
 

 
 
 

To: Members of Dublin City Council 
From: Dana L. McDaniel, City Manager 
Date: September 20, 2022 

Initiated By: Jennifer M. Rauch, AICP, Director of Planning                                             
Sarah Tresouthick Holt, AICP, ASLA, Senior Planner 

Re: Request for Use of Temporary Outdoor Dining Structure 
 
Summary 
The following is background information regarding the request for the reinstallation of a temporary 
tent over an existing outdoor dining patio for Tucci’s at 35 N. High Street.  
 
Background 
The City Manager declared a State of Emergency on March 17, 2020 due to the pandemic, which 
allowed for the issuance of several Executive Orders, one of which permitted the installation of 
temporary non-portable structures in approved locations. The intent of these Orders was to 
support local businesses during the difficult economic times as part of the pandemic, and allow 
relief to spacing requirements that may have otherwise limited seating. In anticipation of the 
expiration of the State of Emergency and the Executive Orders, City Council passed Resolution 34-
21 on May 24, 2021 to extend the orders until October 31, 2021 to allow for continued support of 
our local businesses.  
 
On October 25, 2021, Resolution 61-21 was passed by City Council to allow an additional extension 
of the above measures until February 28, 2022. Council determination as part of the approved 
extension required applicants to file an application within 30 days to ensure awareness of the 
pending deadline and that they were working toward a permanent solution. It was additionally 
noted as part of the discussion that applicants were made aware of the deadline and encouraged 
to make permanent plans prior to the expiration of the original resolution established in May 2021. 
Those applicants interested in pursuing a permanent solution filed an application within the 
required deadline, which included Tucci’s.  
 
On February 28, 2022, Resolution 08-22 was passed by City Council to allow a final extension until 
June 13, 2022. As part of the discussion of Resolution 08-22, the Tucci’s owner provided testimony 
requesting additional extension of the Executive Orders to October 2022, and City Council denied 
the request.   
 
Request 
Throughout the past nine months, the owner of Tucci’s has been pursuing approval of a 
permanent structure through the Architectural Review Board (ARB) process. The ARB approved a 
Concept Plan for the permanent structure on November 17, 2021. The applicant made revisions 
based on the ARB’s feedback and presented two design solutions to ARB on January 26, 2022 as 
part of an Informal Review. A Preliminary Development Plan was submitted on June 15, 2022 that 
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further refined the proposed permanent structure, but also included additional scope for a 
previously approved wine room addition and a new kitchen addition. ARB granted approval with 
conditions on July 27, 2022. A Final Development Plan has been submitted and is anticipated to be 
heard by ARB in October. To date, the applicant’s requests have been favorably received by the 
ARB.  
 
Tucci’s has approached the Planning Division with a request to reinstall the same temporary tent in 
order to host an annual wine tasting event in October of 2022. Additionally, the owner has 
requested that the tent remain in place until February 1, 2023 to allow for Final Development Plan 
approval and construction to begin on the permanent addition.   
 
Considerations 
All owners who took advantage of the opportunities provided under the previous Executive Orders 
regarding temporary patios and temporary structures have complied with the June 13, 2022 
deadline. Those owners who required approval of a permanent solution have been obtained with 
the exception of Tucci’s. Permitting the reinstallation of a temporary structure for a single user has 
the potential to create an inconsistency as other users have complied with City Council’s previous 
determination to end the use of temporary structures and patios in June.  
 
Additionally, the Zoning Code permits a tent to be constructed for a single event, which would 
accommodate the applicant’s request to permit a temporary tent for the wine tasting event in 
October. The use of this provision would be limited to the dates surrounding the specific event and 
not be permitted for an extended period of time. It would not require the installation of the tent 
structure previously used during the pandemic, but could be accommodated with a smaller scale, 
temporary tent.  
 
Recommendation 
Since the request for a final development plan has been submitted and is pending before ARB, 
staff does not believe Council should consider the applicant’s request to install a tent that will 
remain in place until February 1, 2023. Council ended its approval for temporary patios and 
structures on June 13, 2022 and the reason for the temporary patio allowance (the COVID-19 
pandemic) has abated. If the applicant would like to request a tent for a single event, the applicant 
may submit an application to staff for administrative approval. 
 



From: Craig Barnum <c.barnum@clbrestaurants.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 3:30 PM 
To: Sarah Holt <sholt@dublin.oh.us>; perry higginbotham <p.higginbotham@clbrestaurants.com> 
Cc: Michael Sharp <m.sharp@clbrestaurants.com>; Jennifer Rauch <jrauch@dublin.oh.us> 
Subject: Re: Tucci's temporary tent request 
  

⚠ 
This message is from an external source.  Please exercise caution when opening 
attachments or opening web links from external senders, especially if the message is 
unsolicited or unexpected.  If you feel this may be a phishing attempt, please report by 
using the Phish Alert Button. 

Sarah, I will have Michael and/or Perry send you the details on the tent. 
The City should have all of that information.  It would be exactly what 
was up before; nothing different.  Here is the narrative request: 
  
I have been diligently working with the City of Dublin to get approval on this new 
patio structure.  It has taken a lot of time and resources for us to get to this point 
and the final approval could come in late October (or later November).  In mid 
October (15th, 16th, 17th and 18th), Tucci's has an annual Grand Wine Tasting, 
and we have always installed a tent over the patio to accommodate this multi-day 
event.  My request would be to install our tent from Germany on October 1st and 
leave it up until construction starts.  This would allow us to maintain our holiday 
business and keep all of our associates employed at Tucci's.  When the patio 
closes in early October, I will have to terminate about 20% of my staff and it is not 
in the best interests of the restaurant or my employees to do so.  We are trying to 
save as many jobs as we can since we've been able to solidify a great group of 
people on our staff over the past several years.  I would request the tent go back 
up October 1st and be taken down not later than February 1st or when 
construction starts.  It is our goal to start construction as soon as we get our final 
drawings done and bids are taken in order for us to proceed.  The biggest issue is 
the time of year construction can start; November and December or the worst 2 
months to start due to the holidays.  We will also have to deal with supply issues; 
brick, windows, wood, lighting, furniture, etc. and it might be likely that 
construction could start later than anticipated.   
   
Craig L. Barnum - President 
  
Matt the Miller's Tavern 
Tucci's Restaurant 
Manele Cafe 
  
CLB Restaurants 
4330 Tuller Road 
Dublin, Ohio  43017 
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