
GETTING STARTED

• The presentation will start soon

• You may not hear sound until the 
meeting begins

SUBMITTING QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

• To make a comment or ask a 

question during the meeting – click 

the hand icon in bottom right

• Questions and comments will be 

addressed at the end of presentation 

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING

WE WILL BE WITH YOU SOON!



DESIGNATED OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREA (DORA)
VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING

MARCH 3, 2021



AGENDA

• Ground Rules & How to Participate

• DORA Background & Research

• Proposed Hours, Boundaries & 

Timeline

• Safety & Security 

• FAQs

• Questions & Comments

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING



GROUND RULES

• This meeting is being streamed live and recorded; all comments 
are public record.

• Questions will be answered at the end of the presentation.

• Please keep comments/concerns relevant to the proposal and as 
specific as possible.

• When making comments, please keep them respectful. 
Demeaning, derogatory, or inflammatory comments will not be 
responded to. 

• There may be instances in which we will respond to questions 
vial email following the meeting if there is not adequate time to 
answer or if information must be gathered to respond.

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING



• To make a comment or 

ask a question during the 

meeting – click the hand 

icon in bottom right   

(Click “participants”)

• Questions and comments 

will be addressed at the 

end of presentation 

• DublinOhioUSA.gov/DORA

SUBMITTING QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS



DUBLIN DORA PROPOSAL
ALISON LEROY, COMMUNITY EVENTS DIRECTOR



• Established in 2015 by State of Ohio

• DORA - adults 21+ can walk around with alcoholic beverages 

served by a bar/restaurant in the area

• Visit Dublin and Crawford Hoying approached the City

• The Downtown Dublin Strategic Alliance supported the 

initiative

Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA)



• In Summer of 2020, Council considered implementation

• July 2020 Survey  - 4,000 Survey respondents

Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA)

• Because of timing and 

COVID-19 uncertainties, 

Council asked staff to 

review and bring back to 

council in early 2021



• Goal is to enhance the outdoor dining 

and entertainment experiences while 

encouraging more business for 

participating restaurants and retail 

establishments in the area.

• No more than two (2) DORAs are 

permitted in a city of 35 - 50,000

• City Council sets days, hours and 

boundaries

Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA)



• Beverages must be sold in designated 

cups

• Alcohol must be sold by one of the 

permitted establishments in the area

• Beverages cannot be taken from one 

restaurant to another

• Beverages can be taken into retail 

establishments if allowed by owner

Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA)

(Example) 



DORA – Surrounding Communities

Event Only
• Marysville
• Worthington

Weekend Hours
• Powell
• Delaware

Each day of the Week
• Gahanna
• Grove City 
• Hilliard



May – August 2021

• Proposed Hours

• Thursday, Friday & Saturday

• 5 p.m. – 10 p.m.

• Special Events (must be approved by Council)

DORA – Proposed Pilot Project Hours 



DORA 
Proposed 
Pilot 
Boundaries

Bridge Park

Historic Dublin



Historic Dublin
Proposed Boundaries



Historic Dublin - South
Proposed Boundaries



Historic Dublin - North
Proposed Boundaries



Bridge Park
Proposed Boundaries



Timeline:

Public Meeting March 3

Report to Council March 8

Formal application to City Council March 10

Council’s Approval of a Resolution April 26
(2 weeks of advertised notices required between application/resolution)

Implementation May
(exact date tbd based on State issuing)

Council review success of pilot August 30

DORA – Proposed Pilot Project Implementation



DORA SAFETY & SECURITY

CHIEF JUSTIN PAEZ

LT. GREG LATTANZI

DUBLIN POLICE DEPARTMENT



Safety and Security

• #1 goal has been and will continue to be 
PROVIDING A HIGH LEVEL OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE AND SAFETY IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE COMMUNITY! 

• In 2020, DPD added a 6th district to 
specifically focus on Bridge Park and Old 
Dublin

o Focus on high visibility, public interaction and 
education



Safety and Security (continued)

• Law Enforcement research from other jurisdictions 
with DORA’s

• No significant increase in police calls for service

• Safety and Security FAQ’s

• Noise

• Boundaries

• Underage Consumption or Over serving alcohol 

• Evaluation and Feedback 



DORA FAQs
ALISON LEROY, COMMUNITY EVENTS DIRECTOR



Q: Can I bring my own alcohol to a DORA?

A: No, It must be purchased at one of the establishments in the DORA

Q: How will I know the limits of the DORA?

A: Signs will be in place at each of the boundaries

Q: How does COVID-19 impact this pilot?

A: Social distancing, increased sanitization measures and mask 
requirements will likely still be in place. The DORA can allow increased 
outdoor experiences, dining options

DORA FAQ



Q: Will restaurants set up outside bars in the DORA area?

A: Bars and restaurants are only able to sell in the area covered by their permit

Q: Is there a no panhandler policy?

A: No, panhandling is a form of free speech protected by the First Amendment

Q: Who will be in charge of trash removal?

A: Crawford Hoying maintains Bridge Park, City will maintain Historic Dublin

Q: How are extra security, trash maintenance, etc. being paid for?

A: At this time with the pilot, City will fund but have a potential plan if the 
DORA becomes permanent to retain a percentage of cup price

DORA FAQ



Q. Have establishments in other DORAs had positive results?

A: We have received positive feedback from other communities and 
businesses but have not found formal studies

Q. Could the speed limit on Riverside Drive be reduced?

A: In Ohio, speed limits are set by the State however, once Riverside 
Crossing Park opens and development density increases, the speed can 
be studied again

Q. Can the City create a reserved space for rideshare pickup in the area?

A: Spaces already exist at these locations: Longshore Street, 

Banker Drive, N. High Street

DORA FAQ



Questions? 

City Staff Present

• Dana McDaniel City Manager
• Megan O’Callaghan Deputy City Manager/Chief Finance and 

Development Officer
• Jennifer Readler City Attorney
• Justin Paez Chief of Police
• Greg Lattanzi Police Lieutenant
• Matt Earman Director of Parks and Recreation
• Colleen Gilger Director of Economic Development
• Jenny Rauch Director of Planning
• Jeannie Willis Engineering Manager



SUBMITTING QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS



Questions?



CITY WEBSITE (dublinohiousa.gov/DORA)

• Recording of this meeting

• Presentation

• Comment priot to March 7

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – live and on demand 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT

https://dublinohiousa.gov/us33-sr161-post-road-interchange-virtual-meeting/

