Alutto, yes; Mayor Amorose Groomes, yes; Mr. Keeler, yes; 
Vice Mayor De Rosa, yes; Ms. Fox, yes; Mr. Peterson, yes; Mr. Reiner, yes. 

  

 Chicken Coop – Zoning Restriction Discussion 

Mr. McDaniel stated that resident Helen Flood, 7535 Bellaire requested the potential of 

installing chicken coops on her property to raise chickens. Council had previously 
discussed this topic in 2015, and he is advancing this to Council for consideration and 
to determine how they want to handle this request. 

 
Ms. Husak stated that Council last considered this topic back in 2015. The only zoning 
district that allows the raising of farm-type animals is the Rural district and there are 

only a few in the City with that classification. Ms. Flood’s property is in an R-1, 
restricted residential zoning category and it lies east of Dublin Road in the Bellaire-
Limerick area. She has a large lot and her neighbors do not object, according to Ms. 

Flood. However, it is not a permitted use in this District. Staff has advised her of this 
and she requested that Council reconsider this issue. Staff has done research of 
adjacent municipalities and found only one that allows this on any zoning district other 

than Rural zoned lots of two acres. She is seeking Council input on referring to a 
committee, drafting a Code amendment, or other action. 
 

Mayor Amorose Groomes asked if Council would like to refer this to PZC. 
 
Mr. Peterson stated that the memo indicates that none of the surrounding suburbs 

inventoried would allow this on a property with this zoning category. 
Ms. Husak clarified that only Worthington allows this use on other than Rural zoned 
property.  

 
Vice Mayor De Rosa noted that in 2015, Council decided not to amend the Code to 
allow this. Is there any change since 2015 of which Council should be aware? 

Ms. Husak responded that in 2015, a resident housed chickens illegally in the City and 
it was identified by the Code Enforcement staff. It was resolved, and no one else has 
approached the City with a similar request since that time. 
Vice Mayor De Rosa noted that this use would have implications for the surrounding 

homeowners as well. 
Ms. Husak agreed, noting the questions would be in which zoning districts it would be 
allowed – not just the R-1. It would be a larger topic to be addressed citywide – not 

for one homeowner in one zoning district. 
Vice Mayor De Rosa noted that, given the current COVID-19 and financial issues facing 
the City, the timing of such a discussion may not be the best. 
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Mr. Keeler noted that when he read the memo and the benchmarking, there was not 
specificity about lot size noted. However, the cities of Columbus, Bexley and 
Worthington, as well as Franklin County allow chickens and chicken coops. 
Ms. Husak stated that staff was first seeking direction from Council about their desire 

to consider this request further. Staff would then provide more comprehensive 
information going forward for any review. Franklin County has a point system and is 
dependent upon the lot size for number of hens allowed. They do not allow roosters.  

If Council were to refer this to a committee or to PZC, all of that information would be 
included. 
Mr. Keeler stated that the resident has likely observed other communities allowing this, 

and may not be aware of the nuances. He is open to the conversation, but agrees that 
now is not the best time, given the number of critical items on Council’s plate. Ms. 
Flood did point out some sensible requirements that would need to be met, and the no 

rooster rule is universally accepted.  
Ms. Alutto stated that she, too, is open to the conversation but agreed that now is not 
the time to review this. She would advocate having PZC discuss the pros and cons of 

such a Code change and what the reasonable requirements would be for this. 
Mr. Keeler added that another important consideration is deed restrictions in 
neighborhoods. These may very well prohibit keeping of farm animals. 

 
Mayor Amorose Groomes summarized that Council may want to have discussion of this 
matter in the future, but not at this time, and that PZC or CSAC could be a good venue 

for such a discussion. 
Ms. Fox commented that she would prefer any discussion be held at CSAC, given the 
workload of PZC. 

 
Mr. McDaniel stated that he will communicate Council’s input to Ms. Flood. 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 Future Event Considerations/Summer 2020 

Mr. McDaniel noted he provided a memo from Mr. Earman and Ms. LeRoy regarding 

the status of upcoming major events.  

 Staff has been working closely with Lt. Col. Ret. Jeff Noble regarding the 
Memorial Day observance. It has been agreed that the procession will not take 
place, nor the same public ceremony at the cemetery. What is proposed is to 
have a videotape of a ceremony to be shared with the public and encouraging 

residents to observe Memorial Day at their homes. The luncheon would not be 
held this year. 

 Regarding Independence Day, the decision has not been made at this time. 
Conversations about the Independence Day events are being held regionally. A 
decision is needed by May 15. He asked Council members to share any input. 
Staff has also identified some innovative ideas for celebrating Independence 

Day without large gatherings. 

 In regard to the Dublin Irish Festival that attracts 100,000 people, a decision 
will need to be made by June 1 in order not to incur costs that cannot be 
recovered. Some sponsors have already agreed to roll over to 2021. Some 
entertainers are not certain if they will be able to travel. 

 In regard to the Memorial Tournament, it has been rescheduled to July 13-19. 
He has worked with Dan Sullivan on this, and a working group has been 
established that includes Franklin County Public Health. There are challenges to 

overcome to operate it within the parameters required. 
He summarized that there are challenges in making these decisions and many people 
are working together on the issues.  

 
Mayor Amorose Groomes is aware that the DCVB is doing great work on events that 
can be done in the City under social distancing parameters. Perhaps someone can offer 

some ideas to observe Memorial Day at home and share that messaging with 
residents. 
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Mayor Amorose Groomes would like to wait until closer to the deadlines to make these 
decisions, if possible.  
It was the consensus of Council to take that approach. 

 
Ms. Fox noted that there is opportunity for creative suggestions for unique and unusual 
ways to observe the Independence Day holiday. She suggests that ideas from around 

the country be considered that would lift the community spirit. 
Ms. LeRoy noted they are working collaboratively on creative options for celebration. 
 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Planning & Zoning Commission: Ms. Fox reported their first virtual meeting will take 
place on Thursday, April 30. 

Administrative Committee: Vice Mayor De Rosa reported that the Committee held a 
virtual committee meeting on April 22 to discuss healthcare and benefits and for an 
update on the Dublin 2035 Framework. In regard to the City’s health and benefits, Ms. 

Miglietti and Mr. Stiffler led the discussion about health benefits and costs, the history 
of the design of the health benefits program, current state of the program, the costs 
structures, the cost savings programs implemented, and updated budget forecasts for 

2020.  The Administrative Committee will meet again on May 4 to continue those 
conversations about the rising costs of healthcare and any opportunities to consider for 
managing them. They will bring back action items to Council. She noted the following: 

 One of the reasons for this committee review was that during the 2020 annual 
operating budget review, significant anticipated growth in the healthcare 
budget for 2020 was noted. The 2020 budget as it currently exists for 

healthcare and benefits is about $9 million, representing a 16 percent increase 
over 2019 budget. There is good news to share – although the costs are still 
projected to increase, a revised healthcare budget was presented of 6.6 

percent increase over 2019.  

 The one cost area that has caused the largest increase in past years is the stop 
loss coverage. The committee will discuss this next week. 

 Innovative things are underway in the healthcare program, such as Tele-
Health. It is a timely thing to review the health program. There is a full slide 

deck in Boardpaq with all of the details for anyone who would like to review the 
information presented to the committee.  

She summarized that the committee will bring back action items after their next 

meeting. 

The second item discussed was the Dublin 2035 Framework for long-term planning, 
specifically on land use, economics, infrastructure and quality of life. In terms of 

beginning this work, the committee discussed potentially breaking this large topic into 
working groups along these lines with a Council liaison to each group.  It is also time 
for the Dublin Community Plan update, and it is important to integrate this work with 

the Plan Update. She is seeking input from Council about their desire to create working 
groups as described. 
Ms. Fox stated she supports the idea of segmenting into these categories, but it must 

be hand in hand with the update of the Community Plan. Now is an optimal time to 
look at this – how we can position Dublin to be ready for any challenge or 
opportunities that present themselves.  

Vice Mayor De Rosa summarized that she will contact each of the members about their 
area of interest. 
 

Finance Committee:  Ms. Alutto stated that the Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 
5 at 5:30 p.m. through a virtual platform. 
 

Public Services Committee: Ms. Fox reported that the Committee will meet on Monday, 
May 4 at 3 p.m. through a virtual platform. 
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Friendship Committee: Ms. Alutto noted that the Committee is on hiatus, as previously 
reported, for some retooling and they are working with staff. They will bring a report 
back to Council in the near future. 

 
MORPC: Mayor Amorose Groomes reported that they have been very involved with the 
legislative issues. Draft letters to be sent to the legislature were prepared today on 

behalf of all the MORPC membership. These relate to funding around covering costs 
and recovery. They will be shared via e-mail. 
   

Dublin Arts Council: Mr. Reiner reported that the Sundays at Scioto concerts have been 
cancelled for the summer. Budget discussions will be held in the coming weeks as 
discussed tonight. 

 
Dublin Bridges: Ms. Fox reported they have been extremely busy and doing great 
things.  

 
Veterans Committee: Mr. Reiner noted that the Memorial Day luncheon has been 
cancelled, but some type of scaled-down program will be held and videotaped. 

 
Complete Count Committee:  Ms. Alutto reported that they continue to meet virtually. 
Residents in areas with lower response rates are being encouraged to participate in the 

census and other outreach efforts are underway. Funding from federal agencies is 
distributed on the basis of the census, so it is important to encourage everyone to 
participate. 

 
COUNCIL ROUNDTABLE 

Ms. Fox commented: 

1. She has been in discussion with Mr. Dring about the re-start. Noted that 
Council talked previously about legislation that would create a Designated 
Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA). Some other municipalities have done so. 
During this time, it might be a temporary option to enable carryout of alcoholic 

beverages to outside tables and boost revenues for restaurants. 
Mayor Amorose Groomes suggested that Mr. McDaniel and Ms. Readler could look into 
this possibility. 

Mr. Reiner added that Marysville has been doing this. He would support considering 
this for the Historic District and Bridge Park. 
Mr. McDaniel pointed out there would be a balancing issue between providing 

additional seating capacity into the streets versus being an attraction that would draw 
a large crowd. There are some considerations to be discussed. 
Ms. Fox stated that perhaps a conditional use could be granted for a temporary period 

to help the restaurants until they can be completely open again. 
Mayor Amorose Groomes suggested that Planning and Legal could research this 
matter. 

 
Mr. Keeler: 

1. Noted that the re-start plan assembled by Mr. Dring includes certain 

timeframes. What kind of influence at the state does the City have in terms of 
“moving the ball” on specific timeframes? He is beginning to hear from 
residents who would like to influence the decisions. What is the best way to 

have our voices heard to help the local businesses? 
Mayor Amorose Groomes responded that the Ohio Department of Health will make 
those determinations, and she is certain they are trying to balance the risks with the 

benefits of opening these businesses. She is not aware that the City has expertise 
aside from the economic aspects of the closure. Dublin does desire to be innovative 
and involved in the economic recovery, so thought and consideration is warranted. 

Mr. Keeler asked about the source of Mr. Dring’s timeframes. 
Mr. McDaniel responded that he suggested the Finance Committee could discuss the 
proposal more thoroughly with Mr. Dring. 
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2. Commented in follow-up to the report that an individual was cutting down trees 
in the Red Trabue Reserve. Is there an update? 

Mr. McDaniel responded that his understanding from staff is that a resident was 
clearing some invasive species in that area. He is awaiting further information before 

responding to Council. 
 
Mr. Reiner: Noted in regard to the chicken coops, there are now mobile cages that 

reduce the nuisance factor for these. There are other ways to mitigate some of the 
issues experienced with the chicken coops.  
 

Mr. Peterson: 
1. Thanked City staff for their hard work during this extraordinary time. They 

have absorbed the work to handle these challenges and have done this in a 

way that the community should be extremely proud of!  He is also proud of 
the response of the community to protecting everyone’s safety. 

2. Noted that the Mayor’s role is a challenging one and especially in these 

circumstances. He is aware of the many meetings she has been involved 
with and the time this requires. He is very grateful for her leadership 
throughout! 

 
Vice Mayor De Rosa: 

1. Echoed the comments about the hard work of staff, noting the efforts of Mr. 

Stiffler with his presentation tonight! This was yeoman’s work in a short period 
of time and established a framework for Council going forward. 

2. Noted a quick thanks to the residents who have supported and encouraged 

each other with a smile and positive comments throughout this challenging 
time. Thanks to those who have had the opportunity to cross the new 
pedestrian bridge and who have worn their masks!   

3. Wished a Happy Birthday to Mr. Peterson (April 25), and a Happy Birthday to 
Ms. Fox on April 28!  
 

Mayor Amorose Groomes commented that this is a very hard time and people are 

struggling for many different reasons. Some struggle with what they consider a 
choking of their freedoms; others want fewer and fewer freedoms in exchange for 
feeling more safe. It is a hard place to be and our community is living in that space 

with grace and compassion. We are in this together! The positive of this situation is 
that people are spending time with their loved ones and taking the opportunity to 
explore their community!   

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 
 

 
______________________________________ 
Mayor – Presiding Officer 

 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Clerk of Council 
 


