
 
 
 

To: 
From: 

Members of Community Development Committee   
Dana L. McDaniel, City Manager  

Initiated by:  Jennifer M. Rauch, AICP, Director of Planning  
Date: March 16, 2021 

 Re: Request for Chickens in a Residential District  
 
Summary 
During the April 27, 2020 meeting, City Council considered a resident’s request at 7535 Bellaire 
Avenue to allow backyard chicken coops.  The resident requested Council consider a change to 
the Zoning Code to allow chickens to be kept in certain residential zoning districts (see 
attached). City Council discussed the topic and requested the topic be discussed at a later date 
by another Council appointed group or committee.   
 
Background 
At the May 18, 2015, City Council meeting, Dublin residents requested City Council revise the 
Zoning Code to permit chickens in residential areas. City Council requested staff research other 
communities’ approaches to addressing this increasingly popular trend of keeping chickens in 
urban areas and provide Council with options for potential changes to the Zoning Code. At the 
July 1, 2015 City Council meeting, Council members discussed the follow-up information 
provided by staff. After a short discussion Council decided not to move forward with an 
amendment to the Zoning Code to allow chickens in any residential zoning districts. 
 
Current Code  
The City of Dublin Zoning Code permits Agriculture (including farming, dairying, pasturage, 
horticulture, floriculture, viticulture, and animal and poultry husbandry). Chicken keeping is 
categorized as poultry husbandry and would therefore be permitted in the Rural zoning district.  
The Rural zoning district requires 40,000-square-foot lots that are 150 feet wide. There are few 
residential lots in the City zoned Rural (three are along Hyland-Croy Road, including the 
remaining undeveloped land from the Riviera Country Club, one is located along Manley Road 
and one along Brock Road). Some scattered school and church sites within the City are also 
zoned Rural, as well as undeveloped land in the southwest area. No other zoning district in the 
City permits any type of agricultural use.  
 
Additionally, there are properties within the City of Dublin with non-conforming uses that would 
have been permitted under the previous zoning district. There are a handful of examples where 
residential properties owners are permitted to keep livestock, based on the prior zoning district 
allowances.  Any amendments considered or adopted would not alter the status of these 
existing, non-conforming properties.  
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Benchmark Research 
Staff conducted local and national research to determine the different regulations in place. 
Locally, Franklin County, the City of Columbus, Worthington, and Bexley allow chickens in 
residential districts with varying rules and regulations as to number of chickens and location of 
coups.  
 
Similar to Dublin, nearby communities such as Hilliard, Pickerington, Westerville, New Albany 
and Orange Township only allow the keeping of chickens in agricultural or rural zoning districts, 
with a minimum lot size between three and five acres. Few lots in these municipalities are 
zoned rural or of the required size. Grove City and Shawnee Hills do not allow chickens in their 
communities.  
 
Options 
1. Keep Current Regulations 

Few residential properties within the City of Dublin are zoned Rural and this option will align 
with a majority of nearby communities.  

 
2. Code Amendment to Permit Chickens in Residential Districts  

Appropriate development standards could be adopted addressing required lot size, the 
permitted number of chickens, the prohibition of roosters, the location of coops and fencing, 
and maintenance of the area where the chickens are kept (and prohibiting slaughtering of 
chickens). Code amendments will also need to address the numerous neighborhoods within 
the City that are regulated under individual PUD texts. Ongoing code enforcement will be 
required to ensure that all development restrictions are met. Individual HOA rules may not 
align with a Code amendment. 
 

3. Code Amendment to Require a Special Permit to keep Chickens 
Board of Zoning Appeals review and approval is required for special permits and could 
include keeping chickens on residential properties. The Code amendment would need to 
address review criteria for this type of special permit as well as appropriate development 
standards similar to those provided for in 2, above.  

 
Recommendation 
Staff requests guidance from the Community Development Committee regarding the proposed 
options.  
 

 

 















From: Contact Council <no-reply@wufoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 9:17 AM 
To: Anne Clarke <aclarke@dublin.oh.us>; Judy Beal <jbeal@dublin.oh.us>; Jennifer Delgado 
<jdelgado@dublin.oh.us>; Dana McDaniel <dmcdaniel@dublin.oh.us>; Candace Jones 
<cjones@dublin.oh.us>; Nick Plouck <NPlouck@dublin.oh.us>; Homer Rogers <hrogers@dublin.oh.us> 
Subject: Contact Dublin City Council [#925] 

  

Name *  Ellen Flood  

Email *  ellenflood7@gmail.com  

Address *   

7535 Bellaire Ave.  

Dublin, Ohio 43017  

United States  

Phone Number *  (614) 946-2265  

Subject *  Chicken Coop 

Comments *  Hello, 

 

I live in a 'Restricted Residential' area and we have 2 acres 

surrounded by trees. I am aware that in 2015 there was a 

request to allow backyard chicken coops and it was denied. 

However, the president has changed in that other local 

governments have recently changed their codes to allow 

backyard chicken coops under certain conditions. I am 

wanting to propose a change to the code and wondering what 

my next steps should be. 

 

With thanks, 

 

Ellen 
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