
 

Frost Brown Todd LLC 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

To: Dublin City Council 
Dana McDaniel, City Manger 
Jennifer Delgado, Clerk of Council 

From: Jennifer D. Readler, Law Director 
Jesse J. Shamp 

Date: July 19, 2022 

Re: First Watch Restaurants, Inc. DBA First Watch #1016’s Application for a New D5I 
Liquor Permit 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The City of Dublin recently received a Notice to Legislative Authority (“Notice”) from the Ohio 
Division of Liquor Control (the “Division”) concerning First Watch Restaurants, Inc. DBA First 
Watch #1016 (“First Watch”).  Dublin received this Notice pursuant to R.C. 4303.26 because First 
Watch applied for a new D5I permit and the proposed location for the permit premises is within 
the corporate limits of Dublin.  As such, Dublin may request a hearing regarding the advisability 
of the issuance, transfer of ownership, or transfer of location of the permit. 

II. BACKGROUND 

First Watch is a foreign corporation that is actively registered with the Ohio Secretary of State.  
The address designated for the permit premises is 6505 Dublin Center Drive, Dublin, Ohio 43017. 
First Watch is seeking a D5I1 liquor permit, which permits spirituous liquor for on premises 
consumption only, and beer, wine, and mixed beverages for on premises or off premises 
consumption in original sealed containers, until 2:30 am. A D5I permit is identical to a typical D5 
permit, but is for restaurants meeting certain criteria. 
 
First Watch must meet the following criteria for the State to issue it a D5I permit: 
 

(1) It is located in a municipal corporation or a township with a population of one hundred 
thousand or less.  
(2) It has inside seating capacity for at least one hundred forty persons.  
(3) It has at least four thousand square feet of floor area.  
(4) It offers full-course meals, appetizers, and sandwiches.  

                                                 
1 First Watch has also applied to the Division for a D6 permit at the same premises, but the Notice to the City did not 
include this permit class. 



(5) Its receipts from beer and liquor sales, excluding wine sales, do not exceed twenty-five 
per cent of its total gross receipts.  
(6) It has at least one of the following characteristics: 

(a) The value of its real and personal property exceeds seven hundred twenty-five 
thousand dollars.  
(b) It is located on property that is owned or leased by the state or a state agency, 
and its owner or operator has authorization from the state or the state agency that 
owns or leases the property to obtain a D-5i permit.  

 
The application is currently pending before the Division and the Division will determine whether 
or not First Watch meets the aforementioned requirements. According to the Division’s records, 
First Watch does not have a history of violating Ohio liquor permit laws. 

 
III. RECOMMENDATION 

It appears unnecessary to request a hearing in this matter. The First Watch entity applying for the 
D5I permit does not have a history of liquor law violations.  Regardless of whether Dublin desires 
to request a hearing, the Notice must be signed and returned to the Ohio Division of Liquor Control 
by August 5, 2022. 
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ORC 4303.16 Spirituous liquor for on premises consumption only, beet, wine and mixed beverages for on pfemises, or off 
premises in original sealed containers, until 2：30am.
QRC 4303 161 (Same as D비. Restaurant meeting certain criteria.
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