
 
 

 
 
 

To: Members of Dublin City Council 
    From: Dana L. McDaniel, City Manager 

Date: January 25, 2022 
Initiated By: Robert E. Ranc, Jr., Deputy City Manager/Chief Operating Officer  

Paul A. Hammersmith, P.E., Director of Engineering/City Engineer 
Brian D. Gable, P.E., Deputy Director of Engineering – Design & Construction 

  Kenneth B. Richardson, P.E., P.S, Senior Civil Engineer 
               Re: Franklin Street (South) Improvements – Waterford Drive to Sells Alley 

Public Information Meeting Summary and Survey Results 
 
BACKGROUND 
Staff has initiated design for the proposed Franklin Street (South) Improvements project (Waterford 
Drive to Sells Alley) as approved in the 2021-2025 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and identified 
as Project No. ET181.  A public information meeting was held by staff on December 1, 2021, from 
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm at the Dublin City Council Chambers to inform the Franklin Street residents about 
the overall project, share potential roadway improvement concepts, receive feedback from the 
residents, and answer any questions.  Additionally, residents were informed the City of Dublin is 
currently coordinating the burial of all aerial (overhead) utilities along Franklin Street.  This planned 
utility work provides for the elimination of aerial utilities along South High Street and the burial of the 
existing local aerial utilities on Franklin Street. Previously, Franklin Street was programmed for street 
maintenance to include a new asphalt surface. Within the past few years, there were resident 
requests for the addition of sidewalks along the street. In order to coordinate the roadway work with 
the utility removal and burial, funds were programmed for both in the CIP beginning with design in 
2021 and construction in 2022. 
 
Prior to the public meeting, a resident-led survey of Franklin Street residents was performed, with the 
results compiled on October 20, 2021 and provided to staff thereafter (see attached). 
 
PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 
 
The meeting was well attended with 16 participants, which included 14 residents from 12 households 
along Franklin Street. The sign-in sheet is attached for reference. Staff provided a presentation (see 
attached) with an agenda that included a project overview, utility burial overview, project timelines, 
and neighborhood feedback. The project overview presented the proposed improvements for Franklin 
Street, which include the following: 
 

 Reconstruction of existing pavement along with replacement of the curb and gutter 
 Addition of 4 foot sidewalks with 6 foot tree lawns on both sides of the street 
 Narrowing of Franklin Street north of John Wright Lane to Sells Alley to provide space for 

sidewalks within the existing right-of-way  
 Burial of all aerial utilities to include both electric and telecommunication lines 
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The attendees provided positive comments on improving Franklin Street. The discussion and 
questions focused on the proposed street width, the inclusion of sidewalks and whether they should 
be on both sides of the street, safety concerns with speed and the intersection sight distance at Sells 
Alley, the location of on-street parking, and preservation of existing trees. 
 
As indicated at the meeting, a comment form/survey (see attached) would be sent to all Franklin 
Street property owners/addresses seeking resident feedback and preferences regarding sidewalks, 
on-street parking, burial  of overhead utility lines, and property specific preservation of existing trees. 
The survey was mailed on December 2, 2021 to 25 addresses with an indication that selections must 
be postmarked by December 31, 2021. 
 
SURVEY RESULTS 
 
The response to the City survey was excellent, with 20 comment forms returned.  With regard to 
constructing sidewalks on Franklin Street, the City survey indicated eight (8) residents support 
constructing sidewalks on both sides of the street, two (2) support sidewalk on the east side of the 
street, two (2) have no preference, and eight (8) do not want a sidewalks. Two (2) residents 
requested brick sidewalks in lieu of concrete sidewalks. The resident-led survey indicated 22 percent 
of the 18 respondents preferred sidewalks on both sides of the street and 50 percent preferred 
sidewalks on only one side.  
 
Responses to the City survey question of allowing on-street parking were as follows:  eight (8) want 
on-street parking on both sides of the roadway, six (6) want on-street parking on one side of the 
street, three (3) have no preference, and three (3) do not want on-street parking. 
 
Responses to the City survey question regarding burial of overhead utility lines were as follows: 15 
prefer the burial of overhead lines, three (3) do not prefer the burial of overhead lines, and two (2) 
do not have a preference.  Removing overhead utilities will require ground mounted transformers and 
utility pedestals.  Staff is currently working with utility providers to determine easement locations for 
the ground mounted utilities.  Some residents requested specific trees be saved.  Staff will address 
these specific requests and determine specific tree impacts as design continues, and all efforts will be 
made to preserve mature trees where possible. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The overall feedback from the public information meeting and the returned surveys was positive with 
resident support for the proposed improvements to Franklin Street.  Although the City survey results 
are nearly even, staff recommends constructing 4-foot wide sidewalks on both sides of Franklin 
Street.  The staff recommendation is consistent with City standards and past placement of sidewalks 
on both sides of the streets reconstructed in the Mid-Century neighborhood in 2017 and the planned 
future improvements to Cara Court.  Staff intends to seek City Council support of this 
recommendation at the February 14, 2022 Council meeting. 
 
Staff also recommends on-street parking remain on both sides of Franklin Street north of John Wright 
Lane and modified to one side of Franklin Street south of John Wright Lane after the completion of 
the improvements.  
 
 



Sign In Sheet 
 

Franklin Street Improvements 
Public Meeting 

 

December 1, 2021 
 

 

 
  Name     Address      Phone Number            E-Mail Address 
 

Hal Mueller      141 Franklin St.    336-403-5177 mueller_hal@yahoo.com 

Ken Bitter      104EL Dexter Ct., Powell 614-902-3041 kcbitter77@gmail.com 

Amy Hall     123 Franklin St.    614-312-5155 cuckoolady29@hotmail.com  

Sue Wines     100 Franklin St.    614-395-2998 none provided 

Eric Pickering    126 Franklin St.    614-323-3742 none provided 

Gerald & Diana Tout   172 Franklin St.   614-354-4900 dianatout24@gmail.com 

Janet Wages     86 Franklin St.    510-520-9428 vivaloswages@yahoo.com 

Chris Miles     155 Franklin St.    614-893-0987 chrismiles55@yahoo.com 

Andrew Christensen   56 Franklin St.    614-526-8558 achristd@gmail.com 

Aaron Frank     85 Franklin St.    614-336-0699 ajfrank23@yahoo.com 

Marylou Szuter    80 Franklin St.    614-792-0697 mlszuter@gmail.com 

Alex Szuter     80 Franklin St.    614-792-0697 aszuter@gmail.com 

Mike Streng     75 Franklin St.    937-243-2213 mike@teamstreng.com  

Melanie Streng    75 Franklin St.    937-243-2213 teamstreng@gmail.com 

Jim Ramey     2564 Starford Dr.    614-743-0605 jeramey1@sbcglobal.net 

Shannon Crone    94 Franklin St.    586-246-3443 shannon.crone@yahoo.com 



Franklin Street Improvements
Public Meeting

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING

December 1, 2021



Agenda
1. Project Overview
2. Utility Burial Overview
3. Project Timelines
4. Neighborhood Feedback

FRANKLIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS



PROJECT OVERVIEW



• Reconstruction of Franklin Street from Sells Alley to 
Waterford Drive

• Potential improvements include:
• Reconstruction of the roadway
• Sidewalk & ADA Ramps
• Street trees

• Utility burial in related project prior to street 
improvement project

Project Rationale
• Address utility burial impacts
• Pedestrian enhancement requests
• Franklin Street scheduled for roadway maintenance 

PROJECT OVERVIEW



CURRENT ROADWAY



Current Roadway:
- 20-28 foot wide paved roadway
- No pedestrian walkway
- On-street parking on both sides
- Utility pole mounted street lights
- Inconsistent street trees

Proposed Roadway:
- 20-24 foot wide paved roadway
- Pedestrian sidewalk on both sides
- On-street parking on both sides
- Additional street trees at regular intervals

CURRENT AND PROPOSED ROADWAY COMPARISON



PROJECT OVERVIEW



PROJECT OVERVIEW



PROJECT OVERVIEW



UTILITY BURIAL OVERVIEW



• Relocate overhead utilities, both power 
and telecommunications to 
underground from Franklin Street to 
South High Street and from West 
Bridge Street to Waterford Drive

• AEP distribution to be relocated from 
South High Street to Franklin Street 
(underground)

UTILITY BURIAL OVERVIEW



UTILITY BURIAL OVERVIEW



UTILITY BURIAL OVERVIEW



PROJECT TIMELINES



ESTIMATED PROJECT TIMELINES

Utility Burial Project (Phase 1)
1. Today- Design on-going for Electrical & Communications 
2. March 2022 – Begin acquisition of easements
3. October 2022 – Complete acquisition of easements 
4. October 2022 – Begin Electrical & Communications burial work
5. June 2023 – Complete Electrical & Communications burial work

Franklin Street Improvements Project
1. Today – Design on-going
2. March 2023 – Begin construction
3. November 2023 – Complete construction



NEIGHBORHOOD FEEDBACK



Responses on comment cards
One survey response is allowed per household. All comments are welcome.
Project potential options:
1. Sidewalks: 

a. Add a sidewalk
b. Do not add a sidewalk
c. No preference     

2. Sidewalk location:
a. Sidewalk on both sides of the street
b. Sidewalk only on the east side of the street
c. Sidewalk only on the west side of the street

3. On-street parking:
a. Allow on-street parking to remain as is
b. Do not allow any on-street parking
c. Allow on-street parking on one side of the street
d. No preference 

4. Burial of overhead utility lines:
a. Bury overhead utility lines
b. Do not bury overhead utility lines
c. No preference 

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK!



• Comments & comment cards are 
due within 30 days (postmarked by 
December 31, 2021)
• Comments and survey results will 

be reviewed
• Watch for updated information on 

Dublin’s website.

WHAT’S NEXT?

DublinOhioUSA.gov/franklinstreet



If you have any further questions please contact either:
Brian Gable at 614.410.4641 or bgable@dublin.oh.us
Ken Richardson at 614.410.4631 or e-mail krichardson@dublin.oh.us

For updates:
DublinOhioUSA.gov/franklinstreet
Nextdoor.com 

Thank you for attending tonight’s meeting.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?



 

 

Franklin Street Improvements 
COMMENT FORM 

 

 

 
 
 

1. Please indicate your preference regarding sidewalks in your neighborhood.  
a. Add a sidewalk 
b. Do not add a sidewalk 
c. No preference       

2. If you selected option “a” in question 1, then please indicate your preference regarding the 
sidewalk location, otherwise skip to question 3. 

a. Sidewalk on both sides of the street 
b. Sidewalk only on the east side of the street 
c. Sidewalk only on the west side of the street 

3. Please indicate your preference regarding on-street parking 
a. Allow on-street parking to remain as is 
b. Do not allow any on-street parking 
c. Allow on-street parking on one side of the street 
d. No preference  

4. Please indicate your preference regarding the burial of overhead utility lines 
a. Bury overhead utility lines 
b. Do not bury overhead utility lines 
c. No preference  

5. Please describe below if you desire to have a specific tree preserved or replaced on your 
property adjacent to Franklin Street. 
 
 

 

Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Phone number: 
 
Email address: 
 

Your contact information will be used for selection preference purposes only. 
Selections must be postmarked by December 31, 2021.



 

If you wish to clarify your selection or have a comment on the above options please 
use the area below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Selections must be postmarked by December 31, 2021. 
 

Thank you!  

If you had a question that was not answered during the public meeting, let us know 
(remember to leave your contact information, so we can get back to you). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

ENGINEERING    6555 Shier Rings Rd     Dublin, Ohio 43016    phone  614.410.4740    dublinohiousa.gov 
 

December 2, 2021 

Subject:  Franklin Street Improvements – Waterford Drive to Sells Alley  
 
 
Dear Property Owner/Resident,  

The City of Dublin thanks all those who attended the public information meeting to discuss 
the proposed street improvements on Franklin Street between Waterford Drive and Sells 
Alley. 
During the meeting, residents requested several documents be provided to them. Below you 
will find the requested information:  

 Project website: 
o dublinohiousa.gov/franklinstreet 
o Public Meeting Presentation 
o Preliminary design plan view pdf 
o This Letter and corresponding survey 

 
 City Stealthstats website: 

o dublinohiousa.gov/dublin-police/trafficspeed-survey-results-by-stealthstats/ 
 
Attached, is the City of Dublin survey discussed during the public meeting. We request that 
all survey responses be postmarked no later than December 31, 2021. 

Again, the City of Dublin thanks all who attended the public meeting and your involvement 
in these improvements. Should you have any questions or desire additional information prior 
to the next meeting, please contact Project Manager Ken Richardson, PE, PS, directly at 
614.410.4631 or by email at krichardson@dublin.oh.us. 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Paul A. Hammersmith, PE 
Director of Engineering/City Engineer 



Resident Led Survey Results 
October 20, 2021 
18 respondents 
 
1) I would like to have sidewalks on BOTH SIDES of our street 
 
Yes – 22% 
No – 67% 
No Preference – 11% 
 
2) I would like to have sidewalks on ONLY ONE SIDE of our street 

 
Yes – 50% 
No – 39% 
No Preference – 11% 
 
3) I would like the city to bury the utility lines 
 
Yes – 96% 
No ‐ 0% 
No Preference – 4% 
 
4) I would like to have street lights (low voltage) on the street 
 
Yes – 56% 
No – 28% 
No Preference – 16% 
 
5) I would like the city to narrow Franklin Street north of John Wright Lane 
 
Yes – 44% 
No – 44% 
No Preference – 12% 
 
6) I would like to have traffic calming devices (ex. speed bumps) on our street 
 
Yes – 44% 
No – 39% 
No Preference – 17% 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
John Wright Lane should be one way next to camber of commerce 
 



Parking by LaChatelaine should be eliminated (creates dangerous intersection) 
 
Parking on ALL of Franklin Street should be eliminated or restricted to one side or restricted 
time frame (daytime only) 
 
Franklin Street needs to be consistently one width 
 
If lights installed they should be very dim or directionally focused down as not to increase light 
pollution to residences 
 
Substantial trees need to be replaced if removed due to sidewalk 
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Brian Gable

From: Alan Szuter <aszuter@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 8:27 AM
To: Paul Hammersmith; Ken Richardson; Brian Gable; Jane Fox; Robert Ranc
Cc: mlszuter@gmail.com
Subject: Franklin Street Design

⚠ 
This message is from an external source.  Please exercise caution when opening attachments or opening 
web links from external senders, especially if the message is unsolicited or unexpected.  If you feel this 
may be a phishing attempt, please report by using the Phish Alert Button. 

31 December 2021  
 
 
Mr. Paul A. Hammersmith, P.E.  
Director of Engineering/City Engineer  
City of Dublin  
6555 Shier Rings Rd.  
Dublin, OH 43017  

Mr. Hammersmith,  
 
Thank you for your presentation to Franklin Street residents on December 1st, 2021.  There obviously has 
been a significant amount of thought and effort put into the design work.   
 
We’d like to reiterate our perspective on the improvements.  First, on the issue of sidewalks:  Franklin Street 
was built in the late 1950’s, at a time when Dublin was much smaller. In fact, according to City of Dublin 
statistics, the population in 1960 was 552.  Fast forward to 2021, and the population is over 49,000, with a 
workday population far in excess of that.   
 
Sidewalks were unnecessary then, but are absolutely necessary now. In addition to the increasingly younger 
local residents with children, many from outside the Historic District come to enjoy the amenities, and walk 
throughout the District, including Franklin Street.  This is a City design objective- to make the Historic District a 
destination that will attract people from throughout the region. It’s been successful- we see many more people 
walking Franklin Street than we did 14 years ago, when we first moved here. 
 
Second, on the street design: This goes hand-in-hand with sidewalks.  If traffic on the street moved at much, 
much lower speeds, for example 10-15 mph, and there was less traffic, there’s probably little argument for 
sidewalks. While we strongly support the designs put forward for the narrower street, we don’t believe that 
goes far enough.  The City uses speed control design features on High Street, such as bumpouts, tight radius 
turns, and parking lanes. High Street is a through-traffic street with sidewalks both sides; why not use those on 
a residential street? In particular, when the traffic signal is installed at Franklin and Bridge, the need for an 
appropriate speed design will become critical.  
 
Franklin Street was designed almost 70 years ago. We have a once in a lifetime opportunity to get it right for 
the next half-century or more. Let’s make Franklin Street support the overall goals of the Historic District, which 
is to be a small scale, intimate, pedestrian friendly destination.   
 
Thank you for your consideration.   
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Sincerely,  
 

Alan and Mary Szuter 
80 Franklin Street 
Dublin, Ohio 43017 

cc  
Mr. Paul Hammersmith, P.E.  
Mr. Brian Gable, P.E.  
Mr. Richardson, P.E., P.S.  
Mr. Robert Ranc, Jr.  
Ms. Jane Fox 
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Brian Gable

From: Aaron Frank <ajfrank23@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 5:50 PM
To: Paul Hammersmith; Brian Gable
Cc: Robert Ranc; Ken Richardson; Jane Fox
Subject: Franklin Street Improvement Feedback
Attachments: Franklin St Dev Letter.pdf

⚠ 
This message is from an external source.  Please exercise caution when opening attachments or opening 
web links from external senders, especially if the message is unsolicited or unexpected.  If you feel this 
may be a phishing attempt, please report by using the Phish Alert Button. 

Paul, 
 
Thank you for the detailed and informative presentation on 1 December regarding the proposed 
improvements to Dublin's Historic District, including those to Franklin Street.  Since that meeting, I've 
reflected on what was presented and want to share a few additional thoughts regarding your 
proposal.   Please see attached for your consideration a document that attempts to capture these 
comments and suggestions that I believe are beneficial to the project.  Notionally, my family and I 
welcome the proposed improvements to the Historic District with a few opportunities to refine and 
polish the details.  Should you have questions or want to discuss further, please feel free to contact 
me directly. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Aaron 
 
Aaron Frank 
85 Franklin St. 
Dublin, OH 43017 
614-336-0699 
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Brian Gable

From: neil@neilmathias.com
Sent: Thursday, December 9, 2021 3:06 PM
To: Brian Gable
Subject: franklin St survey

⚠ 
This message is from an external source.  Please exercise caution when opening attachments or opening 
web links from external senders, especially if the message is unsolicited or unexpected.  If you feel this 
may be a phishing attempt, please report by using the Phish Alert Button. 

Brian, I hope you are well and thanks for your work on this project.     
 
I have filled out and sent in my survey responses for the Franklin street project.  I wanted to add something to my 
comments regarding parking which my wife and I were discussing after I already sealed the envelope.  I stated that our 
preference was to have parking limited to just one side of the street from John Wright to 161 where the street is wider, 
as the section south of john wright is only 20’ and too narrow.  What I would like to add is that, we would like to 
comment that we also think that there should not be any parking in the last narrow section of franklin just south of 161 
between the church park area and Le Chatelaine (also 20’ wide I believe).  When cars are parked there and traffic is 
coming both ways it can be very treacherous as the cars coming off 161 don’t realize how narrow it is with the parked 
cars.  You cannot fit 3 wide at a time.  With the parking available in the parking lot and on franklin just south of the 
entrance to the parking lot, it seems like there is enough parking without creating the potential for accidents in that 
small section.   
 
Please let me know if that makes sense and is able to be added to comments.   
 
Thanks 
 

Neil Mathias 
The Mathias Team | Cutler Real Estate 
614.580.1662 cell | Neil@NeilMathias.com 
www.RealEstateDublin.com | www.TheMathiasTeam.com 
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