
COMMUNITY INCLUSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

August 17, 2022 MEETING MINUTES 
 

6:00 - 8:00 PM 
 
 

1. Call to Order 

Imran Malik called the August 17th, 2022 meeting of the Community Inclusion Advisory 
Committee to Order at 6:00 pm on August 17th, 2022, in person. 

Committee Members Present: Imran Malik (Chair), Niki Lombardo (Vice-Chair), Kristine 
Aldemir, Michael Haynes, Vineet Goel, Ming Yu, Peggy Kilty, Isao Shoji, Noor Amara 

Committee Members Absent: Erica Adams, Max Xu 

City Staff Present: Kirby Death, Rebecca Myers, Justin Paez, Mitchell Ament, Leah Dotson, 
Dana McDaniel 

 
2. Review Minutes 

Imran Malik motioned to approve the July 13th meeting minutes with amendments. The 
motion was unanimously approved. Michael Haynes abstained from voting as he was 
absent at the July 13th meeting.  

 
3. People Like Me Open House 

A Jay Pullen could not attend the August 17th meeting but may be back to speak with the 
Committee in the future. 

 

4. Pakistan and India Independence Days 

Questions/Comments 

Imran Malik complimented the Pakistan and India Independence Day events and 
commented about the number of people that attended and talked about the event, 
stressing that these gatherings were well received by the community. Niki Lombardo 
shared similar sentiments. 

Kristine Aldemir asked about the process behind organizing events of this kind.  

Rebecca Myers explained the City’s events process and highlighted the involvement of 
outside organizations involved in these events.  Both groups reached out to the City to 
request to light the Dublin Link Bridge and then worked with event staff for permitting and 
other necessities. The Indian Independence Day event did not need to obtain a permit 
because they had a community gathering around the bridge with no speakers. The City’s  
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Communication and Public Information Department advertised both events on the City’s 
social media.  

Peggy Kilty and Justin Paez both spoke about how Riverside Crossing Park is becoming a 
place for the community to celebrate uniqueness and culture while coming together as 
one. 

Rebecca Myers commented on the increased engagement with social media posts for both 
Pakistani Independence Day and Indian Independence Day, highlights the support from 
the community. 

Michael Haynes brought up the email chain discussion and asked about the process of 
deciding which events obtain bridge lighting and the City’s place in events.  

Dana McDaniel discussed what is appropriate and what the process to do this may be. 
Dana McDaniel stated it is difficult to incorporate everything into a schedule and needs the 
Committee to be the people to assist in the planning of events of this nature.  

Niki Lombardo stressed that the Committee can try to get in front of important cultural 
events, planning with diverse knowledge to assist City staff.  

Kristine Aldemir recommended modeling City guidelines off of similar state procedures. 

Noor Amara suggested researching similar frameworks may be helpful and allow the 
Committee to consult with staff as they may have more experience looking at what similar 
cities/committees have done in the past.  

Dana McDaniel explained current three-tried event system and Bridge Lighting Policy, 
stressing that the lighting of the Dublin Link is based off of the lighting schedule of the 
Empire State Building.  

Niki Lombardo, Vineet Goel, and Dana McDaniel spoke about the benefits of the 
permitting process. Permits allow for event notice, possible security presence, and for city 
staff to be properly prepared for an event in time for its fruition.  

 

5. Holidays and Events 

Questions/Comments 
 

Imran Malik stressed that a holiday event calendar can serve as one part of the solution to 
many of the concerns discussed. The CIAC needs to be strategic about this topic and 
needs to define city controlled and community events. Imran Malik requested the current 
policy the City uses to determine event status.  

 



COMMUNITY INCLUSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

August 17, 2022 MEETING MINUTES 
 

6:00 - 8:00 PM 
 

 

Kirby Dearth stated that the policy will be covered during the CIAC retreat. Kirby Dearth 
explained the current event categories and event types the City uses to analyze their 
involvement in events. 

Michael Haynes asked about what the qualifications for an event to be considered an 
event type. Kirby Dearth stressed that event types are not mutually exclusive.  

Noor Amara recommended reaching out to the community to see what events the 
Committee may be missing, suggests link to submit holidays before event calendar is 
created. 

Niki Lombardo stressed that this is what the Committee is trying to do and emphasizes 
that events can grow and evolve over the years, but the City needs a structure for this.  

Imran Malik agreed with Niki Lombardo stating that different levels of involvement by City 
staff and different levels of events need to be kept in mind when establishing an outline. 

Noor Amara questioned what the best way to tackle this topic is. Kris Aldemir suggested 
looking at federal holidays and building off of that list. Niki Lombardo stressed that there 
are many other holidays besides those that the Dublin community celebrates.  

Michael Haynes highlighted that understanding Dublin community is an important first 
step to deciding significance of events, but Committee must remain objective.  

Student representatives noted that Dublin City School Board is having similar 
conversations about which holidays to add to the school calendar, suggested that this 
could be helpful to the City in identifying important holidays to the community. 

Isao Shoji stated that there are many reasons why the Committee may want to do 
something and there are many reasons why they should not, reminding the Committee 
that national holidays and religion are very sensitive. Community pushback should be 
expected. Isao Shoji reminded everyone that the celebration of one day or one nation 
may be offensive to specific groups of people. 

Niki Lombardo observed that the Committee is bias to action as a group, but there may be 
times when the answer to a group wanting to use City space is appropriately no. She 
stressed that there needs to be guardrails and that as a group the CIAC can provide 
recommendations to staff on this front.  

Kristine Aldemir stressed that as a DEI committee The CIAC should be open to all. The 
Committee needs to watch this as we make these choices and focus on being more 
inclusive than exclusive.  

Dana McDaniel suggested that the Law Director speak about legality at the upcoming 
CIAC retreat.  
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Rebecca Myers requested the input of the Committee on the lighting of the bridge for 
Afghanistan Independence Day. She has been in conversation with the International 
Cultural Relief Association and they have provided her with information about their 
proposed event, which appears to be a community gather similar to the Indian 
Independence Day event.  

Dana McDaniel suggested that the City reacted too quickly with recent bridge lighting 
events and requests, stating that there is nothing wrong with politely declining because 
more research is necessary. Dana McDaniel emphasizes that the City still wants to 
accommodate groups as much as possible, but that it is okay to say no. 

Noor Amara agreed that this request was made too quickly and did not give City staff 
proper time to react. 

Dana McDaniel recommended voting on a recommendation to staff to defer requests for 
bridge lighting events until a new policy has been set up. 

Peggy Kilty disagreed with recommendations from Dana McDaniel as it does not 
accommodate the bridge lighting for the Afghani people. Isao Shoji agreed with Peggy’s 
sentiment, but agreed with the process recommended by Dana McDaniel.  

A student representative suggested providing the community with a written explanation of 
the denial of a request. Dana McDaniel stated that he will personally reach out and 
respectfully say no, due to the one day notice of the request.  

Niki Lombardo moved that staff go with the current bridge lighting proceedings until new 
policy is place.  

Michael moved to recommend to develop/amend city policy on bridge lighting and social 
media posts of community celebrations and pause accepting any net new events until 
policy is adopted without taking away proposed events by January 1st, 2023, or whichever 
comes first unless advised by the CIAC. 

Niki Lombardo withdrew her motion. 

Isao seconded the motion. Imran called a vote. The motion passed. 

 

6. CIAC Business Cards 

This agenda item was tabled till the Committee’s September meeting.  

 

7. Chief’s Advisory Updates 
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Isao shared updates about the Chief’s Advisory Committee. The CAC voted in support of 
the Safe Space Initiative. News was shared about the PRSA award for the City’s DEI 
Framework. The Tabletop exercise on school safety was a success. The Committee 
prepared for the Dublin Irish Festival with a discussion on weapons. A presentation on 
school safety was shared with the Committee. The next meeting later this month.  

 

8. New Business 

Kirby Dearth shared his transition to the City’s Department of Economic Development. At 
this time, Kirby Dearth will still serve as the liaison to this committee but involvement with 
the Committee still up in the air.  

The next Community Inclusion Advisory Committee meeting will be September 6th, 2022, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Director of Outreach and Engagement Christine Nardecchia will 
be in attendance to discuss her department’s involvement in the DEI Strategic Framework. 
The CIAC Retreat will occur on September 27th, 2022, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and will 
cover the involvement of Communication and Public Information and Events. The October 
CIAC meeting will occur on October 19th, 2022, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Committee recapped the events of the Dublin Irish Festival and July 4th. Dana 
McDaniel listed the Consuls and delegations that attended these events. Imran Malik 
discussed the dedication of the Peace Pole at the Irish Festival.  

Imran Malik introduced the idea of a September 11th Commemoration, emphasizing that it 
may be meaningful if the CIAC collaborated with another organization to recognize this 
day.  

Imran Malik discussed the back to school drive and thanked the Police Department for 
being there. Imran Malik also thanked the student representatives for their perspectives 
on the meeting’s agenda items.   

9. Adjourn 

NEXT MEETING: September 6th from 6 pm – 8pm  

        Respectfully Submitted, 

Leah Dotson, City Management Intern 


