
COMMUNITY INCLUSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MAY 11, 2022 MEETING MINUTES 
 

6:00 - 8:30 PM 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
Kirby Dearth, CIAC Liaison to the City of Dublin, called the May 11, 2022 meeting of the 
Community Inclusion Advisory Committee to order at 6:00 pm in person.  
 

2. Introduction of Members and Roll Call 
Committee Members Present: Imran Malik (Chair), Niki Lombardo (Vice), Max Xu, Isao 
Shoji, Kristine Aldemir, Michael Haynes, Noor Amara, Peggy Kilty, Vineet Goel 
 
Committee Members Absent: Erica Adams, Ming Yu 
 
City Staff Present: Kirby Dearth, Justin Paez, Rebecca Myers, Mayor Jane Fox, Jennifer 
Readler, Mitchell Ament 
 

3. Opening Remarks from Mayor Jane Fox  
Mayor Jane Fox began the meeting by giving thanks and showing appreciation for the 
residents who accepted membership to this Committee and their facilitation of DEI 
related conversations.  
 
Mayor Fox continues by stating that the City Council is committed to DEI and its 
initiatives. The Mayor goes over the timeline by which City Council enacted DEI Task 
Forces and furthers her appreciation by making note that Council will strongly consider 
recommendations made to them by the CIAC. 
 
Mayor Fox told a story of a resident’s reaction to the City of Dublin’s recent lighting of 
the Dublin Link Bridge for Ramadan, done in an effort to establish the city’s work 
towards a more inclusive community. The resident spoke of her appreciation for Dublin’s 
public recognition of the holiday, she made note of how the City’s action made her feel 
at home. This short story created a better understanding of how the CIAC’s actions and 
recommendations will impact their community, and how much City Councilmembers and 
the Mayor value these actions and recommendations. 
 
Opening remarks ended as Mayor Fox gave further thanks to the Committee Members 
on behalf of herself and Council. 
 

4. Oath of Office from Mayor Jane Fox 
All Committee Members present at the meeting take the Oath of Office in unison.  
 

5. Chair and Vice Chair Elections    
Volunteers for the position of CIAC Chair: Vineet Goel, Imran Malik 
 
Volunteers for the position of CIAC Vice Chair: Niki Lombardo, Imran Malik 
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Vote for Chair: Jennifer Readler explains nomination and roll-call process, followed by 
the motion for Imran Malik by Max Xu, second by Noor Amara, with no opposition. 
 
Vote for Vice Chair: Motion for Niki Lombardo by Max Xu, second by Noor Amara, with 
no opposition. 
 
Michael Haynes abstained from voting for Chair and Vice Chair. 
 

6. Peace Polls Presentation by Claudia Trusty 
Presentation  

Claudia Trusty, representing Dublin’s Local Rotary Club, presented on a project that is 
underway and being done in an effort to increase awareness of the community’s diversity 
through language. The project description was about Peace Poles, small to large wooden 
pyres inscribed with messages in a variety of languages.  
 
Trusty also explained Rotary Club programs and the ability to be involved in local, national, 
or international programs with the organization. She goes on to provide examples of Peace 
Poles to the group, establishing that Dublin’s Peace Pole, in Coffman Park, will have 
approximately 12 to 20 languages on it, and the Rotary Club will work with the Dublin City 
Schools to determine the languages most representative of those spoken in Dublin. 
 
She makes note that this project has been supported by Dana McDaniel and the Dublin 
City Council. 

 
7. Public Meeting 101 from Law Director Jennifer Readler  

Presentation 
The presentation began with Jennifer Readler stating that she will be describing the 
logistics of public meetings, first establishing basic parameters.  
 
The parameters to meeting in public committees being that: the group must meet in a 
designated public meeting space, so as to have access to the public. The public must 
then have access to the recording of the meeting, and access to the meeting minutes. 
 
Readler cites the Ohio Revised Code chapter which defines public meeting and 
maintenance of minutes. Followed by conversation of a hypothetical situation in which a 
meeting may possibly be only an informational session rather than discussion. Readler 
states that the City of Dublin still considers this an interaction and thus, a public 
meeting, so it would still necessitate the following of previously described parameters. 
 
Readler then goes over one-on-one conversations between Committee members outside 
of public meetings, and the rules that must be followed when engaging in such  
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conversation. She states that addressing the meeting and its contents, while speaking in 
a one-on-one format, is allowed.   
 
However, Ms. Readler stresses, any situation in which Committee members find 
themselves grouped into a majority while outside of a public chamber, speaking on any 
kind of Committee business is not in any way allowed, nor is “round robin” 
communication(s). To not allow “round robin” communication means that a member 
cannot individually message or speak with a majority of Committee members through 
one-on-one conversation, as this clearly makes an effort to bend the rules or work 
around them. 
 
Every member is able to use social media as much as they please, as long as no posts 
see online conversation from majority members. 
 
Any kind of text chain between members of the Committee is acceptable and legal if it 
does not involve a majority of the members. 
 
Readler mentions to the CIAC that when speaking on City matters, members must be 
aware and be careful how they outwardly represent the Committee as a public body of 
the City of Dublin. 
 
Next, voting mechanics of public groups from the start to the finish of a meeting was 
described. At any point, to properly vote on an issue, over half of the Committee must 
be present to establish a quorum.  
 
The City of Dublin Charter has a substantial impact on the rule-making for the group, for 
instance the definition of quorum provided in the Charter calls for more than half of 
members present as previously stated. 
 
The rules surrounding online attendance to meetings changed over COVID. It is allowed, 
but only on the basis by which you have tested positive for COVID and/or granted 
permission by the Mayor. 
 
Readler addresses the use of personal notes, clarifying the point that email 
correspondence should be done on a one-on-one basis, always being aware and careful 
of majority. Notes taken amidst meetings should be kept to oneself. 
 
An explanation of the scope of public records requests was provided to the group to 
provide better understanding of what information must be kept when members 
correspond with one-another. It is stressed that members include City Staff in emails or 
correspondence made regarding Committee matters. 
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Questions/Comments 

Committee Chair Imran Malik asks about how to properly communicate with Vice Chair 
Niki Lombardo on the formulation of meeting agenda. Jennifer Readler clarifies that as 
long as this conversation is one-on-one there is no legal issue. 
 
Michael Haynes asks a clarifying question on what form of correspondence these rules 
apply to, if rules vary from email, instant messaging, social media, and texting. Jennifer 
Readler replies that the mechanism of conversation does not matter, the majority rule 
applies to all forms. 
 
Chair Imran Malik asks about how to properly plan and notify members, given possible 
emergency circumstances necessitating meetings, and how not to break the majority 
rule in doing so. Jennifer Readler states that notifying the group as a whole during these 
circumstances is acceptable as long as 24 hour notice of the meeting is given.  
 

8. Juneteenth Bridge Lighting Colors Presentation by Kirby Dearth 

Presentation 

Kirby Dearth presents arguments made for and against the use of the Pan-African flag 
colors and the Juneteenth flag colors in cities both large and small around the nation. 
These arguments are presented to facilitate discussion amongst the group in an effort to 
come to a decision on what colors to light the Dublin Link Bridge on Juneteenth.  

Questions/Comments 

Feedback from the group immediately establishes un-comfortability as there are no 
Black voices to speak on this topic present in the meeting. CIAC members do not feel as 
though it is there decision to make because they are not a part of the community 
represented by the federal holiday. 

The idea of flying each of the physical flags on either side of the Bridge is presented. 

The Committee agrees as a whole that they would like community feedback on the 
topic, or more broadly, feedback from organizations that are a part of the local Black 
community.  

A student states that, although they are not a part of the Black community, they view 
the use of red, white, and blue to be representative of those who oppressed African 
American slaves rather than commemorate the holiday and its historical attributes. 

Chief Justin Paez offers the recommendation that City staff correspond with other 
communities and organizations in the central Ohio region for a better understanding of  
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what other municipalities are doing to commemorate the holiday, and the colors used in 
doing so. This recommendation is agreed upon by a majority of the CIAC. 

A motion is set forth by Chair Imran Malik that City staff research and correspond with 
the appropriate parties, communities, and stakeholders for a better understanding of 
what is appropriate and recommended. Second by Noor Amara, all members present 
voted in favor. 

9. New Business 

Timeline for Moving Forward from Niki Lombardo 

Vice Chair Niki Lombardo requests from the Committee that at the next meeting they 
look at task force recommendations and establish a timeline for approaching these 
goals. 

Chair Imran Malik also requests that at the next meeting the Committee defines its 
mission and vision statement. 

Business for, or before, the Next Meeting from Imran Malik 

Chair Imran Malik asks for recommendations from Committee members on desired 
talking points for the Parks and Rec. public meeting. 

He describes the necessity for a discussion of Pride Month at the next CIAC meeting(s). 

Next, Malik makes the Committee aware of the PTO facilitated interfaith prayer service 
for high school graduates before their graduation ceremony. 

He then speaks on the Memorial Tournament and the importance of spreading the word 
about the Committees work and future efforts, utilizing the event as a networking 
opportunity. 

It is then decided that the next CIAC Public Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 
2022. 

10. Adjourn 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mitchell Ament, City Management Intern 


