
 

 
 
 

To: Members of Dublin City Council 
From: Dana L. McDaniel, City Manager 
Date: January 18, 2022 

Initiated By: Robert E. Ranc, Jr., Deputy City Manager/Chief Operating Officer 
Re: Request to Refer Waterways Maintenance Program, Composting and Recycling 

Programs, and Wildlife Mitigation Program to Community Services Advisory 
Commission 

 
Background 
At its January 11, 2022 meeting, the Community Services Advisory Commission (CSAC) discussed 
topics it would like to review and consider at future meetings.  CSAC is requesting to have the 
following programs and initiatives referred by City Council for its future review and consideration. 
 
Waterways Maintenance Program 
The Waterways Maintenance Program is a new initiative that was approved with the adoption of 
the 2022-2026 Capital Improvements Program. The mission of the Waterways Maintenance 
Program is to preserve and maintain the open watercourses within the City, preserving their storm 
water carrying capacity, addressing any critical items of maintenance, and protecting the 
environmental health of the waterways. This program will specifically focus on: 
 

• Ensuring Dublin’s waterways are kept clear of unnatural debris and other blockages. 
• Maintaining the conveyance capacity of open watercourses, especially in areas that have 

FEMA designated floodway and floodplain. 
• Reducing and eliminating illicit discharges into City waterways. 
• Protecting and improving the riparian habitat that is a part of the stream ecosystem. 
• Protecting and improving water quality within the waterways. 
• Providing a comprehensive program to address the issues identified during waterways 

inspections performed over the past several years. 
 
The City recently engaged EMH&T to assist staff in developing the Waterways Maintenance 
Program.  The scope of EMH&T’s work includes the following: 
 

• Review and analysis of the approximately 425 waterway inspection reports completed by 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District (FSWCD) over the past four years. 

• Document City-owned land/waterway easements and provide recommended channel 
maintenance activities. 

• An environmental review of riparian habitat/permitting. 
 
The total amount of the contract with EMH&T is $152,068, with the source of funds coming from 
funds appropriated to the 2021 and 2022 Waterways Maintenance Program.  The project is 
anticipated to be completed in the spring of 2022.  The first phase of waterway maintenance work 
will occur in 2022. Recommended work in subsequent years will be programmed in the 2023 – 
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2027 Capital Improvements Program.  CSAC will be able to provide a review of the program 
developed by EMH&T and provide any necessary feedback and recommendations to City Council. 
 
Composting and Recycling Programs 
 
Composting Program 
The City contracts with GoZero to provide composting service.  The program currently has 785 
registered participants, with new participants regularly taking advantage of the program.  In 2021, 
the City collected approximately 76 tons of composting (including pumpkins), which accounts for 1 
percent of the City’s current diversion rate.  The composting drop-off location is located at the 
City’s Service Center (6555 Shier Rings Road).  Staff is initiating an evaluation of providing either a 
more central location in the City, or additional locations to provide convenient access to compost 
drop-off sites for residents located throughout the City.  CSAC also requested to review a potential 
pilot project for curbside recycling throughout the City. 
 

 
Composting Drop-Off Site at City Service Center 

 
Recycling Programs 
In addition to the standard curbside recycling performed via the City’s contract with Rumpke, the 
City provides e-waste recycling.  Accurate IT Services provides the City’s e-waste recycling, and 
the drop-off location is located at the City Service Center.  Like the composting program, the e-
waste recycling program is popular, with approximately 24 tons of certified recycling collected 
annually.  Similar to the composting program, staff is initiating an evaluation of providing a central 
drop-off location in the City to provide better access to the program for residents located 
throughout the City. 
 
CSAC also requested to review a potential Styrofoam recycling program, which is not currently 
offered by the City. 
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Wildlife Mitigation Program 
The City maintains a vigorous nature education effort.  The City’s Nature Education Coordinator 
(Coordinator) works collaboratively with the Parks and Recreation Department, Police Department, 
Public Service Division, Recreation Services Division, community volunteers, and Dublin residents 
to provide a wide array of services.  Services provided by the Coordinator include nature education 
programs, wildlife information and mitigation, data monitoring, and the City’s contractual 
relationship with the Ohio Wildlife Center. 
 
The Coordinator is the City’s designated contact point for wildlife information, education, 
mitigation, animal nuisance calls, and sick or injured wildlife issues.  The Coordinator works closely 
with residential neighborhoods regarding questions or reports of wildlife issues.  In response to 
reports of wildlife issues, the Coordinator assesses residential safety and determines the need to 
either evict an animal or leave an animal in place.  The Coordinator also works with residents to 
provide additional information and education regarding reported wildlife issues. 
 
The Coordinator also manages the City’s Contractual affiliation with the Ohio Wildlife Center 
(OWC).  The OWC provides animal rescue services, education, wildlife rehabilitation, consulting 
and technical advice, and goose management on City-owned land.  CSAC has requested to review 
the City’s current wildlife mitigation efforts. 
 
Recommendation 
This information about the Waterways Maintenance Program, Composting and Recycling Programs, 
and Wildlife Mitigation Program is provided for City Council’s information.  Staff recommends 
Council refer these programs to CSAC for review and discussion about potential enhancements or 
improvements to the programs. 
 
 


	Office of the City Manager
	5555 Perimeter Drive • Dublin, OH 43017
	Memo
	Phone: 614.410.4400

