
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: Dublin City Council 
Dana McDaniel, City Manager 
Jenny Delgado, Clerk of Council 

FROM: Jennifer D. Readler, Law Director 
Jesse Shamp  

DATE: March 2, 2022 

RE: First Watch Restaurants Inc. DBA First Watch 26 – TREX Application for D1, D2, 
and D3 Permits 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The City of Dublin recently received a Notice to Legislative Authority (“Notice”) from the Ohio 
Division of Liquor Control (“Division”) regarding First Watch Restaurants Inc. DBA First Watch 
26 (“First Watch”).  Dublin received this Notice pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“ORC”) 4303.26 
because First Watch is applying for an Economic Development Transfer (“TREX transfer”) for 
D1, D2, and D3 permits, and the proposed location for the permit premises is located within the 
corporate limits of Dublin.  As such, Dublin may request a hearing regarding the advisability of 
the issuance, transfer of ownership, or transfer of location of the permits. 
  
II. BACKGROUND 

First Watch is a foreign corporation that is actively registered with the Ohio Secretary of State. 
The address designated for the permit premises is 6768 Perimeter Loop Road, Dublin, Ohio 43017, 
which is located just south of Perimeter Drive and east of Avery-Muirfield Dive.  First Watch is 
seeking to obtain a D1 permit which allows for the sale of beer only for on-premises consumption 
or in original sealed containers for carry out until 1:00am; a D2 permit which allows for the sale 
of wine and mixed beverages for on-premises consumption or in original sealed containers for 
carry out until 1:00 AM, and; a D3 permit which allows for the sale of spirituous liquor for on-
premises consumption only until 1:00 AM, through a TREX transfer.  A TREX transfer allows for 
the transfer of location, or the transfer of ownership and location, of a liquor permit from within a 
municipal corporation, or unincorporated area, to an economic development project located in 
another municipal corporation when certain criteria are met, including:  
 

1. The acquisition of another business’s liquor permit must be done pursuant to Ohio 
Administrative Code 4301:1-1-14. 
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2. The location where the permit is being transferred to must not have any available permits 
or must have a quota of permits available with applicants on the waiting list exceeding the 
number of openings. 
 

3. The City must sign Section B of the TREX form and provide a letter stating that it 
acknowledges the transfer will be to an Economic Development Project.  

 
The TREX transfer was developed through legislation to try to help those areas of the state that 
have an over-issuance of permits by TREX transferring them to another area of the state. 
  
D1 permits may only be issued to the owner or operator of a hotel, of a retail food establishment, 
or a food service operation licensed pursuant to ORC Chapter 3717, a club, an amusement park, a 
drugstore, a lunch stand, a boat, or a vessel.  Both D2 and D3 permits may only be issued to the 
owner or operator of a hotel, a retail food establishment, or a food service operation licensed 
pursuant to ORC Chapter 3717, a club, boat, or vessel.  First Watch will have to meet the ORC 
requirements in order to obtain the D1, D2, and D3 permits.  The Division, and not the City, holds 
the authority to determine if First Watch is the type of business eligible to receive the D1, D2, and 
D3 permits.   
 
The application is currently pending before the Division.  If approved, the D1, D2, and D3 permits 
will be transferred from LNS Restaurant II LLC (“LNS Restaurant”).  This corporation is actively 
registered with the Ohio Secretary of State. The permits will be transferred from a former Mikey’s 
Late Night Slice pizza restaurant on High Street in Columbus. 
 
According to the Division’s records, First Watch 26 does not have a history of violating Ohio 
liquor laws. 
 
III. RECOMMENDATION 
 
It appears unnecessary to request a hearing in this matter.  First Watch 26 does not have a history 
of liquor law violations. The City has provided the required documentation certifying that this 
project will have a positive impact on economic development in the City. The State will determine 
if First Watch meets the remaining eligibility requirements necessary to obtain D1, D2, and D3 
permits through a TREX transfer.  Regardless of whether the City of Dublin desires to request a 
hearing, the Notice must be signed and returned to the Ohio Division of Liquor Control no later 
than March 21, 2022. 
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Division of Liquor Control 

OL lO Department 6606 Tussing Road 
it of Commerce Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 

o~~~s~~~, or u~,~~~~ co~,~,~,i 614-644-3155 
www.com.ohio.gov/ligr 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (TREX) TRANSFER FORM 
Ohio Revised Code 4303.29 allows for the transfer of location or the transfer of ownership and location of a C-1, C-2, D-1, D-2, D-3, or D-5 permit from a 
municipal corporation or the unincorporated area of a township to an economic development project located in another municipal corporation or the 
unincorporated area of another townsh(p in which no additional permits of that class may be Issued to the applicant under the permit quota.However the 
transfer may occur oniy if the applicant notifies the municipal corporation or township to which the location of the permit will be transferred regarding the 
transfer and the municipal corporation or township acknowledges in Section B of this form OR In writing to the Division of Liquor Control,that the transfer will 
be to an economic development project. A permit may be transferred to a different owner at the same location,orto the same owner or a different owner at a 
different location in the same municipal corporation or in the unincorporated area of the sametownship. NOTE: The statute requires the applicant to provide 
the endorsement by the municipal corporation or township at the time the application for the transfer is filed with thedivision, therefore once SectionB is 
completed return this form to the applicant so they may attach this information to their transfer application. NO fee required. 

Seller -Current Permit Holder - (Individual, Corp., LLC or Partnership) Buyer -Prospective Permit Holder-(Individual, Corp., LLC or Partnership) 

LNS Restaurant II, LLC 457 N HIGH ST, COLUMBUS, Name: First Watch Restaurants Inc 
OH 43215 Address: 6768 Perimeter Loop Road, Dublin, 43017 

Permit Number: 52449420005 

Check Class of Permits Being TREX Transferred: 
C-1 ~ C-2 ❑C-2X ~ D-1 ~ D-2 ~ D-2X 0 D-3 ~ D-3A ~ D-3X ❑ p-5 ❑ D-6 

SECTION A: (To Be Completed by the Applicant) 

NOTE: Section A is for you to provide information to the local legislative authority (City, Village or Township Office) in which this Economic 
Development Project (TREX) will be located. In addition to the below information, you may be required to provide a projected earnings 
statement (brand new business), or a profit and loss statement (existing business), and a copy of building plans/drawings outlining any 
construction plans. The Division will also use this information to determine if you qualify and meet the criteria outlined under Section 
4303.29(B)(2)(b). 

1. The total amount invested in this project is $ 846,400.00 

2. The total number of jobs that will be created by this economic development project is 30 

3. Existing or Estimated Tax Revenue generated by this project is: 
Sales Tax $ 104,228.56 

(Type orprint on the lines provided the type of tax &amount, i.e., 
Sales Tax, Property Tax, UnemploymentTax,etc.) 

Property Tax $ 22,200.00 

On behalf of the applicant as indicated above I am signing below and certify' g hat all the i formati n prov' ed with thi ication is 
complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

Jay Wolszczak 

Print or Type Name ig tur 

1/21/2022 941-500-1968 Secretary/CLO 

Date Phone Number T~ 

SECTION B: The applicant must have this section completed by the City, Village or Township Office in which this Economic 
Development Project (TREX) will be located. This form must be returned to the applicant to accompany the transfer application. 

~~~ ~'n Based upon factors outlined above, th City Village or Township of hereby endorses and 
i ,Village or Tow ship Name) 

acknowled es t sfer ~agilr, Ve t~o,an economic eve o ment r r

V~~~~. 
Print or Ty~~e Name Signatures Mayo ,Legislative Office Holder or Law Director 

~ a ~~~-~5°~ -~a5~~ La ~t ~~~~ 
Date Phone Number Title (e.g., Mayor, Clerk, of Council, Fiscal Officer or Law Director) 

LIQ-18-0022 - DLC 4244 Revised 6/21/2019 



Restaurant / Night Club

Permit
Class Permit Fee Description

ORC 430313 Beer only for on premises consumption or in original sealed containers for carry out only until 1 00am
ORC 4303.14 Wine and mixed beverages for on premises consumption or in original sealed containers for carryout only until
1 ：00am.

D1 $376

D2 5504



D3 $750 QRC 4303.15 Spirituous i quor for on piemises cofisumption only until 1 ：00am
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